Iraqi opposition official’s brother 
commits suicide in Amman 


j — r~ri . un Saturday, police 

said Monday. Imad AJawi, SO. an Iraqi bg^ess- 
-- ^J^^wasfcteotoof Iyad Alawi, secretary gen- 
of Aminan-based Iraqt opposition group A1 Waq 

found Ae body of Iraad at the emrance to 
■Jjbniein a residential quarter Saturday evening after 
grated by a caretaker in the building. Tbe S man 
ifflpB snkajfe notes saying he wanted to kill himself, the 
.^j^said without elaboration. Poh'ce are basing their ini- 
ffiHnvesdgalions on tbe assumption that he committed sui- 
(Scfc jB/<®qaIs said. Imad Alawi, who came from an 
^ueorfanrily, was a successful businessman who travelled 
frequently between Amman and London, sources close to 

Afe family said. 
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Regent receives Peres 

AMMAN (Petraj — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Monday received for- 
mer Israeli prime minister and former leader of the 
Israeli Labour Party Shimon Peres and reviewed with 
him developments of the Middle East peace process, 
following the Wye Plantation agreement between the 
Palestinians and Israel. The audience was attended by 
Royal Court Chief lawad A1 Anani and senior govern- 
ment officials. 
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Clinton pledges to boost aid 
to Palestinians by $400 million 


WASHINGTON fAP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat accused Israel Mon- 
day of undermining the 
Palestinian economy and 
said anew that he hopes to 
establish an independent 
slate. Even so. President 
Clinton said the 
Mideast peace effort was on 
track and pledged addition- 
alU.S. aid for Ga 2 a and the 
West Bank. 

_&afet spoke to a U.S.- 
nknged international coo- 
fdehce designed to solicit 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
jaft; in pledges of assistance 
©{he Palestinian economy. 
Opening the conference, 
-dmton said his administra- 
te planned to boost U.S. 
ad by; $400 million while 
. ^tending a current $100- 
miflk>D-a-year assistance 
programme for five more 
years. 

Appealing for generous 
contributions, Clinton said: 
“There has been too little 
tangible improvement in 
Ae. fife of the Palestinian 
peopled 

Lasting; peace has little 
taking hold “if it 
ixss h&t deliver results for 
; ordinary people,” he said, 
j Arafat, following Clinton 
| i4-tbe speaker's rostrum 
i Ste the news media were 
dieted to leave the State 
Bg&^ment auditorium, 
^d- past- ' pledges • had 
qgble d fee Palestinians “to 
s'm: the peace process, 
i dwclop the economy and 
[ proceed forward to realise 
iSinrindependence.” 
.Butltkspite “your gener- 
oiis financial assistance,” 
Arafat told delegates from 
more than . 40 nations, 


items to be 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqis 
xfymg co food rations for fee 
P& eight years wfll have two 
tov items in their diet in Jan- 
“Sj; under fee oQ-lbr-fbod 
viqth fee United Nations, 
^wspaper repeats said on 
Monday." 

Minister Mohammad 
Saleh was quoted in A1 
*™n, r fee main ruling party 
as saying that 
powdered milk 
’^oddibe avaflabte for the first 
?**£ since" the oil pact went 
^effettwo years ago. 

■ fetfd not say how much 
would receive. 

. «ch Iraqi citizen is now 
^^^eveiy month to nine 
^gann es-of flour; ZS 
^^^nrnes ofrice, two ldlo- 
sugar as well as 
-ffifim n u fa , tea, soap and 


. was quoted as accus- 
United States of 
^fog : ccffltraas for food 
r^bAcine under the deal 
3P.®^{5 Iraq k> senKm- 
<rf oil to buy 
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“momentous constraints” 
have made the suffering of 
the Palestinian people 
unbearable. 

“The Israeli closure poli- 
cy is the primary and direct 
cause for the dangerous 
decline in the performance 
of the Palestinian economy 
over the past five years.” 
Arafat said. 

A text of Arafat's remarks 
was released to reporters. 

He referred to fee policy 
of Israel’s current Likud 
government and previous 
Labour governments to 
close fee borders to Gaza 
and fee West Bank to try to 
stifle terrorists who hatch 
their plots in and come 
from Palestinian-controlled 
areas. 

The closures and partial 
closures have fee effect also 
of severely limi ting access 
to jobs in Israel for tens of 
thousands of Palestinian 
workers. 

Clinton said fee United 
States bad staged fee con- 
ference “to send a dear sig- 
nal that this peace is more 
than a piece of paper." He 
added: “We must convince 
those who have invested so 
much in this process that it 
was a sound investment” 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said the 
$500 million pledged by 
fee United States at the first 
donors conference in 1993 
had improved access to 
water for more than 

250.000 people, provided 

10.000 loans to Palestinian 
entrepreneurs and helped 
fund the first-ever elections 
in Gaza and fee West Bank. 

(Continued on page 12) 



U.S. President BUI Clinton (C) shakes hands with Palestinian leader Yasiser Arafat (R) 
as Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (L) looks on during the Conference to Sup- 
port Middle East Peace at the US. State Department in Washington on Monday (AFP 
photo) 

EU pledges $460 million for 
Palestinians over five years 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The European 
Union plans to provide around $460 million in 
assistance to the Palestinians over the next five 
years, Austrian Finance Minister Wolfgang 
Schuesse! said here Monday. 

“1 am pleased to be able to announce thai the 
European Union (EU) intends to commit some 
400 million European Currency Units ($460 
million) from the Community budget over the 
next five years," he said in remarks prepared for 
an international donors’ conference. 

Austria currently holds fee rotating presidency 


of the EU. which in 1993 pledged $421.5 mll- 
_ lion over five years to support the Oslo peace 
J accord signed that year by Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation. 

The Elf was one of some 50 countries and 
multilateral institutions represented at Monday's 
one-day gathering here aimed at boosting finan- 
cial aid to Palestinians on tbe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip from 1999 to 2003. 

Total international aid pledged in 1993 was 
$2.3 billion, of which about $1 1 billion has so 
far been disbursed 


Palestinians keep up protests for prisoner release 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Protests calling for the 
release of Palestinians held 
in Israeli prisons entered 
their second week on Mon- 
day as hundreds of Pales- 
tinians took part in two 
marches in fee Gaza Strip. 

Some 200 relatives of 
Palestinian prisoners 
protested outside fee head- 
quarters of fee Red Cross 
in Gaza City, shouting slo- 
gans against Israel and fee 
Palestinian negotiators who 
reached the Wye River 
agreement last month, wit- 
nesses said. 

Holding pictures of their 
loved ones aloft. fee pro- 
testers called for fee issue 
of Palestinians held in 
Israeli prisons to be put 3t 
fee top of fee negotiating 
aeenda with Israel. 


The demonstrators also 
put handcuffs on children 
taking part in the march 
and put black bags over the 
heads in imitation of Israeli 
treatment of Palestinian 
prisoners, witnesses said. 

Meanwhile in Rafah, in 
fee south of fee Gaza Strip, 
about 400 high-school stu- 
dents set fire to car tyres 
and shut several streets for 
over an hour. 

The students called on 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat to intervene to 
obtain fee release of fee 
prisoners and shouted slo- 
gans against fee Wye River 
agreement, witnesses said. 

There were no reports of 
any arrests at either of fee 
two marches. 

The Wye River accord 
signed last month in Wash- 


ington commits Israel to 
releasing 750 Palestinian 
prisoners in three groups of 
250 over a twelve- week 
period. 

The first release was car- 
ried out 10 days ago but 
Palestinians have been 
incensed that only 100 of 
the 250 freed were political 
prisoners. The remainder 
were common criminals. 

A series of protests then 
erupted across the Palestin- 
ian territories between sup- 
porters of prisoner groups 
and Palestinian and Israeli 
police. 

Demonstrating groups 
have issued statements and 
hurled invective at fee 
Palestinian leadership for 
what they see as too many 
concessions to Israel on fee 
issue of prisoner releases. 


A meeting Sunday of 
Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators charged with 
overseeing implementation 
of the Wye River accord 
was dominated by fee pris- 
oner dispute, wife the 
Israeli side refusing t«i 
budge on its refusal in 
release political detainee' 
accused of violence aguinsi 
Israelis. 

The dispute threatens u> 
hold up further application 
of the peace accord, undei 
which the Palestinian Cen- 
tral Council should meet h\ 
the end of fee week to con- 
firm fee cancellation o) 
anti-Israeli clauses in the 
Palestinian National Char- 
ter. 

Israel continues to hold 
more than 3.000 Palestini- 
ans in its prisons. 


Italy mulls Ocalan fate, talks with Moscow 


ROME (R ) — Italy, seeking to 
solve the diplomatic dilemma 
of what to do with detained 

Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, said on Monday he 
could appear before an inter- 
national court but the idea had 
yet to be studied in full. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the foreign press corps. Italian 
Interior Minister Rosa Russo 
Jervolino acknowledged that 
neither she nor the government 
knew now exactly what form 
such a court could take, but 
stressed it was just one ot fee 
options open. . 

.Asked what type of interna- 
tional court Italy had in mind 
for Ocalan, arrested in Rome 
nearly three weeks ago, Jer- 
volino said: 

*‘l will speak frankly- 1 have 
to say I do not know and nei- 
ther does the Italian govern- 

is a procedure feat is 
being discussed... There is no 

n^ery * ir ' s Su ” pl - V 


whar eventual procedure there 
could be.” sad Jervolino. 

The Ocalan case has landed 
Italy in a highly sensitive situ- 
ation. The leader of the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) was detained in Rome 
because international warrants 
for his arrests had been issued. 

Germany last week declined 
to follow up on two German 
arrest warrants for Ocalan, 
saying his extradition for trial 
could provoke unrest among 
its two million immigrant 
Turks and Kurds. 

An Italian court ruled it 
could not recognise a Turkish 
arrest warrant because he 
could face the death penalty 
there. 

Ocalan was arrested after 
flying to Rome on a false pass- 
port from Moscow, where he 
had spent a month. Ocalan has 
applied for political asylum in 
Italy but if the request is turned 
down, he may he expelled 
back to Russia. 


A Council of Europe official 
said on Monday Italy could 
satisfy European legal require- 
ments by trying Ocalan itself 
but Italy has never sought to do 
so. 

Foreign Minister Lamberto 
Dini discussed the fare of the 
rebel guerrilla leader in 
Moscow with his counterpart 
Igor Ivanov and with Russian 
Rime Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov during a previously 
scheduled visit now dominat- 
ed by the Ocalan affair. 

Antonio Verde, spokesman 
for the Italian embassy in 
Moscow, said Dini and Pri- 
makov exchanged information 
during their talks. 

“Minister Dint said he was 
satisfied with the exchange," 
Verde said, but neither he nor 
the. Russian government gave 
details. 

The ball is now in Italy’s 
court. Jervolino said an interior 
ministry commission could 
not tear Ocalan's request for 


asylum until after Dec. 22 — 
when a 40-day deadline after 
arrest for extradition requests 
to be received expires. 

Ocalan's lawyer in Rome. 
Giuliano Pisapia. said on Sun- 
day Ocalan was willing to face 
an international coun because 
it would give him a chance t»« 
prove his innocence. 

The problem is that no mh.Ii 
international court exists. 

The International Court «>i 
Justice in the Hague is able i« • 
hear disputes between nation- 
not charges against indivictu 
als. 

A United Nations tribunal 
was set up in the Hague specil 
ieally to hear war crimes and 
atrocity cases committed dur- 
ing the war in Bosnia. 

A special court may be h'i 
up in the Netherlands to tn 
under Scottish law two 
Libyans suspected of bombing 
a U.S. airliner over Lockerbie 
when Tripoli decides to hand 
them over. 


Jordan insists on refugees’ right 
of return and compensation’ 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Jordan 
insists feat Israel accepts 
both the right of return of 
Palestinian refugees and 
financial compensation. 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh said Monday. 

"*We say that fee right of 
return, and compensation 
are fee pillars of the negoti- 
ations." said Tarawneh at 
the government's weekly 
press briefing, in response 
to Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon's statement 
Sunday that the Palestinian 
refugees should be integrat- 
ed in the countries in which 
they currently live, as part 
of any final status deal. 

The premier said that 
although Palestinian 
refugees have received full 
citizenship rights in Jordan, 
“their political and histori- 
cal rights" have yet to be 


addressed. 

“This matter is of utmost 
importance to Jordan," he 
said. “It is one of the main 
items (on tbe final status 
agenda )...especially consid- 
ering that (Jordan) has the 
largest number of UNRWA 
registered refugees." 

Jordan, which hosts l.S 
million refugees, has met 
with several Palestinian and 
Israeli officials over the 
past few weeks to clinch a 
commitment from both 
sides that its interests will 
be considered in any final 
status deal. 

The right of return of 
Palestinian refugees, most 
of whom were forced to 
flee their homes in Pales- 
tine after fee Arab- Israeli 
War of 194S. is one of the 
most contentious issues 
between fee Jewish state 


and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority. 

There are international 
laws such as fee 4th Geneva 
Convention, and U.N. reso- 
lutions 194 and 242 which 
discuss fee refugee issue, 
“and all these must be taken 
into account,” in fee negoti- 
ations, said Tarawneh. 

On final status negotia- 
tions. Tarawneh once again 
said feat Jordan will not 
partake in fee PaJestinian- 
Israeli negotiations, but 
wants full coordination 
with both parties to ensure 
feat its interests are fully 
secured. 

The mechanism for final 
status negotiations so far 
re mains unclear, said 
Tarawneh, and it is still 
unknown what role the U.S. 
would play. 


Search for Lebanese premier 
starts after Hariri rejects job 


BEIRUT ( AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Rafik Hariri, the business 
tycoon who launched 
Lebanon’s multibillion dollar 
reconstruction from the devas- 
tation of civil war, said Mon- 
day he was bowing out as pre- 
mier following a dispute with 
the new president 

He accused President Emile 
Lahoud of violating the consti- 
tution and demanded that he 
acknowledge it before he 
could reconsider his position. 

Hariri’s move could be a 
ploy to gain more power as a 
new government is formed, 
but tbe crisis atmosphere gen- 
erated by the possible depar- 
ture of the billionaire business- 
man could affect Lebanon's 
economic recovery. 

“I’m not a candidate.” Hariri 
said in a live interview with 


CNN. He demanded that 
Lahoud admit rivtf he acted 
unconstitutionally by allowing 
31 parliament deputies to 
authorise him to name a prime 
minister instead of naming one 
themselves. 

Such an action “might put 
the country in danger,” Hariri 
warned. Asked if there was a 
risk of renewed conflict in 
Lebanon over the alleged tam- 
pering with the constitution, 
Hariri said: “If tbe president 
continues with this. I don't 
know what will happen.” 

But the dispute between the 
two leaders appears to be over 
who will have the upper hand 
in governing the nation of 3.2 
millioA 

Lahoud, 62, is an army com- 
mander who wants to assert 
his aulhoriiv at the Man i if his 



Rafik Hariri 

six-year presidential term. 

Hariri, 53, virtually has had a 
free hand in running the coun- 
try since he became premier 
six years ago under former 
President Elias Hrawl 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Clinton envoy to visit 
Lebanon in political crisis 

Shalala visit intended to help build ties 


CAIRO (R) — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton is sending Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Donna Shalala to Lebanon as 
his personal representative to 
meet its new president amid a 
growing struggle over the Arab 
county's leadership. 

Shalala. who is of Lebanese 
origin and the highest-ranking 
Arab- American to serve in a 
U.S. cabinet, will be the first 
member of the Clinton admin- 
istration to visit Lebanon alter 
this month's inauguration of 
Lebanese President Emile 
Lahoud 

Her visit, intended to send a 
signal to Beirut of Washing- 
ton's desire to strengthen ties, 
was planned before the 
announcement on Monday 
that Lahoud had accepted 
caretaker Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri's refusal to head a new 
government. 

Lahoud is to start consulta- 
tions to choose a new premier 
alter Hariri declined Laboud's 
request to remain in his post 

*1 think the fact that it is an 
official trip representing the 
president of the United Stales, 
it can be interpreted as a warm 
sign to the people of Lebanon 
and to their new president and 
new government of the impor- 


tance that the United States 
places on our relationship with 
Lebanon and how pleased we 
are chat at least some of the 
security issues are b eginn ing 
to be resolved,” Shalala told 
reporters in Cairo late on Sun- 
day. 

She said her visit to Lebanon 
was intended to “Indicate that 
the United States is anxious to 
help the new government get 
settled and to improve the 
quality of our relationship.” 

She said she would go to 
Bdrut after a visit to Egypt 
ending on Tuesday, and to 
Israel and the West Bank, but 
she could not be more specific 
because of security considera- 
tions. 

The United States bore the 
brunt of attacks and hijackings 
during Lebanon’s 1975-1990 
civil war and was the apparent 
target of an unsuccessful rock- 
et-propelled grenade attack in 
June. 

Last year. Washington lifted 
a decade-old civilian navel ban 
imposed during Lebanon's 
war. It still considers the coun- 
ty a dangerous place to visit 
and U.S. airliners do not fly to 
Beirut, but the two countries 
are slowly rebuilding ties. 

This month, U.S. Com- 


merce Secretary William 
Daley said in a short trip to 
Beirut that his department was 
establishing a representative 
office in the Lebanese capital. 

Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright spent a few hours in 
Lebanon last year. Shalala said 
her stay would be the longest. 

“I’ll be the first cabinet 
member who will stay 
overnight So I'll be there for a 
number of days," she said “It's 
officially designated by the 
president as a presidential 
visit" 

Lebanon is rebuilding its 
economy after the war and is 
keen to lure foreign invest- 
ment 

Lahoud has pledged to make 
law enforcement a priority. 

‘1 am taking no secret mes- 
sages to the government of 
Lebanon. I am simply going to 
go and most of us have not 
been there in 20 years,” Sha- 
lala said 

“I think this is a longer visit 
to not simply contact the lead- 
en but to look at Lebanon's 
recovery, and it will allow me 
to report back to the president 
after getting out of Beirut and 
having a chance to talk to peo- 
ple.” 


Israeli military authorities 
complain of uphill struggle 
with Jewish settlers 


TEL AVTV { AFP) — Israeli 
military authorities in the 
West Bank complained 
Monday that they did not 
have the means to counter a 
rash of illegal land grabs by 
Jewish settlers in die terri- 
tory. 

“We are working more 
against the settlers than the 
Palestinians," said Shlorao 
Dror, spokesman for the 
military coordinator of 
Israeli activities in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Since Israel government 
and the Palestinians signed 
their latest land-for-securi- 
ty agreement last month in 
Washington. Jewish settlers 
have launched a widescale 
offensive to seize more 
land before it can be trans- 
ferred to Palestinian con- 
trol. 

Dror said the occupation 
authorities had been over- 
whelmed by the settler 
drive, which has included 
moving mobile homes onto 
more than a dozen hilltops, 
opening unauthorised roads 
and in one instance seizing 
an unoccupied Palestinian 
house. 

“They are very organised, 
they know how to manipu- 
late the system,” Dror told 


AFP. 

“They believe in what 
they are doing, and they 
have very good lawyers. 
When they want to build, 
they can raise 50-100 peo- 
ple. We are not that many.” 
Dror said. 

Near the settlement - of 
Kedumim in the northern 
West Bank, one group of 
settlers led by the enclave's 
militant mayor Daniella 
Weiss have seized nearby 
hilltops more than half-a- 
dozen times over the past 
two weeks. 

After each night-time set- 
tler action, the army has 
been forced to intervene, 
sometimes physically car- 
rying the militants from 
their remote hilltop perch- 
es. 

While the military says it 
is taking action to halt ille- 
gal land seizures, Israeli 
political leaders have 
encouraged the settlers. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, a leading hawk and 
architect of the settler 
movement, called earlier 
this month for Israelis to 
“run. grab as many hilltops 
as possible" to keep more 
land from falling into 
Palestinian bands. 

Dror said that despite the 


politicians’ rhetoric, the 
military was trying to curb 
the settlers. 

“From our point of view 
it doesn't matter whether 
it’s settlers or Palestinians, 
this is against the law.” he 
said. 

But he acknowledged that 
once settlers have moved 
their mobile homes to a 
vacant hilltop and begun 
legal proceedings to defend 
their right to live there, the 
army's options are limited. 

Dror said that once the 
caravans are parked his 
only tactic is to threaten an 
end to official cooperation 
on further development 
back inside the settlement. 

Often this works but 
sometimes it does not — as 
is the case with the notori- 
ously extremist settlers of 
Yitzhar “where there is no 
one to talk to,” he said. 

Since Israel occupied the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
in 1967, it has created 144 
Jewish settlements which 
are now home to some 
160,000 people. 

The future of the settle- 
ments is to be decided in 
so-called final status nego- 
tiations which are to begin 
early next month under the 
Wye River accord. 
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FUNERAL FOR TURKISH SOLDIERS: Army officers salute Monday during the funeral in Ankara for the 16 
Tbrkish soldiers who lost their lives when their helicopter was downed by PKK rebels on Nov. 27 (AFP photo) 


Group urges rights guarantees in 
donor agreements with PNA, Israel 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — H uman 
Rights Watch called upon 
donor governments meeting in 
Washington on Monday to 
incorporate human rights 
guarantees in all their agree- 
ments with Israel or the Pales- 
tinian National Authority, an. 
HRW statement said. 

In a letter released yesterday, 
the New York-based human 
rights group urged that all new 
aid, trade, or security treaties 
include explicit provisions for 
monitoring and preventing 
human rights violations by 
Israeli or Palestinian forces. 

The group sent the letter to 
ministers mom the Middle 


East, Europe, Japan and Rus- 
sia to coordinate funding for 
implementing the Wye River 
Memorandum. Israel and the 
PNA signed the security 
memorandum on OcL 23. 

“The Wye River agreement 
lacks any mechanism for pre- 
venting h uman rights viola- 
tions.” said Hanny Megally, 
executive director of Human 
Rights Watch’s Middle East 
and North Africa Division. 
“Making aid conditional on 
human rights performance 
would force both Israelis and 
Palestinians to take rights seri- 
ously.” 

Megally noted that since 


signing of the agreement, the 
PNA has conducted mass 
arrests of political opponents, 
increased restrictions on jour- 
nalists, and made incitement 
to “breaching agreements” 
signed with the PLO a crimi- 
nal offence. 

Human Rights Watch also 
expressed concern over 
Israel's violation of Palestin- 
ian h uman rights, including 
torture, adminis trative deten- 
tion without proper judicial 
review, hostage-taking, house 
demolition, and the imposition 
of strict closures in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

The group urged the minis- 


ters to question U.S. officials 
on the role of the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency in monitoring 
the memorandum’s imple- 
mentation. CIA officials rep- 
resents the U.S. on the U.S.- 
Palestinian and ILS.-Palestin- 
i an -Israeli monitoring com- 
mittees created by the agree- 
ment. 

“Secret intelligence agen- 
cies have a poor record of 
respecting human rights,’' said 
Megally. “In the past the CIA 
has been silent when groups it 
supported committed gross 
human rights violations. How 
can we depend on it to speak 
out now?” 


Jordan calls 
for Israeli 
withdrawal 
from south 
Lebanon 

By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Monday reiterated its posi- 
tion calling for an uncondi- 
tional Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon in 
accordance with United 
Nations Resolution 425. 

At a press conference. 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tara wn eh said the respon- 
sibility of security in south 
Lebanon should be shoul- 
dered by the Beirut govern- 
ment. 

Tarawneh was respond- 
ing to the current escalation 
in south Lebanon between 
Israel and the Lebanese 
resistance group Hizbollah 
following the lulling of 
seven Israeli soldiers over 
the past two weeks in the 
occupied zone. 

The Israeli cabinet yes- 
terday decided not to with- 
draw unilaterally from the 
south of Lebanon. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu cut 
short a European tour and 
headed back to Tel Aviv 
following the killing of the 
Israeli soldiers. 

Tarawneh said Security 
Council Resolution 425 
should be the basis for any 
settlement to the conflict. 

‘The Lebanese state 
should be in charge of the 
security of the border zone 
[with Israel]. This is the 
required formula." 


Yemeni president brands socialist party ‘secessionist 1 


ADEN (AFP) — Yemeni Pres- 
ident All Abdullah Saleh on 
Monday branded the Yemeni 
Socialist Party (YSP.l a “seces- 
sionist” movement as the 
group announced the rehabili- 
tation of three former leaders 
of the breakaway south. 

“It is a secessionist party 
which refuses to modify its 
methods of the past,” the presi- 
dent said at a ceremony mark- 
ing die 31st anniversary of 
British troops’ withdrawal 
from Aden. 

He called on the YSP to 
“apologise to the nation for 
having triggered the war of 


secession and proclaimed a 
secessionist state,” in a refer- 
ence to a 1994 civil war in 
which the party sought to 
establish a new Democratic 
Republic of Yemen in the 
south. 

President Saleh's forces won 
the war after a three-month bat- 
tle. 

As be condemned the YSP, 
the party wrapped up its fourth 
congress in the capital, Sanaa, 
by announcing that three for- 
mer southern leaders expelled 
from its fold were being wel- 
comed back. 

In its final statement the 


group said ft dedded “to cancel 
the dismissal” of former YSP 
party secretary Ali Salem AJ 
Baid. former Prime Minister 
Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Attas and 
polftburo member Saleh Ebeid 
Ahmad. 

They had been ejected for 
their involvement in the 1994 
conflict 

The force men were part of a 
group of five former southern 
leaders sentenced to death last 
March by a Sanaa court for 
high treason, violating the con- 
stitution and murder. 

The party also said it “offered 
its apologies to the victims of 


the unrest, clashes and violence 
in Yemen in which the socialist 
party was involved” 

A Yemeni government news- 
paper branded the YSP Mon- 
day a “slave to the past” and 
condemned its first congress in 
13 years. 

‘The YSP is chewing over 
the past and continues to fol- 
low methods of deception, lies 
and the muzzling of mouths,” 
the “October 14" newspaper 
said 

‘The servants cannot live in a 
democracy, because they are 
slaves to the complexes of the 
past,” the daily said 


At the congress's opening 
session Saturday, current secre- 
tary general Ali Salah Obad 
criticised the government for 
not taking its calls for reconcil- 
iation at face value and practis- 
ing “a policy of exclusion" 
against die party since the civil 
war. 

The previous, 1985 congress 
was dominated by rivalry 
between two party factions 
which led to bloody fighting in 
the streets of the then southern 
capital of Aden the following 
year and the death of several 
thousand people, including 
several party leaders. 


‘Mass grave with more than 25 bodies unearthed in Iraq’ 


CAIRO (AP) — A human rights group 
affiliated with an Iraqi opposition group 
said Monday that a mass grave contains 
the remains of more than 25 bodies has 
been unearthed near a form in an eastern 
Iraqi province. 

The Centre for Human Rights said the 
mass grave was discovered on OcL 15 by 
Jubeir Abdullah Alaywi while digging 
near his farm in the Diyala province, 60 
kilometres northeast of Baghdad 

The group, affiliated to the London- 


based Iraqi Communist Party, said that 
shortly after Alaywi found the grave; 
security men arrested him and his family 
still unaware of his whereabouts. 

The group did not say who was behind 
the murders of foe 25 victims, but it put 
the slayings in the context of its com- 
plaints abort the regime oflraqi Resident 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We once again call on the UN. 
human rights organisations to take urgent 
steps to put an immediate halt to the con- 


tinuing mass terror,” the group said in a 
statementfaxed to the Associated Press in 
Cairo. 

The statement also said that four Iraqi 
political prisoners, including two officers, 
were executed on Nov. 12 in the Badousfa 
prison in Mosul 400 kilometres north of 
Baghdad 

It named the officers as Major Mahdd 
Saleh Rakan and Captain Omar Thba 
Salem and said the prison authorities did 
not hand over the bodies to their families 


and instead left them at the province’s 
munkapxtlily. 

Iraq has been systematically executing 
political prisoners, some of them have 
been in detention since the abortive upris- 
ing of the Shiite Muslim southern towns 
in the aftermath of the 1991 Gulf war. 

In April the UN. human rights com- 
missioner responsible for Iraq, former 
Dutch Foreign Minister Max van der 
Sfioel said as many as 1,500 people may 
have been executed in Iraq lak year 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Jrcnch Cartoon 

15:30 ..Cartoon - Bananas in Pyjamas 

16:00 Doc - Life Choices 

16 JO SmallTalk 

17:00 „.Doc. - Mother, of the Wiki 

18:15 French Programmes 

— LesYeux D’ Helene 

1WXI Le Journal 

19:15 Jtench Programme 

1930 News headlines 

19^35 Comedy - Step by Step 

20:00 What Wbuld You Do? 

2030 Drama - Tom Jones 

21:05 You and Your Car 

21-JO UNCui 

22KK) News in English 

22 JO Lonesome Dove 

23:10 Feature film -‘The Coun- 
terfeit Green” 

00:30 End ofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

01:51 Fajr 

06:13 i Sunrise) Duha 

11:25 Dhuhr 

14:13 ‘Asr 

16136 Maghreb 

17:58 “Iiha 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY 




CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
46327S5 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 


.'«m ~ juJp 



Terra Sanaa Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chorch Tel 4771751. 

Amman Internationa] Giurdi 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salic College m 566 1757 
Church of the Annunciation 
m 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 

Church 1W. 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly, skies partly cloudy, and 
winds northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wiD be northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts — 

Jordan Valley ... 


08/19 

17/15 

.07/21 

15/27 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 17. Aqaba 23 Humidi- 
ty readings; Amman 47 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 percent 
Rill owing are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 


Ajtoun 

Jerash 

UmQays 

Madaba 

Pletra 

DeadSea 


—.07/15 

13/22 

10/21 

:. .08/21 

05/21 

16/29 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Abbas AlHakatL -4885446 

De Arafat Ashbab 5602507 

De Jamal Jbarah. 5347351 

Dr. Hatim Hannoun 5154984 


AMMAN: 

FIras Pharmacy 5661912 

AJ Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ... .5537004 
RoknAlDinva Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Lodi Shibli — (02)241789 

Fou’ad Pharmacy .102)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HHai AJ Sayyid (09)3852902 
Palestine Pharmacy. .(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food . Control Cen- 
tre. ...... 46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

_. 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police- 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Bleed Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic PO&e. .4896390 

Public Security Dqx...„463032l 
Hotel Complaints,... — 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Waier & Sewerage Gmptainis 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

..-■-a. — 4787 111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 


.4623101 

AbdaK TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electrkity Authority -5815615 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Informal] on 44-5 3200 

Queen Alia info Aiipon 44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

The Islamic, Abtffi 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre- 5856856 

LuznoQa 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity .4644281/6 

AkDeh Maternity -4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiernity_-4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Sbmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Mu3Sher Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-AhIL Abdali _____5664I64/6 
Italian, Al>Muhajreen 4777101/3 

ALBashir 4775111/26 

Army, Marks 4S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.., .5157100 

Arm! Hospital ~ . 5 607155 

AlAmal Cancer Centre .5353000 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09)983323 


Zarqa National HosprlaL (09)900560 

ttm Sina Hospital (09)98673 1 

AJ HDcma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital JCGJ275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. 

(02)7102011 

Spedality Hospital — (02)7103100 
AQABA; 

Princess HayaHospital (03.120401 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Whgtf flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


05:50 __ 
07:15 ___ 
07 JO 
0935 


.Tehran (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

.Damascus (RJ) 
Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16=2® Cairo (RJ) 

17=30 — London, Frankfurt (RJ) 
17:30 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

Other Flights 

Ii30 AdenftY) 

14:35 Istanbul (TK) 

1&00 — Dubai Damascus (EK) 

I8-J0 Benin (ME) 

18:45 Kiev (6U) 

19*5 Paris (AF) 

20-.25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20>«) .Cario(MS) 

2225 ..JLondoo, Damascus (BAj 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 Lamaca(CY) 

OOdSS Bucharest (RO) 

02.-00 Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wingp (RW) Flights 
09J0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

lI:10_Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Aiipon) (RW) 

ltMXLAqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport) (RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (aniving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

2&50 Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

0&25 .Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
l(fc50 ____JBeriia Brussels (RJ) 
H=Q5 — Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12L30 Cairo (RJ) 

19*35 Beirut (RJ) 

2<h30 Jeddah (RJ) 

2(k45 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other F ligh ts 

07:10.. Frankfurt (LH) 

13:30 AdenftY) 

15:35 Istanbul (TO 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

I9s40 Kiev(<5U) 

20=00 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 _• Cairo (MS) 

0(h35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01=5 .Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 ..Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Ffights 
0700 Aqaba (from Marks Air- 
port)(RW) ... 

08l30_Aqaha (from Marica Air- 
port) (RW) - 

16=30 Td Aviv (from Marks Air- 
portXRW) 

2030 —Aqaba (firm QAIA) (RW) 
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Tarawneh reiterates government’s 
commitment to national dialogue 

Opposition should not limit dialogue to prefixed agenda — premier 



HRB Princess Sarvath and French Ambassador Bernard Ernie attend a ceremonv for Jordanian students who visit- 
ed Fraoce recently (Photo by Boghos) 

Princess Sarvath praises Jordanian-French ties 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vatti has 'praised Jordanian- 
french relations and the 
fifendBy" ties between the two 
people. 

The Princess said French 
President Jacques Chirac's 
sate visit to Jordan in 1996 
we instrumental in promoting 
cultural exchanges between 
the two countries. 

]p remarks at a ceremony 
held SiHxiay evening by 
French Ambassador to Jordan 
Bernard Ernie to honour a 
group of Jordanian students 
who visited France recently 
within the -frame work of a Jor- 


danian-French cultural 
exchange programme. 

Princess Sarvath said tire 
French language is a means 
for learning about the cultures 
of the Francophone nations 
with which Jordan maintains 
relations. 

She added that through the 
French language, one can dis- 
cover the history and culture in 
which France played a signifi- 
cant role. 

“One cannot imagine 
Europe without France in 
terms of its power and its ini- 
tiatives and successes in vari- 
ous fields," the Princess added. 

She urged the students to 


exert all possible efforts to 
acquire knowledge, which she 
said is the right tool for con- 
fronting the future develop- 
ments. 

Thanking Princess Sarvath 
for attending the ceremony. 
Ernie underlined the impor- 
tance of cultural exchanges 
between the two countries. 

He said Chirac’s visit gave a 
boost to the French language 
as part of Jordan's educational 
system, noting that the Coun- 
cil of Higher Education has 
approved the teaching of 
Bench in schools and estab- 
lished French language depart- 
ments at state universities. 


The ambassador added that 
the French government has 
introduced Arabic in the 
French school system as part 
of a general policy towards 
opening up to other cultures, 
which he described as essen- 
tial for braiding strong ties 
with various nations. 

Ernie called for further 
efforts to encourage cultural 
exchanges between French 
and Jordanian students. 

The ceremony was amended 
by the ministers of education 
and culture and youth as well 
as a number of senators, 
deputies and heads of diplo- 
matic missions. 


By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Monday reiterated its 
commitment to an open and 
transparent dialogue with all 
sectors of society but said 
opposition parties should not 
limit this national process to a 
prefixed agenda. 

“Dialogue is neither a gov- 
ernment monopoly, nor 

should it be limited to political 
parties." Prime Minister 

Fayez Tarawneh said at a 
press conference. 

“'We believe in dialogue as a 
multi-faceted, ongoing, and 
comprehensive process, the 
agenda of which will be delin- 
eated during and through the 
process itself." 

The prime minister was 
referring to a memorandum 
by 13” opposition parties 
which listed peace and nor- 
malisation with Israel, the 
press and elections laws, the 
economic restructuring pro- 
gramme. and inter-Arab ties 
as the Issues they intended to 
tackle in the national dialogue. 

The eight-page memoran- 


dum. which was released at a 
press conference on Nov. 7, 
also reflected the opposition's 
fear of being sidelined, espe- 
cially if pro-government par- 
ties are invited to take part in 
the dialogue. 

But Tarawneh stressed yes- 
terday that “one cannot put 
forward a memorandum, with 
an agenda, and judge a priori 
that the dialogue will not suc- 
ceed unless certain conditions 
are met" 

The premier denied a news 
item published Monday in the 
Arabic weekly A1 Majd 
according to which the gov- 
ernment was planning to stop 
the national dialogue follow- 
ing the parties' memorandum. 

'*Nobody should say that the 
dialogue has failed only 
because there has been no 
answer [to the parties’ memo- 
randum! as of yet,” Tarawneh 
said. 

He said the memorandum 
earned the names of the 13 
opposition parties in the High- 
er Committee for Coordina- 
tion Among the Opposition 
Parties, but added that there 


were no signatures by party 
leaders or representatives. 

“We need to see commit- 
ment," he said. 

Urging parties not to judge 
the outcome of the dialogue 
beforehand, the prime minis- 
ter cited the 'very successful" 
dialogue experience with the 
professional associations. 

“They did nor come with a 
prefixed agenda.” be said 
“and dialogue is moving on.” 

The government held talks 
with leaders of the country’s 
13 professional associations 
on Oct. 17. in the first of a 
series of meetings in the 
national dialogue, expected to 
resolve a long-standing crisis 
which peaked with the oppo- 
sition's boycott of the Novem- 
ber 1997 general elections. 

The government has created 
a special ministerial commit- 
tee. headed by the premier, to 
maintain the momentum of a 
national discourse that His 
Majesty King Hussein 
resumed in May after the elec- 
tions boycott and that was 
continued by HRH Crown 
Prince Hussan. the Regent, 


during the summer. 

However. Tarawneh yester- 
day pointed out that “the 
prime minister does not need 
to be present at each and every 
meeting of the dialogue.” as it 
falls within the mandate of 
each minister to cany out a 
dialogue with the social par- 
ties concerned with each min- 
istry’s function. 

Die national dialogue was 
included in the tasks" specifi- 
cally entrusted to Tarawneh in 
the Royal letter of designation. 

Opening the second ordi- 
nary session of the 13th Par- 
liament. the Regent on Satur- 
day reiterated ~ the govern- 
ment's commitment to mutual 
consultation and open dia- 
logue among all society sec- 
tors. 

“Dialogue is not meant to be 
an exercise in futile argumen- 
tation and sophistry. We see it 
rather as a sophisticated 
instrument for benefiting from 
the aspirations of our citizens, 
their creativity and grand 
insight," Prince Hassan said in 
the traditional Speech from 
the Throne. 


‘Majority of newspapers meet 
deadline for adjusting to press law’ 


‘Crackdown on illegal foreign labour continues’ 


fry Mohammad Ben Hussein 

— Scores ofjllegal 
foreign .workers are being 
iperfed almost daily in a gpv- 
mmaitdiive to crackdown on 
feign labourers in the King- 
dom official said Monday. 

Ib Response to charges by 
htsinesjpersoiDS and econo- 
ms that the government’s 
campaign to streamline the for- 
ego [labour force has lost steam, 
bfcbur. Minister Mohammad 
Mah di Farfaan said that the gov- 
ernment is serious about curb- 
the high number of foreign 


workers in the country and that 
persons caught without a per- 
mit will immediately be deport- 
ed. 

The official who requested 
anonymity, could not disclose 
the exact number of people 
who have been deported and 
said foreigners of different 
nationalities are being sent out 
of the country, including Arab 
nationals. Asians and Africans. 

According to Labour Min- 
istry, figures around 107.000 
foreigners have rectified their 
status since the crackdown 
began two months ago. One 


Labour Ministry official who 
preferred not to be named said 
an average of 500 foreigners 
rectify their semis daily at the 
mkostty’s offices around the 
country. 

Faihan said the government 
will am vale Article 12 of the 
Labour Law. which stipulates 
that employers who hire for- 
eigners without work permits 
are liable to fines ranging from 
JD50 to JD 100 for each month 
the employee works. He called 
on employers to obtain work 
permits for their employees or 
be held accountable. 


But one Egyptian worker told 
the Jordan Times cm Monday 
thar he does not need_ro obtain a 
permit. T only have to be care- 
fxil nor 10 get into trouble, which 
is the only' way the police can 
ask me for my work permit and 
I can stay in Jordan forever.” 

Interior Minister Nayef Qadi 
had earlier said that Jordan 
hosts a large number of foreign- 
ers that could number nearly 
one million. 

Unemployment in Jordan is 
officially estimated at 16 per 
cent and independently at 27 
per cenL 


By Afia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — Most of Jordan’s 
dailies and weeklies met a 
deadline set by the Press and 
Publications Department 
which expired yesterday, to rec- 
tify their legal status in accor- 
dance with the 1998 press law. 

A PPD official told the Jordan 
Times on Monday that the five 
daily newspapers — Al Ra’i. Al 
Dusfour, Al Arab Al Yawm, Al 
Aswaq and he Jordan Times 
— had submitted all the 
required materials. 

He said all weeklies, except 
Al Mithaq, AJ Hadaf. Sawt AJ 
Mar’a, Akhbar Al Osbou, and 
Fares, have rectified their star 
tus. 

On Nov. 1. the PPD issued a 
circular to all periodicals asking 
them to submit the proper cre- 
dentials by the end of the 
month. 

“The period ends by mid- 
night today [Monday], and 
there will be no extensions,” 
Information Minister Nasser 


Judeh told reporters during a 
weekly press briefing. “The 
law is clear on the 90-day peri- 
od." 

“Most papers have rectified 
their situation,” he said. “If 
there is any delay, it is due to 
logistical reasons, [and] there- 
fore the government will be 
flexible and does not have any 
intentions of taking immediate 
and narrow-minded decisions.” 

The PPD said the publica- 
tions that did not meet the dead- 
line will be suspended for three 
months, during which time 
those periodicals can rectify 
their status. 

If the papers, however, do not 
adjust their situation by the end 
of the three months, the depart- 
ment said it would be forced to 
shut them down. 

In the circular to around 30 
publications, the PPD called on 
dailies to submit bank notes 
certifying that they hold a capi- 
tal of no less than JD500.000 
along with a memo from the 
Jordan Press Association certi- 


fying tiiai the paper's chief edi- 
tor is a journalist as defined by 
the 1998 Bess and Publications 
Law, a Jordanian resident who 
has worked in the profession 
for a minimum of eight years, a 
member of the association for 
ar least three years, and some- 
one who has never been con- 
victed of a crime that forced 
him/her to stop writing. It also 
called for the editor to possess 
reading and writing proficiency 
in the printed language of the 
publications. 

Specialised publications need 
to meet a capital requirement of 
JD5.000 and should have a 
chief editor with a minimum 
relevant experience of five 
years. The capital requirement 
for weekly publications is 
JD 100,000. 

The 1998 Press and Publica- 
tions Law went into effect Sept. 
I, despite hopes of amend- 
ments by journalists, editors 
and human rights organisa- 
tions. 

The press body had described 


the law as a "penal code” for 
journalists, and human rights 
organisations said that if the (aw 
were not amended, it would 
endanger Jordan’s press free- 
doms. 

Several analysts and human 
rights advocates charged (hat 
many articles in the law contra- 
dict both the Constitution and 
international conventions to 
which Jordan is a signatory. 

They also asserted that 
ambiguous language croup! ed 
with exacting penalties, includ- 
ing a legal mechanism to close 
down newspapers found in vio- 
lation of the law. would be used 
to “harass" journalists and force 
a regime of self-censorship on 
newspapers. 

The government has reiterat- 
ed on several occasions dial it 
would adopt a soft and lenient 
approach in implementing the 
law and world pursue a peace- 
ful dialogue with the entire 
press body. But it made no 
mention of further amendments 
to the law. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police investigate shooting death 

AMMAN — Police are questioning the family of a 38-year- 
Wdman who was found shot dead in his house in Karak on 
Sunday morning, according to official sources. The body of 
Khalid Mohammad, an engineer at Mu'ta University, was dis- 
^yeredby his brothers and sisters at around 5:00 a.m. in their 
faintly home in the Adnonieh area, eight kilometres from 
Karak’s city centre, one source said. “Police are questioning the 
father arid brothers of the victim in connection with their pos- 
involvement in the shooting incident,” the source said. 
Coolers said Mohammad was shot seven times in the head, 
aectand chest Another source told the Jordan Times that the 
victim “ mig ht have been killed over family problems. Police 
opniacted by the Ionian Times Monday evening declined com- 
ment and said they were investigating the incident. 

Itawneh visits statistics department 

AMMAN (Bara l — FVirne Minister Fayez Tarawneh Monday 
leased the efforts of the General Statistics Department in pro- 
vdrng accurate and timely information and statistics for plan- 
^ During a visit to the department, Tarawneh voiced his 
Moment's full support for the department to enable it to 
‘Stfyout ns duties effectively. He asked the department to pro- 
''foe-ftm with a report of a survey on labour and unemploy- 
ment that was carried out during the third quarter of this year. 

assured the department's staff about His Majesty 
NagTlusson's health, saying that his condition is excellent 

fcitishan caBs for national traffic body 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs 

^iheEmiranmect Tawfiq Kreishan on Monday suggested 

tofwbEeand private sector institutions create a higher nanoiv- 
ffrotiy -to handle issues related to traffic and read safety 
Addressing the opening session of a seminar entitled lo 
^yrdcT Kreishan said the public and private sectors 
SSl combine efforts towards reducing the inaewng 
road acaden ts. The minister called for a nadonaJ p Ian 
WMt fens to deal with the road safety problem. He uuea 
of municipal councils to place this problem at the top 
apriorities. 


European Film Festival opens Wednesday 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Ranging from 
dramas and thrillers to come- 
dies and romances, 10 films 
will be presented by European 
Union member slates at the 
10th European Film Festival 
to open Wednesday at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Austria, Belgium. Germany. 
Greece. Spain. France. Italy, 
the Netherlands, Sweden and 
the United Kingdom will 
screen recent films during the 
16-day event 

The economic counsellor at 
the Delegation of the Euro- 
pean Commission in Jordan. 
Ramon Mestres, said the festi- 
val will be an opportunity ro 
further enhance the cultural 
exchange between EU coun- 
tries and Jordan. 

“The strong support and 
warm reception which the 
event has enjoyed for years 
attest to the unique relations 
between the Kingdom and the 
EU.” Mestres told reporters 
Monday. “It confirms that our 
peoples place great value on 
cultural interaction and the 
need to work together on cre- 
ating deeper ties and bener 
understanding at the cultural 
and human levels.” 

Tickets to the films are JDI 
for adults and 500 fils for stu- 
dents, who can anend a special 
afternoon show. The festival’s 
proceeds will go to the Young 
Women’s Muslim .Associa- 
tion's Centre for Special Edu- 


cation. 

Austria, the current presi- 
dent of the EU, wiD present the 
film “Tafelspitz” at die open- 
ing of the festival ro be held 
under the patronage of Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
and Princess Sarvath. 

Tafelspitz (the name is taken 
from a type of cooked beef) 
tells the story of a girl who 
wants to become a master 
chef. In order to get to know 
the world, she goes to Berlin 
as an au-pair. Her Berlin host's 
American employer is more 
than impressed by her abilities 
and engages the cook for his 
New- York home without 
knowing that the coric is a girl. 
She goes to the city and gives 
her best to satisfy her employ- 
er’s appetite without getting to 
know him. She falls in Jove 
with him without knowing 
that be is her employer. 

“Mach Funf im Urwald” 
(It's a Jungle out there), from 
Germany, is a story about a 
small-town mayor in Bavaria 
and his family who try to be a 
model family but later worry 
that things 'may get out of 
hand. 

Belgium is participating 
with two films: “Rosas Danst 
Rosas" (Rosas Dances Rosas), 
which won first place among 
219 dance movies and videos, 
clinching the 9th edition of the 
International Video Dance 
Prize 1996: and “Een Griekse 
Tragedie” (A Greek Tragedy). 


which tells the dramatic end- 
ing of an ancient temple. 

Greece’s “Hades” depicts a 
man who abandons the safety 
and security of his world, 
home, work and family, and 
attempts a descent into the 
ocher world. 

“El Maestro de Esgrima” 
(The Master of Fencing), from 
Spain, portrays incidents in the 
life of the master of fencing in 
Madrid in 1S68 under the 
reign of Queen Isabel n. 

“Un Air de Faraille” (Fami- 
ly Likeness) is a comedy about 
the life of a French family. 

“Karakter" (Character), a 
1997 Oscar winner as best for- 
eign film from die Nether- 
lands, is the story of a detec- 
tive intrigued by a murder and 
the relationship between the 
suspect and his apparent vic- 
tim. 

Sweden's “Passagerareo” 
(The Passenger) rells die story 
of a female taxi driver and an 
armed passenger who are pur- 
sued by a motorcyclist in a 
countryside journey. 

“The Woodlandere,” from 
the U.K., ponrays the life of a 
community which has been 
sustained by the surrounding 
woodland for centuries, nei- 
ther knowing nor needing 
much from the outside world. 

■ i L’albero delle pen?” (The 
Pear Tree) is an Italian contri- 
bution to the festival 
Films will be screened at 5 
p.m. and 8 pan. Ail films are 
subtitled in English. 


JMA asks government to 
crack down on ‘illegal’ doctors 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Medical Association wants 
the government to help it 
crack down on over 150 for- 
eign physicians who are 
allegedly working illegally in 
the private sector and at some 
hospitals operated by stare- run 
universities. JMA officials 
have said 

They said die JMA had 
asked the ministries of health 
and interior to support their 
effort to weed out these doc- 
tors, mostly Iraqis and Syri- 
ans. 

It said they were operating 
at private clinics and at the 
Jordan University Hospital 
and King Abdullah Hospital, 
which belongs to the Jordan 
University for Science and 
Technology near Irbid, with- 
out obtaining a licence from 
the Health Ministry. 

“They are also levying 
cheaper fees, thus creating a 
source of unfair competition 
for Jondanian doctors with 


similar qualifications.'' said 
one JMA official. 

According to JMA rules, 
any Jordanian or non-Jordan- 
ian physician must register 
with the JMA to be able to 
practise. 

“Many of these non-Jordan- 
ian physicians have been 
practising illegally for the last 
three years, but pressure on us 
from private sector doctors 
mounted because they started 
competing with them while 
accepting lower treatment 
fees,” a JMA official told the 
Jordan Times. 

Other JMA rules stipulate 
that prior to licensing and reg- 
istering any non- Jordanian 
physician, he/she must have a 
speciality in demand in Jordan 
or work for a registered, non- 
profit medical organisation, as 
well as hold a residence per- 
mit. 

“We are not against non-Jor- 
danian physicians if they prac- 
tise at the Health Ministry 
because they do not pose any 
competition to the private sec- 


tor.” added Ahmad Armouti. 
JMA secretary general. 

“But the problem is friar the 
University of Jordan and 
JUST are employing foreign 
specialists who are creating 
unfair competition," he added. 

According to other JMA 
rules, any non-Jordanian 
physician who wishes to pur- 
sue his/her higher studies at 
the Jordan University Hospi- 
tal or JUST can be registered 
with the JMA and obtain a res- 
ident licence. 

“We encourage such [spe- 
cialist] physicians to practise 
in Jordan because their jobs 
are unpaid since they are 
trainees and they generate 
additional income for univer- 
sity hospitals.'' Armouti 
stressed. 

Many of the 400 Iraqi 
physicians who registered 
with the JMA to practise tem- 
porarily cancelled tbeir mem- 
berships after finding jobs in 
other countries. 

Government officials were 
not available tor comment. 



CHRISTMAS CHARITY BAZAAR 
* Annual Christmas chanty bazaar, sf^wed 

(TeL 56996M). 


ta Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* “While You Were Sleeping" ai the 
Books® Caff?. Jahai Amman ar 830 pun. (TeL 
5661717). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Woks of 1 7 British artists and painters from 
the Nineteenth Cennny at the British Council 


Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* Ofl paintings by AH Najjar al Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 14. 

* The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Con- 
mnporai}’ Arab Artists at Daral Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh (TeL 4643251/2, until Jaa 28. 

* Photography exhibition entitled "Windows 
and Doors" by Haiti Hourani al Baladna Art 
Gallcrv. Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until Dec. 
18. 
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4 World News 


Anwar 

counsel wins 
jail reprieve 



ft 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— A defence counsel of 
ousted Deputy Premier 
Anwar Ibrahim won a last- 
minute reprieve against a 
three-month jail sentence 
for contempt of court 
Monday, as hundreds of 
lawyers descended on the 
main courthouse. 

"We want justice!'’ the 
lawyers and family mem- 
bers shouted as Anwar 
defence counsel Zainur 
Zakaria emerged from the 
court building, visibly 
shaken but still smiling 
after a day of drama. 

After handing down the 
jail sentence earlier, presid- 
ing judge Justice Augustine 
Paul ordered Zainur to sur- 
render himself to the court 
at 4 p.m. (0800 GMT). 

But Court of Appeal pres- 
ident Lamin Yunus granted 
an interim stay of execution 
against the sentence pend- 
ing a hearing set for Friday 
afternoon. said 

Pawancheek Merican. 

another member of 


Anwar’s defence team. 

He told reporters that bail 
for Zainur had been set at 
10,000 ringgit ($2,600). 

Zainur had been sen- 
tenced by Paul after refus- 
ing to apologise for allega- 
tions that prosecutors tried 
to fabricate evidence 
against Anwar contained in 
a court application he filed 
Saturday on behalf of the 
ousted deputy premier. 

"We are shocked, com- 
pletely shocked," said one 
of the chanting lawyers 
who turned out to see 
Zainur as he emerged from 
the court, in the same cen- 
tral Kuala Lumpur building 
where Anwar's corruption 
trial, now in its 16th day. is 
taking place. 

He added Zainur’s three- 
month sentence was a 
"blow to every lawyer in 
this country." 

“He is brave. He is our 
hero," said another lawyer 
who asked not to be named. 

A third lawyer. P. 
Uthayakumar, said he and 



Wan Azizah Wan Ismail (right), wife of sacked Malaysian finance minister Anwar Ibrahim, arrives at the 
Malaysian High Court in Kuala Lumpur, while her daughter Nurul Izzah Anwar (centre) assists Anwar’s mother, 
Che Yan Hamid. Anwar accused prosecutors last weekend of trying to get a businessman friend to fabricate evi- 
dence of sex crimes by him (Reuters photo) 


other lawyers were propos- 
ing to hold an emergency 
meeting of the Malaysian 
bar council "to discuss the 
welfare of a fellow member 
of Lhe bar. 


“We need a minimum of 
50 people and we have 
already 57. I've already 
submitted the proposal." he 
said. "We'd like to have it 
as soon as possible." 


The drama blew up dur- 
ing the trial of Anwar, 
sacked by Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad in 
September, which is hear- 
ing four corruption charges. 


all denied by Anwar. 

The former deputy pre- 
mier has also pleaded not 
guilty to a fifth corruption 
charge and five accusations 
of sodomy. 


Strong earthquake kills 
at least six in Indonesia 


Hun Sen, new cabinet sworn in 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
A powerful earthquake struck 
two small, remote islands in 
eastern Indonesia at night, 
killing at least six people. 
Volunteers spent Monday 
searching through ruined 
buildings and landslides for 
survivors. 

Local government officials 
said at least 153 people were 
injured and more than 180 
homes and buildings were 
damaged 

Roads were cut and bridges 
destroyed hampering search 
and rescue efforts. 

Local police SgL Hafid said 
three men and three women 
had been confirmed dead on 
worst-hit Mangole Island No 
deaths were reported on neigh- 
bouring Taliabu Island despite 
widespread injuries and dam- 
age. 

Two strong aftershocks were 
felt and hundreds of people ran 
to the safety of a soccer field on 
Mangole after the magnitude- 
6.5 quake struck Sunday night. 
More than 7.000 people were 
spending Monday night in 
tents or in the open in fear of 
their homes collapsing. 

Dozens of wooden houses 
slid into the sea and one of 
many landslide destroyed 
Mangole s main docks. 

Witnesses said large cracks 
scarred the streets of 
Mangole’s largest town. Dofa. 
and elsewhere on the island 
which has a population of 
about 38.000. 

Officials feared the numbers 
of dead and injured could rise 
as information came in from 


outlying villages. 

Urgent supplies of food and 
medicine were needed they 
said 

Neither island has a major 
hospital. A local government 
official. Karim Wamona, said 
emergency flights were taking 
seriously injured victims to 
neighbouring islands for urgent 
treatment. 

“People are now gathering in 
a football field There was a lot 
of panic. They are too afraid to 
sleep because there might be 
aftershocks.” police Sgt Yopi 
Sari waring said by telephone 
from Mangole. 

He said fee quake lasted only 
a few seconds. 

"But it was biggest anyone 
here had ever felt This is the 
worst damage this island has 
had from an earthquake," 
Sari waring said 

Hafid said five people were 
killed when the roof of a ply- 
wood factory collapsed 

The official An Lara news 
agency quoted factory execu- 
tives as saying more workers 
might still be trapped in the 
wreckage. 

A sixth victim died when the 
landslide buried the docks. At 
least three loading vehicles had 
been swept into the sea. 

The search for casualties was 
continuing on the island about 
1,900 kilometres ( 1.1S0 miles) 
northeast of Indonesia’s capi- 
tal. Jakarta. 

Electricity supplies had been 
cut and telecommunications 
with both islands were patchy. 

Indonesia's Meteorological 
and Geophysics Agency said 


the quake had a magnitude of 
6.5. 

It struck at 10:10 pm (1410 
GMT) Sunday and was cen- 
tred beneath the Maluku Sea, 
about 370 kilometres south of 
the city of Manado on the 
island of Sulawesi, the agency 
said 

Earlier, the U.S. Geological 
Survey in Washington said the 
quake had a preliminary mag- 
nitude of 7.6. 

The geological survey issued 
a tsunami warning for the 
Western Pacific. The alert for 
Japan, however, was lifted 
after about two hours. 

Mangole, an island dominat- 
ed by the timber industry, is 
part of the Maluku archipel- 
ago, known in colonial times 
as the Spice Islands. 

In Etecember 1992, a magni- 
tude-7 earthquake caused a 
tsunami that killed about 2500 
people on nearby Flores Island 

More than 2,000 people were 
killed in July when a tsunami 
hit the northern coast of neigh- 
bouring Papua New Guinea. 

Earthquakes are common in 
Indonesia, which lies astride 
the so-called Pacific "Ring of 
Fire” — a line of volcanically 
active areas that stretches from 
Central America and the west- 
ern coast of North America 
across to Japan, Southeast 
Asia, die South Pacific and 
New Zealand 

A magnitude-6 quake can 
cause severe damage if centred 
beneath a heavily populated 
area, while a magnitude-7 
quake can cause widespread 
heavy damage. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and his new coali- 
tion government were voted 
into office on Monday, end- 
ing 17 months of crisis 
since the previous adminis- 
tration collapsed in vio- 
lence. 

The National Assembly 
passed a vote of confidence 
in favour of the coalition 
between Hun Sen's 
Cambodian People’s Party 
(CPP) and FUNCINPEC. 
the party of the former part- 
ner he ousted in July last 
year. Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

Before the vote Hun Sen 
unveiled his government's 
programme, promising 
broad fiscal reform, less 
spending on security and 
tough action on corruption, 
illegal logging and crime. 

He also said Cambodia 
would seek to regain its seat 
at the United Nations and 
secure membership of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

"I believe this govern- 
ment will work effectively," 
Hun Sen told reporters after 
the vote. "Cambodia's entry 
to ASEAN is one priority, 
and to get back Cambodia's 
U.N. seat is another." 

Cambodia's membership 
of the nine- member 
ASEAN was postponed last 
year after Hun Sen ousted 
his then senior co- Premier 
Ranariddh. Its seat U.N. 
seat was also left vacant. 

Economists say the new 
government faces a host of 
daunting challenges and 
must implement reforms 
and direct more resources 
into health, education and 


agriculture. 

The poverty-stricken 
country has been spending 
up to 50 per cent of its 
annual budget on security. 
Political analysts say the 
virtual demise of the Khmer 
Rouge rebel group gives the 
coalition a golden opportu- 
nity to redirect public 
funds. 

“This provides a lot of 
possibilities for FUNCIN- 
PEC and CPP cooperation, 
to move forward to the 21st 
century," Hun Sen told 
reporters, referring to the 
collapse of the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Hun Sen said leaders of 
the Khmer Rouge, held 
responsible for the death of 
an estimated 1.7 million 
people during their 1975-79 
rule, must be brought to jus- 
tice. 

Later, Hun Sen and his 
cabinet, all clad in tradition- 
al forma] attire, were sworn 
in at the Royal Palace in the 
presence of the man Hun 
Sen ousted last year. 

Ranariddh was last week 
voted in as National 
Assembly president under a 
deal he struck with Hun Sen 
this month. The prince is 
also acting head of state in 
the absence of his father. 
King Norodom Sihanouk, 
until a Senate is set up. 

Under their coalition pact, 
the two former rivals agreed 
the Senate chairman would 
serve as head of state when 
the king was away. CPP 
president Chea Sim will 
chair the new Senate. 

Monday's vote of confi- 
dence needed the support of 
two-thirds of assembly 
members. 


Hun Sen’s CPP and 
Ranariddh’s FUNCINPEC 
party together have 107 
seats in the 122-member 
assembly. Hun Sen's party 
won a slim majority in a 
July election but not enough 
seats to govern alone. 

Ninety-nine of 116 assem- 
bly members present on 
Monday voted for the coali- 
tion and 13 against, includ- 
ing opposition leader Sam 
Rainsy. Three members 
abstained and there was one 
spoilt ballot. 

CPP member Keat Chhon 
retained his post at the 
finance ministry and- the 
new foreign minister was 
Hor Nam Hong, a CPP 
member who held the port- 
folio in the early 1990s. 

Ranariddh and Sam 
Rainsy contested Hun Sen’s 
election win saying his rul- 
ing party won through fraud 
and intimidation. But 
Ranariddh agreed to join 
Hun Sen in a coalition after 
coining under what he said 
was intense international 
pressure. 

Sam Rainsy and diplo- 
mats said it remained to be 
seen if the new government 
would live up to its promis- 
es. “All that is fine," said 
one diplomat of Hun Sen’s 
policy statement “The 
question is if they have the 
political will to carry it 
out” 

Hun Sen and Ranariddh 
shared power as co-pre- 
miers in a coalition set up 
after Ranariddh’s party won 
the most seats in a U.N.-run 
election in 1993. That coali- 
tion collapsed last year 
when Hun Sen ousted 
Ranariddh. 


Members of Congress divided on impeachment or censure 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Impeachment proceed- 
ings against President 
Bill Clinton are headed 
for a December finale in 
the House of 
Representatives amid 
doubts about whether 
lawmakers have the 
votes to impeach or the 
will to censure. 

The House is expected 
to vote in mid-December 
on whether to send arti- 
cles of impeachment to 
the Senate. House 
Majority Whip Tom 
DeLay, a Texas 

Republican, said Sunday 

on CNN's “Late Edition” 
that he thought a majori- 
ty of 218 would vote to 
impeach. But other 

Republicans said they 
did not have the votes. 

House Judiciary 

Committee hearings 
resume Tuesday with tes- 
timony from convicted 
peijurers, some of whom 
have served jail terms. 
Democrats say it is 

meaningless because 
there is no proof that 


Clinton petjured himself 
about his sexual relation- 
ship with former White 
House intern Monica 
Lewinsky and no legal 
basis for equating per- 
jury with impeachment. 

A more pivotal hearing 
could be on Dec. 8, when 
Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Henry Hyde, 
an Dlinois Republican, 
has invited Clinton or his 
representatives to testify. 
The White House has not 
decided how to respond 
to the invitation, but 
Republicans say it could 
be a last chance for 
Clinton to admit he lied 
about his relationship 
with Lewinsky. 

Republicans said 
Clinton missed such a 
chance in his written 
responses last week to 8 1 
questions submitted to 
him by Hyde, in which 
the president stuck to his 
grand jury assertions that 
he did not have sexual 
relations with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

“Right now. to me he is 


an unrepentant perjurer 
who should lose his job 
unless he changes his 
tone." said Rep. Lindsey 
Graham, a South 
Carolina Republican 
who is a Judiciary 
Committee member. 

Graham and a commit- 
tee colleague. Rep. Ed 
Bryant, a Tennessee 
Republican, said on 
NBC's “Meet The Press" 
they opposed the less 
drastic step of censuring 
the president while keep- 
ing him in office. 

But Rep. Peter King, a 
New York Republican, 
said that while Clinton’s 
conduct was “reckless, 
irresponsible and I 
believe illegal, I just 
don’t believe it is 
impeachable." 

IF the House impeaches 
rather than censures and 
sends the issue to the 
Senate for trial, “we are 
going to tie up the coun- 
try for six months," he 
said. 

Congressional 
Democrats and White 


House officials also were 
promoting censure or 
some lesser punishment. 

“We continue to hope 
that a bipartisan consen- 
sus emerges in the House 
to reflect what is a broad 
and bipartisan public 
view that the allegations 
do not warrant impeach- 
ment," White House 
spokesman Jim Kennedy 
said. 

Two of the Democrats’ 
sharpest critics of the 
president's behaviour 
also pushed for censure. 
Sen. Joseph Lieberraan 
of Connecticut wrote in a 
New York Times column 
Sunday that if impeach- 
ment is defeated in the 
House and there is no 
censure option, “the 
nation woula be left with 
an unclear and unaccept- 
able conclusion to this 
crisis." 

Retiring Rep. Paul 
McHale of Pennsylvania, 
the first House Democrat 
to urge Clinton to resign, 
said the president's 
alleged wrongdoings 


may be impeachable, but 
the nation clearly wants 
him to stay in office. 

""We can honourably 
conclude this matter with 
something short of 
impeachment" if Clinton 
shows more candour, 
McHale said. 

The Judiciary 

Committee, in the days 
following the proposed 
Dec. 8 hearing, is expect- 
ed to vote on at least one 
article of impeachment, 
probably peijury. The 
case could go to the full 
House the following 
week. 

King said he knew of 
15 to 20 Republicans 
who would vote against 
impeachment in the full 
House, while McHale 
said he was aware of 
only two or three 
Democrats seriously 
considering a vote in 
favour of impeachment. 

With Republicans hold- 
ing a 228-206 majority in 
the current Congress, 
along with one 
Democratic-oriented 


independent, that could 
put the impeachment 
vote just short of the 
218-vote majority. 

Senate Judiciaiy 
Committee Chairman 
Sen. Orrin Hatch, a Utah 
Republican, said on 
ABC’s “This Week” that 
he saw a “50-50 chance” 
that the House would 
refer articles of impeach- 
ment to the Senate. He 
said he would meet with 
Senate Majority Leader 
Trent Lott of Mississippi, 
Democratic leader Tom 
Daschle of South Dakota 
and others to prepare for 
that possibility. 

Censure becomes an 
option if it is clear the 
Senate does not have the 
two-thirds, or 67 votes, 
to convict. Hatch said on 
ABC’s “This Week." 
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Chile Socialist urges 
Pinochet trial in Chile 

MADRID (R) — Chile’s leading leftist candidate for 
president. Ricardo Lagos, has called for a political com- 
mitment to reform the judicial system and bring former 
dictator Augusto Pinochet home to stand trial. Lagos, 
who heads the Social Democrats and is the favourite to 
win next year’s election, told newspaper El Pais, in an 
interview published Monday that the arrest of Pinochet 
in Britain could be converted into an opportunity to push 
ahead with reform. Asked whether the Chilean democra- 
cy and judicial system was strong enough to try the for- 
mer dictator, Lagos answered: “The commitment and 
willingness of the Chilean people in this direction is 
indispensable ... we need a political commitment’’. 
Pinochet was arrested in London on October 16 follow- 
ing a request from Spain for him to be extradited to face 
charges of murder, torture and genocide. Britain’s high- 
est court last week ruled that he did not enjoy immunity 
from facing the charges, and Britain's Home Secretary 
Jack Straw now must decide before Dec. 11 whether 
extradition can go ahead. Pinochet is on bail, but under 
police guard at a London clinic where he is recovering 
from back surgery. He ruled in Chile from 1973 to 1990, 
awarding himself amnesty before handing over to 
democracy. 

Report of mutiny by Zimbabwean 
troops in Congo slammed as ‘lies’ 

HARARE (AFP) — The Zimbabwe defence ministry 
has dismissed as “malicious and blatant lies" a local 
report suggesting that Zimbabwean troops deployed on 
the government side in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) were mutinous. The weekly Independent 
reported a week-and - a-h alf ago that fears of a mutiny by 
the troops sent to prop up President Laurent Kabila’s 
regime against rebels forces in the DRC had prompted 
the government to send in 1.500 military police. It said 
the deployment came in the wake of growing indisci- 
pline among soldiers reluctant to fight a war they felt had 
nothing to do with Zimbabwe. But a statement from the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF) said: “The reports are 
malicious and blatant lies aimed at discrediting the 
image of the ZDF". “There was never any special 
deployment of military police details,” said the state- 
ment, adding that the military police strength was in any 
event less than 1.000. “The presence of a few military 
police members in the DRC is perfectly normal and 
should not be cause for alarm to any knowledgeable 
journalist,” the army statement said. The Independent, 
whose report quoted unnamed military sources, also said 
that four senior army officers were due to be court-mar- 
tialled for not reportin g for duty and alleged defiance of 
orders. It said that discontent among the troops there was 
made worse by erratic supplies of food and medicines on 
the eastern front and heavy casualties. Zimbabwe, which 
has an estimated 6,000 troops in die DRC, has admitted 
to just seven deaths among its soldiers in this foreign 
campaign so far. 

Bangladesh court demands 
explanation on rights abuses 

DHAKA (AFP) — Bangladesh’s High Court has demand- 
ed the government answer claims from rights groups that 
police were responsible for deaths and torture in custody 
and of abusing their powers of arrest, officials said 
Monday. “The High Court issued the rule Sunday asking 
the government to show cause as to why it should not be 
directed to restrain from unwarranted abuse of power and 
to strictly follow the constitutional provisions for arrests 
and investigation," a court official said. The court also 
asked the government to explain why authorities should 
not be asked to give monetary compensation for “police 
torture and custody deaths," the official added. The bench 
issued the ruling on top officials of the law and home min- 
istries as well as the police chief after a writ petition filed 
by die Bangladesh Legal Aid and Service Trust (BLAST), 
a coalition of human rights groups. The defendants were 
asked to reply within eight weeks. According to press 
reports. BLAST cited at least three deaths in police custody 
and a number of other incidents of custodial torture and 
rape in the past several years. It called the actions "palpar 
ble violation of human rights which are protected by the 
constitution." The petition came six months after a univer- 
sity student was killed in police custody following his 
arrest on suspicion, sparking a nationwide protest and anti- 
police demonstrations. Several police officials are facing 
trial after they were arrested following the death of 
Shamim Reza Rubel who was in the custody of detectives 
in Dhaka. Press reports said that in the capital alone some 
100 people are detained by police every night under a law 
that allows police to detain someone for “suspected move- 
ment/' a charge which BLAST said was widely abused, 

Michael Jackson eyeing U.K. school 
for son Prince 

LONDON (R) — Pop superstar Michael Jackson was 
reported Monday to be considering sending his son to an 
elite British private school. Jackson, whose son Prince is 
21 months old. has sent an aide to check out Stowe 
boarding school in Buckinghamshire, north of London, 
which charges 15,000 pounds ($25,000) a year per pupil, 
British newspapers reported. Former pupils include 
Virgin business tycoon Richard Branson. Jackson would 
be following in the footsteps of American singer 
Madonna, who has put her two-year-old daughter 
Lourdes down for the straight-laced Cheltenham Ladies 
College in southern England. “Michael has always been 
a fan of the British private school system and knows 
what a good education it offers. Friends told him about 
Stowe and he liked the sound of it. But once he heard all 
the details he was sold on the idea,” an aide of Jackson’s 
was quoted as telling the Sun newspaper. 

Thief poses as bag of frozen meat 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A thief posed as a bag of frozen 
meat to get himself locked up in a warehouse for the 
night so that he would be able to help himself to other 
property stored there, ITAR-TASS news agency repented 
Monday. The man, who hid in a sack, had another sack 
with him which he intended to fill up during the night in 
the depot in the Perm region of the Urals. An accomplice 
was due to collect both bags in the morning. But the plan 
fell apart when a warehouse employee tripped over the 
sack accidentally. She was amazed when it moved as it 
was supposed to contain frozen meat to be sold at mar- 
ket She opened the bag and found herself eyeball to eye- 
ball with a man’s head. When he started to get out. the 
sack, she came to her wits and locked him in-.Tbe man 
was arrested, as was his accomplice on arriving to collect 
the bags, ITAR-TASS said. 





World News 



nth Korean monks and their civilian supporters fight with riot police in an attempt to break through police lines 
d join their beleaguered colleagues in the headquarters of the Chogye temple in Seoul- Hundreds of monks, 
gaged in a fierce power straggle, fought pitched battles for control of the sect (Reuters photo) 

Seven monks injured in violent 
lashes at S. Korean Buddhist temple 


EOUL- - (AFP) — 
hmdreds-of rival monks 
egfit pitched battles at the 
eadgufflefs of South 
wean Buddhism Monday, 
changing punches and 
nriing rocks and fire- 
pmbs leaving seven 
ijured m a dispute over the 
tctionof a chief adminis- 
aor, • . 

mtinl lie grounds of Chogye 
mu apje in central Seoul 
sued into a battlefield 
to some 1,000 monks 
wed their, way through . 
imcades- Icl . oust rival. 

1 ouks holed up at the tem- 
c's five-storey adminis- 
mand- njon building. 

> te Ore follower was hit by a 
jfliA raying stone and hospi- 
- d feed. Six other monks 
ceding from their faces 
avik d heads were also rushed 
erad hospital during the fight- 
artf* g which raged for several 
ini* 1 firs around the building, 
shod acted by some 2,000 fol- 
pota were. 

beoi Some; 100 monks wearing 
tm item and masks locked 
onselves into the build- 
jVSTi g, .barricaded with logs 


and furniture, while their 
colleagues exchanged kicks 
and punches in the grounds. 

At one point, fire broke 
out when die monks poured 
gasoline and hurled fire- 
bombs. But the blaze was 
put out immediately by a 
firelruck. 

The monks on the 
grounds fought back with 
rocks, watched by thou- 
sands of riot police and fol- 
lowers, and witnessed by 
AFP correspondents. 

Some, monks hurled rocks 
..while others inside the 
budding hosed down those 
trying to remove logs 
stacked around the 
entrance, while others 
hurled abuse and cursed. 

“Come out," an angry 
young monk yelled, urging 
those holed up in the build- 
ing to allow a free election 
after ending their occupa- 
tion. 

The fight came to a brief 
halt when police using a 
bulldozer smashed down a 
barricade at the temple’s 
back gate, clearing the way 
for a raid. 


Thousands of riot police 
armed with clubs, shields 
and tear gas launchers sur- 
rounded Chogye, the hub of 
South Korean Buddhism, 
which boasts 10 million 
followers. 

But police did not inter- 
vene in the free-wheeling 
fistfight, the latest in a 
series of dashes which 
crippled a planned election 
in early November and left 
dozens of monks injured. 

“We do not want to inter- 
vene in the internal fight. 
But police will be sent into 
the temple if violence is out- 
of control,” a police com- 
mander told AFP. 

The one-month battle has 
disrupted the election of 
Chogye ’s secretary general, 
who is in charge of finances 
and management for hun- 
dreds of temples in South 
Korea. 

The Buddhists have been 
divided into two groups — 
the Purification and 
Reform Committee (PRC) 
and the Constitution 
Safeguards Committee 
(CSC). 


PRC members occupied 
the temple two weeks ago. 
saying they were supported 
by top monk Wolha and 
other senior monks. But the 
rival faction accused them 
of seeking illegal control of 
the temple's administration. 

“A majority of Buddhists 
hope to elect the chief 
administrator through a fair 
and clean election." the 
CSC said in leaflets, accus- 
ing Wolha of dictatorship. 

“Buddhism has been 
exposed too much to poli- 
tics. We need to restore our 
tradition based on zen and 
independence from poli- 
tics," said the CSC, sup- 
ported by dissidents and 
young monks. 

Buddhism is South 
Korea's most followed reli- 
gion with 15 centuries of 
deep-rooted tradition. But 
its modern history has been 
marred by factional fights 
and political interference. 

“Purification,’’ read a 
giant banner fluttering 
across the concrete and 
brick building girded with 
sashes. 


ilOS to hurt S. Africa more than rest of Africa’ 


WANNESBURG (R) — 
^Africa, suffering one 
world’s fastest spread- 
(fflV epidemics, will feel 
ft. pain from the disease 
to the rest of the continent 
c >U5e Its economy is more 
'doped,-- ■ the United 
“tens-said Monday. 

^ im precisely because 
Africa has a relatively 
ftticated economic sys- 
tfl that "its economic per- 
ff ®aace is so vulnerable to 
t effects of the epidemic.” 
^ a joint report issued by 
6 .. JUaited Nations 
^topment Programme 
and the U.N.’s pro- 

SSjk". mv/AIDS ' 

more skilled and 
^farced the population 
HIV infection. 
* ihe impact will 


be — both sectorally and at 
the macro-economic level.” 

The report said the effects 
were likely to be greater and 
more observable in South 
Africa than other African 
countries, partly because of 
the greaxer availability and 
range of public services and 
the government’s determi- 
nation to extend these. 

Projections suggest almost 
a quarter of South Africa s 
population will be infected 
by 2010. slashing life 
expectancy to 4S years from 
the 68.2 'years anticipated 
without the epidemic. 

Around three million 
South .Africans are currently 
infected with the human 
immunodeficiency virus of 
a sub-Saharan total of 22.5 
million, which is 95 per cent 
of total infections world- 


wide. 

Almost 1.600 people are 
infected daily in South 
Africa on average. 

Economists have estimat- 
ed the disease could wipe 
several percentage points off 
economic growth over the 
coming years. 

The UN AIDS/UNDP 

report said the spread of the 
disease in the country was 
compounded by poverty, 
mass unemployment, stig- 
matisation and secrecy, and 
threatened development and 
democracy four years after 
the end of apartheid. 

“In South Africa today, 
HIV/AIDS threatens to 
reverse progress in human 
development and the pro- 
motion of a representative 
and participatory democra- 
cy,” it said. 


pA chief urges N. Korea 
Ccess to suspect nuclear 


rjAFP) — The 
^tije toremational 
_ .-Energy Agency 
7- " Monday urged 
; -K§rea to allow 

io; an underground 
^suspected of 
^yKed to revive its 
r 2^weapons pro- 

President 
FlBaradei said 
previous- 
W^ puciear . pro- 
for nego- 
was possi- 


MS? 


“There is a need to clari- 
fy what the underground 
facility is, and we should 
be able to examine it 
through dialogue with 
North Korea,” ElBaradei 
was quoted by presidential 
officials as saying during a 
meeting with President 

Kim Dae- Jung. 

He said North Korea s 
situation was complex 
unlike the case m Iraq, 
where the IAEA 
thorough grip on the prob- 

* “The best solution is to 
use dialogue to gtf 
North Koreans to open up 


(its facility),” he said. 

North Korea is under 
pressure to allow access to 
its new underground site in 
Kumchangni near 

Yongbyon, spotted by U.S. 
intelligence satellites, 
amid mounting fears the 
Stalinist state is reviving 
its nuclear programme. 

North Korea has angrily 
rebuffed demands by the 
United States for access, 
describing the complex as 
a “civil underground struc- 
ture.” 

It has also insisted it 
would only allow the 
inspection if Washington 


“The spread of HIV and 
AIDS in South Africa is 
fuelled by the apartheid 
legacy of the migrant labour 
system, the accompanying 
spread of sexually transmit- 
ted diseases and the subordi- 
nate status of women.” 

The report said South 
Africa had to recognise the 
causal relationship between 
poverty and the spread and 
impact of the disease and 
put into place plans to 
address the damage to 
labour supply and produc- 
tivity if it was to protect its 
economy. 

South Africa's Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki in 
October launched a national 
programme bringing togeth- 
er trade unions, business and 
civil society groups to try to 
fight the epidemic. 

to allow 
facility 

paid compensation. 

U.S. officials said North 
Korea has asked for mil- 
lions of dollars, perhaps as 
much as S300 million, to 
allow a U.S. inspection of 
the suspect complex. 

The United States has 
told North Korea a 1994 
nuclear agreement could 
be scrapped unless it opens 
up the Kumchangni site to 
inspections. 

Under a 1994 agreement, 
the United States promised 
to supply light water reac- 
tors and fuel oil to North 
Korea in return for a freeze 
on its nuclear programme. 
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Suu Kyi hits out at 
military gag attempt 



BANGKOK (R; — 

Myanmar opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi accused 
the ruling military of trying 
to silence the pro-democra- 
cy movement by making 
visiting journalists promise 
not to make contact with 
her. 

The 1991 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, in a rare 
interview, also accused the 
generals of making excuses 
to avoid a dialogue with 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD). which 
they have kept from power 
despite its landslide elec- 
tion win eight years ago. 

“I think the authorities 
are anxious to make sure 
the world does not ger to 
hear about us or hear from 
us.” Suu Kyi said in 
Yangon last week in video- 
taped answers to questions 
from Reuters. 

“I understand there has 
been a campaign in recent 
weeks to persuade corre- 
spondents to promise they 
would not see me — that 
they would be given a visa, 
they would be promised a 
journalistic visa, provided 
they make an undertaking 
not to see me, not to talk to 
me. 

“I think that’s the main 


reason why you haven’t 
heard much from the NLD, 
because there has been a 
deliberate campaign to pre- 
vent the world from hear- 
ing from us.” 

She said it was vital for 
the NLD to be able to com- 
municate with the outside 
world. 

“People all over the 
world need to be alerted to 
what is happening in 
Burma... unless they are 
informed of what is going 
on it will be difficult for 
them to voice their support 
for what we are doing. I 
think keeping lines of com- 
munications open is very, 
very important.” 

Asked how the world 
should react, she said: “We 
would appreciate the world 
coming out with messages 
of support and we would 
like elected parliaments of 
this world, especially, to 
support our committee." 

She was referring to a 
committee the NLD set up 
in September to represent 
the parliament elected in 
the 1990 poll. 

Suu Kyi said that as of 
Nov. 19. 182 NLD MPs 
and about 600 other party 
members were in detention, 
although some had since 


been released. 

Most were detained after 
the party vowed in 
September to convene par- 
liament. 

“Many, many continue ro 
be under detention and 1 
understand the health of 
some detainees is not good. 

“In general you can say 
they have released those 
whom they have either 
coerced into making some 
kind of undertaking not to 
support the NLD any more 
or those who are in a pre- 
carious state of health and 
they don't want to be 
responsible if anything 
happens to them.” she said. 

“I understand the authori- 
ties say that if we give up 
the call for the convening 
of parliament, they would 
release ali the detainees, 
but we have made it quite 
clear we are not going to 
give up our demand that 
parliament be convened.” 

Suu Kyi brushed aside 
calls in the military-con- 
trolled media for the dis- 
banding of the NLD and 
her deportation. 

“We have made it quite 
clear that even if they did 
deregister the NLD we 
would continue with our 
work... we'll carry on 


Biotech companies face 
backlash if no ethical debate 


ADELAIDE (R) — 

Scientists and biotechnology 
companies pursuing genetic 
research should promote full 
and open debate on their 
work or risk public backlash 
which could halt their stud- 
ies, a leading bioetfaicist said 
Monday. 

Senior .Australian judge 
Michael Kirby told Reuters 
the debate on the cloning of 
human cells, sparked by the 
cloning of Dolly the sheep in 
Scotland in 1996, highlighted 
the risks when science out- 
strips debate on ethics. 

“Unless there is a proper, 
thorough explanation to the 
community of the scientific 
arguments for cloning, the 
natural response of a commu- 
nity ignorant of the potential 
benefits is to simply say ‘this 
is unnatural... we should ban 
it'.” he said. 

Kirby is a member of the 
bioethics committees of the 
United Nations Educational. 


Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) and 
the Human Genome Project, 
an international effort to map 
and sequence all human 
genes. 

Public fears sparked by the 
cloning of Dolly were height- 
ened this month with the 
cloning in the United States 
of an adult human cell. 

Scientists at the 
Massachusetts-based biotech 
company Advanced Cell 
Technology said they had 
fused human cells into cow 
eggs to grow stem cells for 
tissue transplants, not to grow 
an embryo that would essen- 
tially be a human clone. 

Speaking at GeneCom ‘98. 
a privately organised interna- 
tional conference on gene 
technology, Kirby said efforts 
to address the ethical dilem- 
mas posed by genetic 
research were being ham- 
pered by lack of funds. 

He said multinational cor- 


porations which stood to 
make significant commercial 
gains from that research 
should contribute more to 
debate, both financially and 
intellectually — if only out of 
self-protection. 

“Unless you engage the 
community in debate about 
these issues, the result will be 
that instinctive, intuitive 
responses will rule the sci- 
ence and that may not be for 
the benefit of either humanity 
as a whole or science in a par- 
ticular community.” he said. 

Kirby also blamed the 
media for a lack of serious 
public debate, saying its 
approach to many issues led 
scientists to remain silent 
about their research out of 
fear of being “trivialised, sen- 
sationalised or demonised”. 

“We have to develop media 
reporting of this issue which 
will ensure the scientists do 
not simply retreat into their 
laboratories," he said. 


NASA’s first space station had 
more amenities than new one will 


CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Florida (AP) — NASA’s 
first space station, Skylab, 
had more perks 25 years 
ago than its new one will 
offer at the mm of the mil- 
lennium. 

Prime rib or lobster 
Newburg for dinner? 
Skylab’s freezer stocked 
both. 

Want to work off those 
big meals? Skylab's main 
chamber was so spacious 
astronauts ran laps like 
hamsters on a wheel. 

Need to clean up after the 
workout? No problem. 
Skylab had a shower. 

Newer is not always bet- 
ter. say the men who called 
Skylab home in 1973 and 
1974. 

“We had a great space sta- 
tion,” boasts Joe Kerwin, 
66, a retired Navy doctor 
who flew on Skylab’s first 
crew, 

“I think the volume and 
the outfitting of that work- 
shop will be the envy of the 
crews that fly on the inter- 
national space station. 
Their modules are smaller. 
They're more cramped.” 

Astronauts and cosmo- 
nauts on the inremational 
space station will have to 
settle for canned and 
freeze-dried food, at least 
early on. Until a real 
kitchen is launched at the 
end of the five-year con- 
struction period their 
refrigerator-freezers will be 
filled with blood, urine and 
other science samples. 

They’ll have to settle for a 
stationary cycle and tread- 


mill. 

No off-the-wall track or 
romp room. 

And they'll have to settle 
for sponge baths. No show- 
er. 

“But on the other hand” 
Kerwin notes, “this thing is 
computerised. It has 10 
times the power. It has the 
capabilities and underpin- 
nings to do a great deal 
more science and engineer- 
ing research, and I applaud 
it for all of that.” 

Space shuttle Endeavour 
is scheduled to blast off 
before dawn Thursday with 
the second part of the space 
station, a connecting pas- 
sageway called Unity. A 
power and propulsion mod- 
ule named Zarya. Russian 
for sunrise, was launched 
Nov. 20 from Kazakstan. 

The Endeavour crew will 
use the shuttle's robot arm 
to join the two station 
pieces. A pair of space walk- 
ing astronauts will then 
hook up electrical connec- 
tions and data cables 
between the compartments, 
attach antennas and install 
tools and handrails for 
future visitors. 

Three spacewalks are 
planned for this mission: 
over the next five years, 
159 more will be needed to 
assemble and maintain the 
sprawling outpost. 

By contrast, 11 space- 
walks were performed dur- 
ing the three Skylab mis- 
sions. which lasted one 
month, two months and 
three months. The last was 
a U.S. space endurance 


record that stood until 
NASA astronauts began 
flying to Russia's Mir space 
station in 1995. Astronaut 
Shannon Lucid holds the 
U.S. record for her six 
months on Mir in 1996. 

Skylab, a prototype space 
station meant to fill the gap 
between ihe Apollo moon 
landings and shuttle flights, 
required a single launch for 
assembly. 

The 78-tonne cylinder 
was the modified third 
stage of a Saturn 5 moon 
rocket that carried it into 
orbit in May 1973. The first 
three-man crew arrived 11 
days later, and the third and 
last crew departed in 
February 1974. Abandoned 
and deteriorating. Skylab 
plunged through the atmos- 
phere in flames in 1979. 

The 500-tonne space sta- 
tion will need 45 launches 
to assemble all the pieces in 
orbit. NASA's shuttles will 
do most of the heavy lift- 
ing. 

Bill Pogue, a 68-year-old 
retired Air Force colonel 
who flew on Skylab's final 
mission, calls the assembly 
schedule “formidable. ... 
We just keep our fingers 
crossed and hope it all 
goes.” 

Ed Gibson shares his for- 
mer crewmate’s scepticism. 
“No one will be happier 
than me if it all goes off 
without a hitch.” says 
Gibson, 62, now an aero- 
space consultant. “But if I 
were a betting man, 1 
wouldn’t put good odds on 
it.” 


wherever we are. whether 
it’s in or out of prison. 

She said she was not wor- 
ried by calls for her depor- 
tation. “Since I'm a 
Burmese citizen and a citi- 
zen of no other country. 1 
can’t see how they can 
deport me unless of course 
they buy up the moon and 
take me’ there." 

She said the NLD was not 
engaged in any dialogue 
with the military and 
accused the generals of 
breaking an agreement on 
confidentiality after a high- 
level meeting described by 
the government as a “confi- 
dence-boosting” step earli- 
er this year. 

“Certainly our confidence 
was not built up by what 
happened,” she said. 

Suu Kyi said the govern- 
ment's position that no dia- 
logue was possible while 
the NLD committee 
claimed ro represent parlia- 
ment was “their latest 
excuse for not having dia- 
logue”. 

‘if they really want dia- 
logue they would be ready 
at any time. As long as they 
don't want dialogue they 
will come up with some 
excuse and this is just one 
of the many.” 


‘Serb Adolf 
Hitler ’ set 
to go on 
trial at U.N. 
court 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
The genocide trial of the 
self-styled “Serb Adolf 
Hitler”. Goran Jelisic. was 
due to open before the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal 
here later Monday. 

The Bosnian Serb plead- 
ed guilty last month to 
murdering and torturing 
Bosnian Muslims and 
Croats but he said he was 
innocent of the charge of 
genocide, believing tbar 
his acts were not part of a 
systematic plan to extermi- 
nate the Bosnian Muslim 
population. 

He already faces life 
imprisonment following 
his guilty pleas but will be 
sentenced by judges at the 
International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY ) for 
those crimes only once his 
trial on the genocide 
charge is over. 

Jelisic held a post at the 
Luka detention camp near 
the northern Bosnian town 
of Brcko, where Bosnian 
Muslims and Croats were 
held in appalling condi- 
tions, between May and 
July 1992. prosecutors 
alleged. 

“He introduced himself 
as the ‘Serb Adolf,' said 
that he had come to Brcko 
to kill Muslims and often 
informed the Muslim 
detainees and others of the 
number of Muslims he had 
killed” the indictment 
said. 

Jelisic, now 30. pleaded 
guilty to 12 documented 
killings, four acts of tor- 
ture. and plunder, carried 
out in the space of two 
weeks in May 1992 in 
Brcko when he was 23 
years old. 

However prosecutors 
believe he carried out and 
ordered “countless others". 

The trial was to start with 
the prosecutor’s opening 
statement at 2:00 p.m. 
(1300 GMT). 

Ir is the second genocide 
trial to open at the ICTY. 
The first, of Bosnian Serb 
doctor Milan Kovacevic, 
was never completed after 
Kovacevic died shortly 
after the trial started. 

The ICTY has officially 
indicted 56 men for crimes 
committed during the 
1991-1995 Balkans wars. 

A total of 29 are still at 
large, including former 
Bosnian Serb political 
leader Radovan Karadzic 
and his military comman- 
der. Ratko Mladic. 
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Completing the circle 

THERE ARE many ways tbat Israel can end 
its occupation of south Lebanon, end the 
death of its soldiers and bring calm to its 
northern borders. One way, the Israeli left 
and many Israeli generals and mothers main- 
tain, is to just leave the security zone. This 
unconditional withdrawal is also an interna- 
tional demand as prescribed in Security 
Council Resolution 425. Another way of leav- 
ing Lebanon, albeit a longer one, is to engage 
Syria in negotiations that would lead to simul- 
taneous settlements on both the Lebanese and 
Syrian fronts. According to Israeli reports 
Syrian President Hafez Assad has expressed 
desire to resume negotiations with Israel lead- 
ing to that end. 

However, despite urging from the Israeli 
opposition and many generals and the public. 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and his 
inner cabinet seem to be determined to stay in 
that country despite the heavy toll on the 
Israeli army. Some Israeli ministers are even 
calling for tougher action against the 
Lebanese people — actions that involve 
attacking water and electricity supplies. 

If Israel would accept to restart peace talks 
with Damascus at the point they reached dur- 
ing late prime minister Yitzhak Rabin’s reign 
in 1996, as Syria demands, the remaining 
fronts in the peace process in the Middle East 
stand a good chance of coming to a resolution 
in a relatively short time. Without completing 
the circle of peace in the region, the peace 
process would remain incomplete and fraught 
with dangers. Otherwise, Israel has to reckon 
with two basic choices, either to pull out from 
southern Lebanon unconditionally or stay put 
and risk an outbreak of more armed conflict 
in the area. We have every reason to believe 
that unilateral withdrawal from the strip of 
land that Israel occupies in southern Lebanon 
would halt Hizbollah military activities. The 
Lebanese army is on record as saying it will 
take responsibility for security in south 
Lebanon. Israel must put to the test this pos- 
ture if its wants peace on its northern border. 
If Israel seeks, however, in exchange for total 
peace, a wider peace and a more complete 
peace, it must seek an accommodation with 
Damascus as soon as possible. If Rabin was 
willing to live in peace with Syria on the basis 
of a complete Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 
borders, we cannot see why Netanyahu can- 
not do the same. After all, Rabin was also a 
military man and a “hero’' of many Israeli 
wars. If the late prime minister saw no risk to 
his country’s security by agreeing to vacate 
the Golan Heights, Netanyahu must do the 
same. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RATS Mu'nis Razaz said thai Israel's only escape 
from its critical situation in south Lebanon is a unilat- 
eral withdrawal. He said if hardline Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyhu orders a military attack 
on Lebanon, it will be the end of his career as Israeli 
premier. Lebanon was a graveyard for both now- 
Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon, (former Israeli prime 
minister) who was forced to stay out of sight for nearly 
a decade and Shimon Peres also lost the battle in 
Lebanon. Any Israeli decision to target Lebanon's 
infrastructure will not force Hizbollah fighters to retreat 
or minimise their activities, said the writer. Peres earli- 
er tried the option of war with Lebanon but the world 
flared up against him and thus he failed to destroy 
Hizbollah, added Razaz. During that attack Hizbollah 
was backed by some Lebanese forces. 

AL DUSTOUR’S Abu Yazan commented on the posi- 
tive impact of Israel's decision to allow some Jordanian 
products into the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
areas. The decision will reflect positively on all the 
Kingdom's industry because the Palestinian areas could 
be one of Jordan's biggest trading partners. The writer 
said that the Palestinian areas provide better conditions 
for Jordanian products. The close distance between the 
two mokes the flow of goods easier and more feasible, 
he said. Palestinian consumers are familiar with 
Jordanian products and Jordanian businessmen under- 
stand the needs and tastes of Palestinian markets, added 
the writer. Moreover, the close relation between the two 
makes it easier to facilitate trade exchange, he said. The ! 
writer expressed hope that the Israeli government 
would facilitate trade between the PNA areas and 
Jordan as quickly as possible. 


A human rights renaissance? 











By Bradford K. Smith 

For most of the world’s people, 
the rights articulated in the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights are more of an aspiration 
than a reality. 

Consider, for instance, the mil- 
lions of Rwandans who were the 
victims of a genocide that, in its 
early stages, was overlooked by 
the world community. Consider, 
too. the 1.3 billion people who 
survive on less than $1 a day, the 
35.000 children who die each 
day from the effects of poverty, 
or the millions of women who 
suffer from the violence of war 
or domestic abuse. 

To speak of a "human rights 
renaissance" in the face of such 
adversity may seem overly opti- 
mistic. Yet even in the darkest 
moments, the human spirit 
searches for signs of hope. And 
there are such signs. 

Much progress has been 
achieved since the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
was signed in 1948. Colonialism 
and apartheid have been largely 
eradicated throughout the globe. 
The movement for gender equal- 
ity has transformed nearly every 
society in the world — improv- 
ing the lives of both women and 
men. Human rights advocacy has 
emerged in virtually every coun- 
try and, increasingly, the com- 
munity of nations has come to 
understand that the human rights 
problems of one country must be 
the concern of all. 

The Ford Foundation's com- 
mitment to human rights can be 


traced to the mission outlined by 
its trustees in the early 1950s — 
to serve the public welfare, 
advance economic well-being, 
and strengthen democratic insti- 
tutions. Grants were given to 
help victims of war and repres- 
sion. to promote intellectual 
freedom and respect for the rule 
oflaw, and to reduce poverty and 
inequality between rich and poor 
countries. An important part of 
this early work was support for 
the American civil rights move- 
ment. work that was subsequent- 
ly broadened to address discrim- 
ination and violations of human 
rights based on gender and 
national origin. 

Today, the foundation's com- 
mitment to human rights remains 
central to the aims of our mis- 
sion statement — to strengthen 
democratic values, reduce pover- 
ty and injustice, promote inter- 
national cooperation, and 
advance human achievement In 
its reorganisation in 1996, the 
foundation recommitted its 
resources to the global fight for 
justice and human rights. 

This special edition of the Ford 
Foundation Report highlights 
some of the most promising 
developments in the human 
rights field, showcases efforts to 
make human rights more than an 
aspiration, and celebrates suc- 
cess stories as a way to inspire 
hope. 

At the global level, the human 
rights machinery of the United 
Nations seems to be gaining 
momentum under the leadership 
of Mary Robinson, former presi- 


dent of Ireland and now U.N. 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. As you will see in her 
comments in this issue, 
Robinson has a clear vision of 
how to strengthen the interna- 
tional community's commitment 
to human rights and also how to 
make them relevant to the lives 
of the world’s 5.8 billion people 
across the North-South divide. 
In recent months, the 
International Criminal Court was 
created to redress crimes against 
humanity. The impetus for such 
a court arose in the aftermath of 
World War II and the horrors of 
the Holocaust. Human rights 
advocates throughout the world 
— particularly the Foundation- 
supported Coalition for an 
International C rimin al Court — 
kept this idea alive, both pro- 
pelling and monitoring efforts 
toward its realisation. 

Perhaps most important, we 
have witnessed a global move- 
ment toward gender equality. 
Advocates for women's rights 
have brought new vigour to the 
human rights movement, break- 
ing down artificial distinctions 
between economic and political 
rights and the public and private 
spheres. 

At the national level, signs of 
hope are found in the emergence 
of thousands of human rights 
groups around the world. They 
have brought new voices and 
fresh perspectives, and they have 
helped shape priorities. Only 20 
or so years ago, human rights 
organisations were located main- 
ly in Europe and North America. 


Today, the human rights commu- 
nity spans the globe. 

At the regional level, there 
have also been developments 
that link the international system 
to local advocates. In Africa and 
the Middle East, foundation staff 
members have made human 
rights a priority by exploring 
ways to strengthen regional 
groups like the African 
Commission on Human and 
People’s Rights. Another exam- 
ple can be found in Latin 
America, where grantees like the 
Centre for Justice and 
International Law are improving 
the workings of the inter- 
American human rights system. 

At the local level, activists are 
finding ways to make human 
rights relevant to people's daily 
lives. This is perhaps most chal- 
lenging in the United States, 
which espouses strong interna- 
tional positions on the subject 
but rarely views its domestic 
issues through a human rights 
lens. As the article on the history 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights points out, the 
United States played an impor- 
tant role in creating the declara- 
tion. Eleanor Roosevelt, a prima- 
ry force behind its ratification, 
considered it one of her greatest 
achievements. Yet, this history is 
largely unknown or forgotten. 
Similarly, the relevance of inter- 
national human rights law for 
domestic issues remains virtual- 
ly unexplored. Human Rights 
USA, a grass-roots effort that 
applies international legal stan- 
dards to such domestic issues as 


m 


racism, xenophobia:^p^^ 
represents an ^ 

changing the 

Finally, this issuefraSi : ’ V ‘‘ 

tion to devefopmqjtw^a^- 
ceptual level, to 
idea of human rights’^tatian^- 
to evolve. Ideas; 
institutions are consmSlv^^i' 


introduced. In ggL 

context, this can be 
emerging interest in -ec^^ 
social, and cultural rights- 
remain underdeyel^erC^^^ 1 
advocates tiketbose 
South Africa and Nigen&j^ 
emphasising these rights: ^^ 
as continuing their 
concern for civi] and-potmcg 
rights. Here, too, mstitnjfeQg 
have been created to. firrfKfl^ 
new vision. For exan^; jfc 
International Council On tiintat 


'•[•J 


5 ;- 


rn 


IM 


msmmm 


Rights Policy, es 
Foundation support m l99fcaog 
with the contributions 
rights activists through^ 
world, represents a new gea^ 
tion of human rights 
enunental organisations; 

Whether or not these dewdc^- 
ments add up to the bcgjniu|| 
of a “human rights xenaiigffiR? 
we believe that they are rigo$.gf. 
hope that should inspire all of 
to work for a better world. They 
also remind us that progress k 
being made in securing the on& 
versal rights of all people. - 
•— 

— The writer is the Rfat. 
Foundation 's Vice President 
Peace and Social :' Ji 
Programme. 


Us three o 


The other great divide 


By Gwynne Dyer 


Why does half the world drive on 
the left, and the other half on the 
right? At last, the answer to this 
burning question is within reach. 

“We do not know which side of 
the road the Romans drove on. 
There just isn't enough evidence 
either way," said Catherine 
Jones, expert on Roman archae- 
ology at the British Museum, last 
month. But Bryn Walters of the 
Association for Roman 
Archaeology says he does know, 
and his argument is very persua- 
sive. They drove on the left. 

Though the straight roads built 
by the Roman empire still define 
the routes of many modern roads 
in Europe and the Middle East, 
they have been rebuilt so many 
times over the past 2000 years 
that little original material 
remains. And since Latin litera- 
ture did not go in for stories 
about the lives of cart-drivers, 
which side they drove on was 
unknown — until this year, when 
Walters found the track into the 
old Roman quarry at Blunsdon 
Ridge. 

The track was only used for 
bringing stone from the quarry to 
a major Roman temple being 
built on the nearby ridge (near 
Swindon in England), and then 
fell out of use. so it is very well 
preserved. And since the carts 
went in empty and came out 
laden with stone, the rots on one 
side of the road are much deeper 
than they are on the other. The 
conclusion: Romans drove on 
the left. 

Why they chose to drive on the 


left remains a mystery. Perhaps it 
dated back to earlier times when 
travellers on horseback preferred 
to keep to the left when encoun- 
tering strangers, so that their 
sword-hand was free in case of a 
problem. (Most people every- 
where are right-handed.) But at 
least as far back as Roman times, 
it seems clear, wheeled traffic in 
most of Europe and die 
Mediterranean world kept to the 
left. 

So why does all of Europe 
(except the British Isfesl, all of 
die Western hemisphere (except 
some former British possessions 
in the Caribbean), and all of the 
Middle East drive on the right? 
That seems to be Napoleon’s 
fault. 

In the long Dark Age after the 
fall of the Roman empire, and 
even in the Middle Ages, there 
would not have been much need 
for the drive-left role, since what 
little wheeled traffic there was 
travelled mostly on narrow 
tracks. But when you met some- 
body else on those narrow tracks 
both parties had to veer either 
left or right, and in that sense the 
Roman rule seems to have sur- 
vived: mostly, people swung out 
to the left. 

In early modem Europe, with 
the volume of road traffic rising 
steadily, the old Roman custom 
of driving on the left was the 
likelier candidate to become the 
new legal standard — as it did in 
Britain, in Sweden, and in vari- 
ous other places that Napoleon 
never reached. But wherever the 
French emperor's armies invad- 
ed, they imposed a new role: dri- 
ving on ihe right. Why? 


Napoleon never said, and sub- 
sequent historians have mum- 
bled half-explanations about bis 
need to impose discipline on 
European road traffic so that his 
armies could get tbrough. But 
why did he go against the exist- 
ing custom, frequently ignored 
though it undoubtedly was, and 
impose driving on the right? 
•Probably precisely because dri- 
ving on the left was the custom. 

Napoleon was a product of the 


‘Driving right is 
no more 
rational than 
driving left, 
but it is more 
‘revolutionary.’ 
That would 
have appealed 
to Napoleon...’ 


French Revolution (however far 
he was from the ideals of the 
original revolutionaries), and the 
whole ethos of the revolution 
was about the breaking of the old 
roles and the creation of a new. 


rational world. The year 1789 
became Year One of the new era, 
and even the months were 
renamed. 

Driving right is no more ratio- 
nal than driving left, but it is 
more ‘revolutionary.’ That would 
have appealed to Napoleon — 
and since his armies went every- 
where from Russia to Spain,, 
almost all of mainland Europe 
ended up driving on the right. 
(The Swedes finally gave up and 
switched a couple of decades 
ago.) 

That meant that all the Spanish 
and Portuguese colonies in the 
Americas also ended up driving 
ou the right. So did the infant 
United States, presumably 
because it felt closer to fellow- 
revolutionaries in France than to 
the former British oppressor. 

Even British North America 
(now Canada) eventually 
switched to the right, because it 
made no sense to drive on differ- 
ent sides of the road along the 
world’s longest land frontier. 
And the Middle East drives right 
because the Ottoman empire, 
which used to rule most of the 
region, was heavily under the 
influence of the right-driving 
French and Germans at the criti- 
cal time when its army laid down 
formal traffic rules in the latter 
half of the 19th century. 

But in most of sub-Saharan 
Africa, except for former French 
colonies, people drive on the left 
because of the British influence. 
They do the same in almost all 
the countries from Pakistan and 
India to Australia and New 
Zealand; only ex-French 
Indochina and the Philippines, 


an ex-U.S. colony, drive righL 

Even Indonesia (which was 
briefly occupied by the British 
two centuries ago) and Thailand 
(which was never colonised at 
all) drive on the left. So “does 
Japan, though nobody seems to 
know whether this is due to 19th- 
century British influence, or 
whether it. is as deeply- rooted in 
Japan as it was in post-Roman 
Europe.. • . 

Korea now drives right, bat 
only because it passed directly 
from Japanese colonial rule to 
American (and Russian)' irfliK 
ence ai the end of the Second 
World War. And 1 just don’t 
know why China now drives 
right, or if it ever drove cm the 
left. 

The metric system, the other 
great standardisation that we 
inherited from the French revo- 
lution, has become the global 
norm. Only the United States 
(and Britain, at least where road 
signs are concerned) still stick 
with the old English measures. 
But by making the ‘wrong 1 side 
bis standard. Napoleon has left 
us a world permanently divided 
between countries that drive 
right (about 3.5 billion people) 
and those that drive left (about 
2.5 billion). 

Napoleon was a great admirer 
of the Roman array. If only he 
had known which side, the 
Romans drove on, it might all j 
have been different. j 

— The writer is an independent [ 
London-based journalist whose [ 
articles are published in 45 } 
countries. i 


To the editor: 

1 HAVE lived in this country for many years and, 
in light of recent experience* I am wondering 
what is happening to Jordanian society. 

To name a couple, on the eve and day of His 
Majesty King Hussein's birthday: Did road traf- 
fic regulations go out of the window? From the 
evening of the 1 3th throughout the whole of the 
next day. in Abdoun. where I live, apart from the 
roads being impassable, we were bombarded 
with the sound of shooting, speeding cars and 
screeching tyres. Presumably the police did not 
appear to intervene because this is the way that 
youngsters celebrate His Majesty’s birthday. 

Two days later on a trip to Petra with some 
friends, we decided to go to a circuitous route. 
On entering one town we encountered a group of 
young men and boys standing in the street clap- 
ping and singing. Our immediate reaction was 
that they were celebrating King Hussein’s birth- 
day. All of a sudden, our two cars were sur- 
rounded by this mob, which is all I can call them. 
They started jumping on the bonnets, groping 
through the open windows, opening the car doors 
and spitting. 

I was under the impression that Jordan needed 
tourists. However, it might be advisable for the 
Ministry of Tourism to issue a health warning: 
“Do not get off the beaten track.” 

In the light of the above two incidents perhaps 
it might have been more decorous for these 
young people to have gone to the mosque or 
church and prayed for His Majesty's recovery 
and safe return to his people. 

— Ann Rashem 

To the editor: 

1 HAD the chance to read the three letters in the 


Jordan Times concerning schools and teachers. 
The third letter was not an exact response to the 
first and second letters. 

In the second letter the writer didn't label “ail 
teachers" as irresponsible. She clearly meant that 
if any teacher leaves a school in the middle of the 
academic year without prior notice, leaves her 
classes unattended or works for another school 
right away, that this kind of teacher is irresponsi- 
ble. 

The last letter was not exactly a response to the 
first two letters and brought up other good issues 
that were not mentioned in the first two letters. 

— Shoushan Makanuan 

To The editor: 

IT'S ALWAYS a pleasure to read the Jordan 
Times as I did when I lived and worked in 
Amman from 1982-89. It is refreshing to see 
Jordanians awakening to some very real con- 
cerns, whether it may be as simple as “saving the 
trees” or as serious as recognizing the abuse of 
housemaids and the need for some legislature to 
correct this horrendous crime. 

I still read very tittle about child abuse, domes- 
tic violence and inequality. Western countries too 
suffer from those societal ailments. The differ- 
ence is that they are identified, discussed in pub- 
lic and hopefully the way the subject is treated 
will some day eliminate the problem. What is 
Jordan, as a country, doing to help eradicate child 


abuse, domestic violence and inequality? How 
does the average Jordanian feel about those sub- 
jects? What can be done to bring those “hidden 
secrets” out into the light once and for all? 

I would like also to address inequality in the 
workplace. When I worked in Jordan, there 
were two "working classes": One was that of 
the "expats" and the other was that of the 
"locals." Foreign women married to Arab men 
were considered "local" because, although they 
earned American passports they were married to 
Arab men. "Expats" were foreign nationals 
(mostly British) who had been hired either from 
the U.K., Jordan or a third country. Locals were 
paid a third of an expat’s salary. "Expats" also 
received housing, transportation and travel 
allowances, although both performed the same 
job, teaching the same subjects. 

This created discontent, low morale and frus- 
tration among faculty members. This practice 
still takes place in the school where I worked as 
well as in many other Jordanian institutions and 
businesses. Do Jordanians believe that the work 
of a foreigner with no ties to the country or its 
people is more valuable than that of a Jordanian 
(or someone married to a Jordanian)? Will there 
ever be legislature in place to guarantee equality 
in the workplace? 


— Marina Rashid 
pines 55@hotmaiLcom 
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I’m Barbie, buy me 


Barbie was 
inspired by 
a pin-up doll 
adults would 
buy at 

tobacconists. 
Now, as she 
approaches 40, 
queen-pin of 
an empire that 
sells three of 
her every 
second, you 
don’t hear 
much about that, 
nor about her 
camp followers. 

By Dea Birkett 

First, I CUT off her long flaxen hair. Then, I 
pierced her sky-blue eyes, until the needle 
emerged on the other side of her squisby, 
putty-coloured head. Her perfect row of 
pearl-white teeth begged to be blackened 
with a pencil. Then, once her head was muti- 
lated, I removed it from the stiff column of 
her neck. Without a face;* her decapitated- 
frame was ' barely recognisable as human. It 
was useless. You couldn’t buildanything out- 
of it, even if you had several of them. The 
plastic was too cold to cuddle. It couldn’t 
even stand up on its own. I began to twist 
each overlong leg out from its socket 
Then I discarded the bits of body into the 
bin. 

As a child, I liked to torture Barbie. I did- 
n't do this to any of my other dolls, with 
their bulbous limbs and larval bodies; I cra- 
dled them in the crook of my arm and tucked 
them under patchwork quilts in their pretend 
cots. But I enjoyed doing damage to Barbie. 
There was something about her spindly legs 
that made me want to pluck them out like an 
insect’s. I wanted to rearrange her into 
something else. I wanted to deconstruct her. 
Looking back, it would be comforting to 
claim that as a girl, I was already decon- 
structing femininity. It would be intellectu- 
ally pleasing to think that, by the time I was 
ten. I was already rebelling against the 
archetypal female form. But I don't think I 
was doing any of these things. I just think 
that I saw Barbie as someone I could vic- 
timise. My other dolls were clearly designed 
to be cherished. Their purpose was apparent. 

But Barbie... well, anyone could do any- 
thing to Barbie. 

Thirty years later, my daughter is dressing 
her in pink ballgowns with jodhpurs for 
underwear. It's the same doll, the same 
wide, vacant eyes with eyelashes halfway up 
her forehead, the same arched brows, the 
same unyielding body, the same famously 
impossible statistics (scaled up to real life, 
she’d be 39-18-33). This Barbie climbs into 
her scarlet Porsche Boxster convertible, 
opens the door of her Deluxe Dream House 
and rides up in her very own lift, before 
going outside to groom her Sweety Walking 
Pony. My daughter has never dismembered 
her, or had desires to damage her in any way. 
She manoeuvres her around her miniature, 
rose-tinted world as if guiding a slightly 
simple older sister. 

We all have our own relationship to Barbie. 
It took scores of designers to achieve such a 
tabla rasa in a doll, a face full of nothing that 
demands we make it into something. We pro- 
ject our dreams, our longings, our anxieties 
on to that face. MG Lord, American colum- 
nist and author of the controversial Forever 
Barbie: The Unauthorised Biography Of A 
Real Doll, says, “Barbie may be a universal- 
ly recognised image, but what she represents 
in a child's inner Me can be as personal as a 
fingerprint.” Barbie’s creator, Ruth Handler, 
explained: “I designed Barbie with a blank 
face, so that the child could project her own 
dreams of the future on to Barbie. I wanted 
the owner to create a personality for the 
doll.” Each of us has a unique interpretation 
of who she really is. 

The reason Talking Barbie has not been the 
success her manufacturer Mattel hoped she 
would is because we each think we know 
how Barbie talks; we each want to control 
her conversation. When we pull a cord at the 
nape of her neck and she says, “Oh dear, 
what shall 1 wear to dinner?”, “Help me fix 
ray hair," or “1 think I’ll call Ken,” we’re 
disappointed. She’s a ventriloquist's doll, 
and we are her masters; she must not be 
allowed to speak for herself. 


The world’s most popular doll is turning 40 
next March. Age has not withered her, and 
the sexual and political revolutions of her 
four decades have washed off her impervious 
skin like water. She is this century’s unchal- 
lengeable marketing success. 

Every girl in Britain has an average of five 
Barbies. Almost five million Barbies live in 
this country. In America, there are more 
Barbies than there are American citizens. For 
her 30th birthday. New York Mayor Koch 
organised a massive party, renaming Fifth 
Avenue, Barbie Boulevard in her honour. 

Mattel is planning nationwide celebrations 
for her 40th. In New York, a star-studded 
party is being planned at the annual Toy 
Fair, where she was first launched. 

Yet Barbie started life not as the embodi- 
ment of middle-class suburban American 
values, but as a sex worker. In the Fifties, the 
Hamburg-based Bild newspaper ran a popu- 
lar cartoon called Lilli. Lilli was a brash, 
near-naked gold-digger who warned men for 
their money and gave something in return. 

Her creators boasted that she dressed in 
outfits that made her “the star of every bar." 

In 1 955, Lilli was launched as a doll - 111/2 
inches of flesh-toned plastic, with a long, 
blond ponytail and almond-shaped eyes. She 
was mostly sold, not through toy stores, but 
tobacco shops. It was adult men, not chil- 
dren, who were supposed to part with their 
cash and buy her. She was a pin-up - if you 
wanted, a three-dimensional masturbatory 
model. 

American businesswoman Ruth Handler 
spotted Lilli when she- was on holiday with 
her family in Switzerland and brought three 
home with her. She was co-founder with her 
husband. Elliot, of the company Mattel 
Toys. Mattel was based in Hawthorne. Cal- 
ifornia, the birthplace of another feted 
blonde, Marilyn Monroe. Ruth Handler had 
long wanted to make an adult doll for chil- 
dren, but had been told that the manufactur- 
ing, if possible, would be prohibitively 
expensive. 

LiUi was living proof that it could at least 
be technically achieved. 

Barbie was not bom; she has never been 
young. Like Athena, the Greek goddess of 
art and craft, she sprung fully formed 
from her progenitor. And all the accou- 
trements of a natural birth were eradicat- 
ed. When the first prototypes came back 
to Mattel’s Californian headquarters 
from the Japanese factory where they 
were being made, the mighty 
breasts had sprouted nip- 
ples. . .Tbesq._ were,. „ 
carefuliy- filed of^ 
and. the . • mutilated 
dolls returned for 
nippleless remodel- 
ling at the Japanese 
factory. 

The point of 
Barbie-to-be’s 
breasts was to be 
draped in 
designer 
clothes 
flesh-toned 
screens for 
our fan- 
tasies, 
not for 
any use- 
ful or 
natural 
purpose. 

Despite 
her her- 
itage, she 

had no [One of Barbie’s reincarnations 

vagina, 
just a 


outfit couldn’t sort out. 

It's her role as a fashion model that has 
spawned the huge network of adult Barbie 
collectors. Now Mattel produces a collec- 
tors' range specifically with them in mind. 
There are Barbie collector clubs all over the 
world, with two major glossy magazines 
dedicated to them — Barbie Bazaar and 
Miller's. The Barbie Collectors’ Club of 
Great Britain held this year’s U.K. Barbie 
Convention in an echoey hall in central Lon- 
don. Seemingly sane adults paraded in Bar- 
bie outfits from the past. Julie Berk, the pre- 
vious year’s president, wore Silver Cage, a 
shimmery pink number. Barbie dolls with 
almost any pair of suggestive words before 
their name lined the hall: Bond Street Bar- 
bie, Dream Date Barbie, Sweet 16 Barbie. 
Sun Valley Barbie — some fetching more 
than £1,000. “NRFB” — collector-speak for 
never removed from the box — are the most 
valuable. But few appear like this. Their 
owners like to finger them. Ibrahim Israel 
has more than 250 Barbies at home. “If I 
come in and I feel stressed, I take our maybe 
six dolls, redo their hairstyles, change their 
outfits and put them back in — then I’m 
more relaxed.” he says. “I know it makes 
them less valuable, but why do I have them 
if I can’t touch them?” To these devotees. 
Barbie is anything and eveiything. Even her 
physical form can be remodelled and 
remade. Piles of vintage heads like faded 
gob- 

stop- as*, 



Venus mound of perfectly smooth plastic. 
But, most surprisingly, she was not even 
allowed a belly button. All signs of human 
procreation were banished; if you are bom, 
you must also die, and this doll was to be 
immortal. Handler named her after her own 
daughter, Barbara. But she was very similar 
to Lilli. In March 1959, Barbie was 
launched. 

Barbie Number One, as she is now known, 
wore a black-and-white striped strapless 
swimsuit and black, high-heeled mule 
shoes. Her eyeliner was pasted on thickly in 
black, her eyebrows arched. She had gold 
loop earrings, scarlet nails and eyeglasses 
that looked as if they could fly away on their 
own. She was available in blonde or brunette. 

She looked like a tart, and debuted at the 
1959 New York Toy Fair. 

Her instant success was not due to her 
body, but what came along with it. It soon 
became clear that what was important about 
Barbie was that she could be dressed up as 
anything. By the mid-Sixties, just a few 
years after her launch, Mattel was the 
biggest clothing manufacturer in die world 
with only one model. Barbie arrived as 
Commuter Set, Cheerleader, Garden Party, 
Dinner at Eight By 1965, she was already in 
her first spacesuit long before real women 
went into orbit. She has been a Registered 
Nurse, Lunch Date, Tennis Anyone?, Royin 
Reporter and, most recently, Dentist Barbie. 
There was nothing she might not become. 
Everything was in the outfit. 

“We girls can do anything," was Mattel's 
much-hyped slogan for the Eighties. And 
Barbie became an astronaut and a racing car 
driver. Of course, we girls couldn't really do 
anything, and real-life women racing car 
drivers were still hounded from the track, 
but the unspoken but implicit coda to the 
slogan was, “We could if only we dressed 
the part.” The 19S6 Astronaut Barbie came 
with a clear plastic helmet, pink bodysuit 
and silver space lingerie. “1 thought Barbie 
would dress if she were on the moon,” said 
Carol Spencer, the outfit’s designer. Nothing 
stood between us and success that the right 


mounds of loose arms, packets of odd shoes 
are unashamedly rifled through for the per- 
fect missing part that will make their vision 
whole. 

Collector Ian Boulton gave a workshop on 
how to look after your doll. How should I 
dry her hair, asked one woman. 

‘'With a blow-dryer, on a very low setting, 
and at least a foot away,” replied Boulton 
confidently. And curling? “Use pipe clean- 
ers and roll them up, like a perm roller, and 
pour over boiling water. Leave for about an 
hour, then dry with a blow-dryer to make the 
curls set." He reveals that her face can be lit- 
erally wiped away with nail-polish remover 
and repainted, her full lips made thinner, her 
blue eyes turned brown. Twenty-year-old 
collector Nadine is clutching a Christian 
Dior Barbie that she’s just bought with £95 
of her student income: “She's been every- 
thing. She’s gone everywhere. She's done 
eveiything, hasn't she? She can be every- 
thing I can't be,” she says. 

But to realise these dreams, you must own 
her. 

A Barbie isn’t something you borrow; it’s 
something you buy. 

Three Barbies are sold every second. James 
Paddick has more than 200. In his two-bed- 
room flat, which he shares with his partner, 
only Barbie has her own bedroom. He’s just 
paid upwards of £100 for Illusion Barbie. “I 
thought she was beautifuL I just saw her and 
had to have her. Now she’s mine.” Barbie 
always belongs to somebody. She is the ulti- 
mate consumerist toy — a malleable woman 
all of your own. 

Barbie is a worldwide phenomenon — 
sometimes called Barbie, sometimes some- 
thing else. There’s Black Barbie, Asian Bar- 
bie, Barbie’s Hispanic friend, called Teresa. 
Recently, Barbie has acquired a disabled 
friend called Becky. She's just like Barbie, 
except she has joints in her knees so that she 
can sit in her wheelchair. Sadly, Becky can- 
not visit her friend, because her wheelchair 
won’t fit into Barbie’s dream bouse. 

Briefly, it seemed that Barbie’s stare might 
be directed away from her half-a-nuUion 
individual owners’ eyes. In 1961, Barbie 


was introduced to Ken. Ruth Handler argued 
strongly for “a little bump” for Ken, but 
claims that men is the marketing team 
vetoed even a hint of anything below bus belt. 

Ken — who was named after Ruth Han- 
dler’s son — is a passive male. Every year 
since he’s arrived on the scene. Barbie has 
bought a new wedding dress. But she has 
never been, and never will be, a bride. Ken’s 
purpose, ironically, appears to be to sup- 
press any suggestion that she might be hay- 
ing sex. The newly muscled Earring Magic 
Ken of 1993 looked right out of Castro, San 
Francisco’s gay district. It's fitting that Bar- 
bie's lifelong companion is gay. One of her 
many possible personae is the archetypal fag 
hag. 

Keeping a good sexual fantasy down in 
Barbie land has proved impossible, even for 
the now-mighty Mattel. Look up Barbie on 
the Internet, and there are likely to be as 
many pom sites as collectors’ forums — 
Barbie XXXRated, Cum See Barbie, Barbie 
Adult Fucking Playhouse. It’s as if her past 
as Lilli is coming back to haunt her. Her 
biographer Lord points out, “Lilli wasn’t 
just a symbol of sex, she is a symbol of illic- 
it sex.” It’s true to say that the only thing 
rigid Barbie can do with her legs is open 
them. The fact that she looks like a cheer- 
leader is part of her pornographic appeal 
Parity is a hot commodity in the sex indus- 
try. “What were those Mattel people think- 
ing?" says cultural critic Courtney Weaver. 
“They surely must have known that this 
female icon they were pushing on little girls 
was in actuality the male ideal of a whore?” 
But if Mattel was aware of any sexual innu- 
endo in its doll, it is determined that no one 
else is. Although Barbie's heritage is a pin- 
up, this is a family secret that is kept in the 
closet Mattel protects its progeny from her 
own past; when the Barbie twins — two 
women with hugely exaggerated breasts — 
posed for Playboy in 1991, the company's 
legal threats forced them to change their 
name. They are now known as the Barbi 
twins. 

Mattel may be mighty, but it feels com- 
pelled to use its international power against 
even the most insignificant usurper. Joanne 
Crockett is an exotic dancer who plays the 
Canadian strip bars and nightclubs under her 
nickname. Barbie Benson. Her friends have 
called her Barbie since she was a kid. 
because she’s tall with long, blond hair. She 
does a comedy act, playing, among other 
things, Monica Lewinsky with a big robber 
puppet Clinton. Sbe is nude, and the act is 
naughty, but no one would call it obscene. 
She has an adults-only website from which 
she now earns a good proportion of her 
income. She is now getting on for an exotic 
dancer — she’s 34 — and hopes soon to 
retire from the stage and go back to school 
on the proceeds from the website. 

But a few weeks ago, Joanne received a fat 
envelope from Mattel’s lawyers in New 
York. “It was kinda like — how did they 
find me?” she says. "I don’t know how 
they decided to pick on me.” Her domain 
name on the web is barbiebenson.com. 
Mattel claims that the use of her own 
nickname infringes the Barbie trade- 
mark. The company demanded that 
Crockett sign over her domain name 
to Mattel within 14 days. “They 
included these pages from a 
domain registry company with 
all the names filled in — their’s 
and mine — as if I was just 
going to sign the papers and 
mail it back!” says Crockett 
‘T bought my domaia. It 
cost me thousands of 
dollars. I’ve worked real- 
ly hard at it. I want to go 
back to school. I wasn’t just going to hand it 
over to them." Mattel’s lawyer’s filin g cabi- 
nets are full of cases such as Crockett’s. It’s 
as if each use of a name that once could 
belong to any girl is felt by Mattel as an 
insult to its vulnerable daughter, 
as if Barbie herself could feel it. 

And her parental company is an 
unforgiving family. Anyone, 
however, unthreatening and ulti- 
mately powerless, who dares to 
take the doll-god's name in vain 
will have the heavy hand of Mat- 
tel’s legal team come down on 
them. Mattel’s eagerness to keep 
Barbie pristine and virginal, her 
image as untainted as ber impen- 
etrable body, has led to threats 
against endeavours that are pure- 
ly artistic. Web artist Mark Napi- 
er launched the “Distorted Bar- 
bie" website with the purpose of 
examining the meaning of what 
is, after all, an international icon- 
ic image. 

Mattel managed to shut him 
down. 

To reproduce the 1986 Andy' 

Warhol portrait of Barbie, you 
must not only have permission 
from Warhol’s estate, but also 
from Mattel. Never was. a girl 
better taken care of. “What I do 
in my job, first and foremost, is 
protect Barbie," says Mattel’s 
chief executive, Jill Barad. 

Surprisingly for a company that 
is so profitable, considerations 
other than commercial seem to 
play a significant factor in decid- 
ing whose company Barbie is 
allowed to keep. The Barbie Col- 
lectors’ Club. of Great Britain's 
newsletter — a thrown-together 
affair of stapled A3 sheets — 
now goes under the innocuous 
and totally futile name of Fash- 
ion Editor, in. order not to offend 
Mattel. When the club itself was 


featured in a commercial, Mattel insisted 
that no men — who make up a substantial 
part of the membership — appear. It didn’t 
want Barbie’s camp following to be outed. 

Mattel may see its child as ihe victim of 
our own fantasies. But some claim that it is 
the other way around; that we are Barbie's 
victims. Some argue that this 111/2 inch tall 
plastic doll has contributed to us being 
anorexic, fashion-obsessed bimbos. At the 
1972 New York Toy Fair, women handed out 
leaflets accusing her of encouraging girls “to 
see themselves as mannequins, sex objects 
or housekeepers”. A town in Vermont has 
banned her. At Christmas 1993, the Barbie 
Liberation Organisation sabotaged toy 
shops, swapping the voice boxes of Talking 
Barbie and GI Joe, and parents inadvertently 
bought their children Barbies who 
squawked, “Vengeance is mine!” and Joes 
who simpered, “Let’s go shopping.” Many 
toy libraries in Britain refuse to stock her. 
Never has a 40-year-old woman been held 
responsible for harming so many. 

It is true that Barbie has never been a radi- 
cal. She strode confidently through the Sev- 
enties as if there were no women’s move- 
ment, no Bum Your Bra, however massive 
your mammary glands. While I had a poster 
in my student digs screaming, “Heels may 
be in fashion — but we won't wear them”. 
Barbie tiptoed through the radical decade 
unable even to stand up without her stilettos. 
Modest nods to changing attitudes were 
made by Mattel. MG Lord identifies 1971 as 
when the most significant modification was 
made to Barbie’s body. Until then, her eyes 
had glanced downwards and to the side, 
much like those of .the late Princess Diana, 
our most recent real-life Barbie. In 1971, her 
heavy lashes turned upwards. She began to 
look us straight in the eye. 

Barbie has always been attributed with 
conservative tastes. In 1987, a Canadian 
newspaper polled its readers to find out Bar- 
bie's favourites, as if she really existed. The 
readers voted Gone With The Wind as her 
all-time favourite film. And only those out- 
fits that are socially acceptable in the mid- 
dle-class suburbs ever make it into Barbie's 
wardrobe. Her favourite shop might well be 
British Home Stores. 

When Barbie's body and face were 
changed last year to much fanfare (shorter 
eyelashes, a broader jaw and a closed mouth, 
so removing all hint of oral sex) a one reason 
was to accommodate hipsters, which would- 
have fallen off her previously shrunken bot- 
tom. But this cosmetic plastic surgery was 
performed after hipsters had reached the 
peak of teenage fashion — Barbie is a fol- 
lower of fashion, not an innovator. 

Nevertheless, the Daily Telegraph thought 
it a significant enough cultural event to 
devote an editorial to the subject If Barbie 
had ever been allowed to grow old, I imagine 
her maturing into Margaret Thatcher — stri- 
dent, well tumed-out, with an abundance of 
hair. But all this projection is an entirely 
one-way affair. We may love, hate or torture 
Barbie, but sbe doesn't give a stuff about us. 
Barbie doesn’t care who we are or how we 
treat her. She will let us do anything with her 
minuscule, moleless body. She doesn't care 
if she is adored or disembowelled. She 
smiles up at my daughter, just as she once 
smiled up at me. She has hardly reacted to us 
in the four decades since she was born. Her 
expression has changed so little. She stares 
blankly into our eyes whoever we are, what- 
ever age, whatever sex, whatever sexuality. 
To her, we’re just people who’ve bought her. 
No whore could be more accommodating. 
No girl could give us more than Barbie. 

— This article is nyrinted frwn the Guardian 
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Economy 

Budget for ’99 will focus on 
capital spending — Tarawneh 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh Mon- 
day said the draft law for 
the 1999 state budget, 
which will be submitted to 
the Parliament “soon.” will 
focus on capita] spending. 

Tarawneh, who gave no 
details about the proposed 
budget, said the growth rate 
recorded by the govern- 
ment will fall below the 
expectations of the eco- 
nomic readjustment pro- 
gramme. 

Initial predictions of 
international monetary 
institutions indicated at the 
beginning of this pro- 
gramme. launched in the 
early 90s. that growth rates 
will range from five to six 
per cent of the gross 
domestic product before the 
end of this decade. 

Official figures this year 
showed growth rates in 
1997 and 1996 were far 
below these expectations. 
The revelation raised a stir 
in the Kingdom's business 
community. 

"The growth rate [this 


year] will not meet the 
expectations we used to 
talk about namely five or 
six per cent but it will be 
positive, God willing." the 
premier told reporters. 

“There is a slow down in 
the growth rate due to inter- 
nal and external reasons... 
but we cannot say that there 
is a strong recession in 
most of the sectors,” 
Tarawneh added. 

He said his government 
found capital spending by 
previous governments was 
“weak” because of domes- 
tic and regional reasons and 
the crisis in the internation- 
al markets. 

Tarawneh said the new 
-draft budget includes "posi- 
tive signs,” especially in the 
construction and industrial 
fields. He did not elaborate. 

Finance Minister Michel 
Marto said this week that 
the state budget, which will 
focus on the eradication of 
poverty and infrastructure, 
will exceed JD2 billion. 

Marto indicated that the 
expected deficit in the 1999 
budget will be less than the 
deficit envisaged for the 


cuirent year, noting that all 
goveraorates will submit 
their own budgets before 
the government finalises its 
draft budget 

During his meeting with 
the press Monday. 
Tarawneh said high interest 
rates by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) were aimed 
at building up strong for- 
eign reserves. 

“The current high interest 
rate is a necessity to build 
such a reserve... all we do is 
enhance the reserve 
whether through internal 
borrowing as we did in the 
past two days or by enhanc- 
ing exports.” the premier 
said. 

“Building such a reserve 
is very important before 
reconsidering the current 
interest rate," Tarawneh 
added. 

He was referring to the 
$110 milli on loan the gov- 
ernment signed with a con- 
sortium of local commer- 
cial banks, which aimed 
among other thin g to 
enhance the foreign 
reserves at the CBJ. 

The premier reiterated 


that he was supporting a 
customs exemption of the 
industrial production 
inputs, which might cost 
the public treasury not less 
than JD120 million. 

“There is a government 
commitment in that regard. 
Tbe problem is how we will 
compensate [the JD120 
million]. These exemptions 
will activate the economic 
development process,” he 
added. 

The prime minister said 
the government will review 
the current bread prices, 
including tbe possibility of 
reducing them. 

“There is an inclination to 
reconsider the bread prices 
in a comprehensive manner. 
We are discussing all the 
scenarios now,” Tarawneh 
said, adding that a review 
of the issue is part of the 
government's inclination to 
fight poverty. 

The decline in wheat 
prices on the international 
market was the major rea- 
son for the Cabinet's deci- 
sion to reconsider the bread 
prices. 


EFTA signs free trade 
deal with Palestinians 


LEUKERBAD, Switzer- 
land fR) — The four-nation 
European Free Trade Asso- 
ciation (EFTA) signed a 
trade agreement with the 
Palestinian National 
Authority on Monday and 
formally launched talks on 
a similar pact with Egypt. 

Trade ministers from the 
grouping — which links 
Switzerland. Norway, Ice- 
land and Liechtenstein — 
also hailed progress 
towards a free trade deal 
with Canada and are look- 
ing to start talks with Mex- 
ico, officials said. 

The pact with the Pales- 
tinians. to go into force next 
July, was signed in Leuker- 
bad by Swiss Economy 
Minister Pascal Couchepin. 
current chairman of the 
Geneva-based EFTA. and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority’s iPNA) minis- 
ter of economy and trade, 
Maher Masri. 

The agreement provides 
for free trade in industrial 
goods, fish and other 
marine products as well as 
processed agricultural 
goods. EFTA. which 
accounts for 3. 1 per cent of 
world trade, will also pro- 


vide technical assistance in 
implementing the accord. 

The two sides will also 
agree to review the deal 
once Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) have finalised 
the peace process between 
them. 

For EFTA. founded in 
1960 and once a rival to the 
old European Economic 
Community but now linked 
to the European Union 
(EU) through the European 
Economic Area, it is the 
14th free trade agreement 
with a non-EU partner. 

It signed a free trade 
accord with Israel in 1992 
and also has full agree- 
ments with Morocco and 
Turkey, as well as with 10 
ex-communist states in 
eastern Europe and the old 
Soviet Union. 

EFTA officials recognise 
the deal with the Palestini- 
ans is not significant in 
terras of trade but they 
argue it will help the PNA 
establish its position as a 
trading partner and con- 
tribute towards the Middle 
East peace process. 

The grouping, which once 
included six of the now ! 5 


members of the EU, has a 
total trade turnover of some 
$250 billion — or 54 per 
cent of its combined gross 
domestic product (GDP) — 
and includes three of the 
world's richest countries in 
per capita income. 

After appearing doomed 
in the wake of the switch to 
the EU by Austria, Sweden 
and Finland four years ago, 
it has found a new lease of 
life in building links around 
the Mediterranean and 
looking further to the Mid- 
dle East, North and South 
America. 

There have already been 
two rounds of talks with 
Canada, the world's fourth 
trading power, and officials 
on both sides say they are 
progressing well. Couchep- 
in is due to visit Ottawa 
next month to give further 
political impetus to the dis- 
cussions. 

Contacts are at a prelimi- 
nary stage with Mexico, 
which last week held a first 
round of negotiations with 
the EU on a free trade pact. 
Couchepin was in Mexico 
City in October and is 
known to feel prospects for 
EFTA are also good 


Oil price falls 
to new 12-year 
low on OPEC 
inaction 

LONDON (R) — World oil 
maricets fell to another 12 -year 
low on Monday as pices slid 
further in a delayed reaction to 
last week’s OPEC meeting 
where oil producers failed to 
act to alleviate a global glut, 
traders said 

Benchmark Brent futures set 
anew 12ryearlowof$10.46a 
barrel on Monday following a 
weak open of the New York 
Mercantile Exchange, where 
light crude also traded at a new 
low of $ 11 .22 a barrel. . . 

“We’re slowly withering 
away here,” an International 1 
Petroleum Exchange trader in 
London said 

Monday's levels were the 
lowest since 1986. when cash 
Brent briefly traded below $9 
a barrel. Adjusted for infla- 
tion, prices are at 25-year 
lows. 

“I just can't get bullish on 
this market,” a trader said 

Kuwaiti CHI Minister Sheikh 
Sand A] Sabah said Saturday 
that be feared oil prices could 
slump to tbe S5-S7 a barrel 
leveL 

“I am afraid that oil prices 
will deteriorate in the coining 
months.” he said on bis return 
from Vienna where OPEC 
held its winter meeting. 
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Lawzi tries to alleviate fears of 
residents about privatisation of rai 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — Transport 
Minister Nasser Lawzi 
headed to Ma’an Monday to 
drum up support for the pri- 
vatisation of tbe- indebted 
Aqaba Railway Corporation 
after 57 deputies demanded 
that negotiations be 
stopped 

Although Lawzi was 
unavailable for comment 
Monday evening on the out- 
come of the meeting, a 
deputy present ar the meet- 
ing said the minister put his 
case forward to sceptical 
deputies and Senators, the 
chairman of tbe Railway 
Association of Workers, tbe 
bead of the corporation and 
community leaders in a 
“relaxed" atmosphere, 
sources at the meeting told 
the Jordan 'limes. 

The Aqaba Railway Cor- 
poration, with its headquar- 
ters in Ma’an, employs sev- 
eral hundred townspeople 
out of a total workforce of 
1,300, mainly from the 
south. 

“Lawzi explained die 
benefits of privatising tbe 
railroad, and we told him of 
the fears the people of 
Ma'an harbour about grant- 
ing the concession, espe- 
cially the impact on 
employment,” said a 
deputy, who attended tbe 
meeting. 

“We do not think privati- 
sation is the right approach 
and many of us thinlr that 
the government underesti- 
mated the value of the 
assets -of the^co rooration 
and did not get a good 
offer...the minister said be 
would relay our concerns to 
tbe Cabinet. “ 

Deputies and Ma'anis 
have said they were con- 
cerned that privatisation 
would lead to layoffs, and 
would have a negative 
impact on the town’s busi- 
ness. 

The government and 
American defence and engi- 
neering ‘ giant. Raytheon, 
'working with ' American 
firms Wisconsin Central 
and General Electric, and 
Mitsubishi of Japan, CCC 
contractors of Greece, as 
well as the Amman-based 
Kawar group, began negoti- 
ations last month on a 25- 
year concession to operate 
and rehabilitate the railway. 

The American-led consor- 
tium submitted the highest 
offer, JD20 million, for the 
concession and assets of the 
corporation in an open ten- 
der process. Officials and 
industry sources estimate 
that the planned expansion 
will eventually cost 
between $ 100 -$ 120 milli on, 
to be paid by the conces- 


sionaire. 

Describing tbe railroad as 
Ma'an's lifeline, the south- 
ern city’s mayor, in a mem- 
orandum to Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh, urged tire 
government to stop negotia- 
tions warning that if the 
railway is privatised it could 
trigger “another social 

explosion,” alluding to riots 
in the south over price hikes 
of basic commodities. 

“This project is tihe only 
lung from which tbe city of 
Ma’an could breathe,” said 
Mousa Maani. saying 


Ma’an is suffering from 
poverty and unemployment 
as a result of industry shut- 
downs or relocations. 

The concession will 
include operation and .main- 
tenance of the Aqaba Rail- 
way Corporation, financing 
and construction of rail 
extensions to die Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Compa- 
ny, the main customer of the 
railway, at Shidiyeh and 
between Aqaba and die 
Aqaba industrial area (Wadi 
II) on a build, transfer and 
operate (BTO) basis. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edned by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
i Cease 
5 Garlic-basil 
sauce 

1 0 Perforation 

u Decant 

15 For the birds 7 

1 6 Wildly out of 
control 

17 Bohemian 

18 firma 

1 9 Knight's aide 

20 Distress letters 

21 Big house and 
big league 
guys 7 

£3 Anticipate 
25 Expire 
25 Landed estates 
28 Festooning 

33 Fervor 

34 Pile ol snow 

35 Negative 
conjunction 

36 Hilo garlands 

37 From within 

38 Rbyaie 

39 Country hotel 

40 Declare one's 
willingness 

41 Mad 

42 Throwaways 

44 Gave 
temporarily 

45 Santa __ winds 

46 Pitcher's 
location 

47 Both sides of 
an argument 

52 Paddle 

55 Orient 

56 Keaton or Lane 

57 Silent 

58 Arthur of tennis 

59 Sequence 

60 Resting on 

61 Herring's kin 

62 Bird homes 

63 Beliefs 
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Peanuts 



DOWN 

Health 

resorts 

Bull of the 

Pampas 

Rejected and 

elected 

candidates? 

Meddle 

Vernacular 


Potomac, MO 

6 Occurrence 

7 Gentlemen 

8 Olympian 
Liplnskr 

9 Switch 
positions 

10 Occur 

7i Actor Shant 

12 Corporate 
image 

73 Just manages 

21 John Dickson 
or Vikki 

22 Gossip 

24 Courts 

26 Acid of apples 

27 Sports venue 

28 Comic Johnson 
and others 

29 Christian of 
fashion 

30 Intncate details 

31 Teachers* star 
Nick 

32 Love of 
money 

34 Bum 

37 Intermittently 

38 Persia, now 

40 Chaplin's wife 
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41 Paper markers 

43 Sampled 

44 Hermits 

46 Famed 
impressionist 
painter 

47 Garden 
vegetables 

J8 Hasty 


49 Workplace 
injury grp. 

50 Desperate 

51 Scoundrels 

53 Molecule 
element 

54 Workout 
figures briefly 

5? _ tat cocktail 
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“My emotions are a very private 
matter. ! don’t even share 
them with myself T 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to term 


THAT SCHAMBLED 

by Hmf AfnpWRBd mm Artfr»°; 


LOFAR 


w 



Hwrt* 8 w 
isceptctuMA 


■ 1 

Only itFnuW 


NISHY 


A / 


ZERTHI 




VAPNOC 


ZEE 




l^ c > oursdf. 
> ou 

S'HheU ^ the F 
not 

S.*e<bi P M U| * 
, lt^i ^whw ,ney ' s a 
Ieni P ere 
'll iJ,ic °rneupi 

r^I^US: ,v. 

’ " ' ember 

-J ii^'toellenf . n ~ ^ 0u 'r 

; t|: 

^ Cmber ‘ > ' 


TH5 

PRINT 

.... 






^ n 

Jour 


Sw rts «[ 


^ A Drm 


-CSary | 0 UI 


TBS 


... :_m : ^ i 

Jumbies; BUXOM BERTH" ‘ N ifjf 

Answer- What the bia driver directe diw^^ ;,; • , « 

partner to make - A l VDU < TOHj l *f>--.-.- ~ ^ ^ t. 

.- \/Nof 


-r’si&P. 







«l 

$ 

k 

k 


Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 1, 1998 
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Study finds Jordanian industries weak 
in adopting modern concept of marketing 
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^ ALTHOUGH THERE is a rel- 
ive variance in the extent of 
ifactising marketing activities 
etweeir various productive sec- 
tors,^ study prepared by the 
Royal Scientific Society has indi- 
cated that, in general, there is a 
jyealqicss in adopting the modern 
concept . of marketing. “This 
weakness could reflect negative- 
ly on the capability of the Jordan- 
ian industries to compete," the 
study said giving the following 
points as mam findings: 

*1) The marketing tasks and 
activities in the Jordanian indus- 
tries are still entrusted to depart- 
ments 'or units that have no spe- 
cialised administration. Some of 
the industries give the marketing 
responsibilities to the department 
of sales or production or even the 
department of finance. At other 
industries the marketing iob is 
■‘scattered between a number of 
administrative units” or unspeci- 
fied. - 

2) The absence of an adminis- 
irative unit or section for a mar- 
keting. information system at 
most of the productive sectors 
covered by the study. "This may 
increase the cost of taking wrong 
decisions which reflect negative- 
ly on the performance ancT capa- 
bility of the industries to com- 
pcte f r the study said. It added 
that no more than 5 1 per cent of 
all industries surveyed were 
found, to have a marketing infor- 
mation system especially those 
in the chemical sector, paper and 


cardboard industries and metal- 
work and machinery plants. 

3) Weakness in conducting 
studies on the needs and aspira- 
tions of clients by most of the 
industries surveyed. The study 
found that no more than 35 per 
cent conduct such research. 

4) Weakness in spending on 
studies and research as no more 
than 0.07 per cent of the industri- 
alists interviewed were paying 
for such an item. 

5) Weakness in pre-planning for 
promotional campaigns. Accord- 
ing to the study, 71 per cent do 
not have any prior planning or 
preparation especially the small 
and medium-size industries.” The 
best amon* the planners are the 
wood and oasic metal industries 
as well as the textiles sector. 

6) Weakness in evaluating and 
reviewing promotional activities 
as 76 per cent do not conduct 
such a procedure. The rate is 
much higher among small indus- 
tries. 

7) Weak commitment by the 
industries to export activity as 
the rate of those which do not 
export at all stood at 70.8 per 
cent of the industries surveyed. 
Only eight per cent were found to 
have organised and well-planned 
export activity and 16 per cent to 
be irregular exporters. 

9) weakness in aftersale ser- 
vices such as erection, operation, 
transport and training especially 
by metal industries (A1 Dustour). 
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UflES: (March 2 1 to April 19) Looks like whai you want- 
i to do is going to cost too much money. You thought you 
ad enough, but it somehow got used up. You don't worry, 
[here's another source of income on the horizon. Discuss 
our plans with someone who'd like to share them with 
on, who' could also come up with ideas about how to 
fe-thens^- — : ’ ' 

JfTAprT 20 to May 20) You’re looking good 

xfay. You feel a little more confident, and that’s important, 
ecsnse you’re feeing some tough decisions. You’re in the 
aood to'take risks, which is rather unusual for you. but 
xiayycra might even win. Indications are you’ll be ludri- 
stg mng backward instead of forward if tbar’s any help. 
iEMM:' (May 21 to June 21) There's something you 
red to do, which you should have done by now. You’ve 
easted, maybe because you're not sure how to do iL In any 
ffiCj it's-definitely tedious, but it has to be handled before 
pQget to do the fun things on your list. So just buckle 
tom and do it, and stop arguing about it 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Your workload is intense. 
Ki you’re not getting the support you need from expected 
usees: Well, don't feel dismayed Somebody you forgot 
|S about could come to your rescue. It's nice to have a per- 
m ot your side who believes in you so completely. Go 
tead and let the support in. 

J20t.<July 23 to August 22) Be careful today. An older 
toon is watching you like a hawk. If you're late back from 
*eak,. or. if you spend too much time flirting by the water 
Qofer, you’ll be in trouble for sure. Don't push iL If you 
®tove yourself today, you’ll have more rime for fun and 
sues later in the week. 

1RG0: (August '23 to September 22) Travel looks good 
or you today, perhaps a contact with someone who lives far 
'way. ft's an excellent rime to invite friends to your bouse 
swell, and that might be where the contact comes in. This 
tow might even call and invite himself or herself over, 
'toogerfeings have happened Today, it's a pretty likely 
dol 

^ (September 23 to October 23 ) It's difficult ro be in 
3fion where you don't know everything, especially for 
ltellfytval like yourself, but right now that s your 
cameut The more you learn, the more you 11 earn, 
saber that, because the payoff for educating yourself 
fccur in die long run, not the short run. 

RPIO: (October 24 to November 21) You and your 
ft may disagree about how something should be done, 
ever comes up with the most cost-effective solution 
any. the. day. Money’s a consideration for you both, 
oaybe that’s why tempers are a little short. You U have 
^ fen once you come up with the pivotal idea, so don t 
Bp. 

HTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You re 
®>iy powerful this week. You can have just about any- 
yon want Your band work is paying off. It’s not omy 
- it’s fim, arid you're benefiting enormously horn the 
you’re putting in. You're meeting good people and 
■%an excellent impression on all of them. Keep at it. 
look, marvellous. , , 

®ORN: (December 22 to January 19) It would be 
Jf-ybu -didn't have to go ro work, but unfortunately 
deadline looming. Fortunately, the person you care 
gbgitt is . within easy range. If you can get together 
little while, your whole day will go easier, 
labour it will brighten everything rise. If you can 
definitely do dinner. 

BASIES: (January 20 to February IS) Looks like ymi 
frbmx^more than stay home today aiul cud^ 
^ direct opposition to what's planned, such as a 
®goradass vou’re supposed to attend. \ou nught^ 
^saying you’re sickand rescheduling the event tor 
Jkaftng shot, but something to consider. 

19 to March 20) This is an iex«Uem 
^.studying. You're concentrating better 
^^important. You have an opportunity 10 ~ 

but you can’t do it with what you kn • 
N? to improve your skills. Get started cm fee P«v 
^ todayXl it'll be easier than you feared « would 

of December: Tbrqooise — Zircon 




Poll: 

Pay cuts 
preferable 
to layoffs 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Most business leaieis across 
Asia behew •asB^ workers to 
accept pay cuts is preferable to 
layoffs, except in Hong Kong 
where executives preferred to 
slash jobs, a poll has found. 

Sixty-one percent of execu- 
tives across fee region said 
they would cut salaries rather 
than jobs, the joint poll by the 
Far Eastern Economic 
Review and CNBC Business 
News found. 

But in Hong Kong 49 per 
cent said they would prefer to 
cut staff, wife only 40 percent 
opting for reducing pay pack- 
ets. 

The majority of manages 
across Asia — 71 per cent — 
also said they would be will- 
ing to give up their own 
bonuses if staff receive no pay 
increases. 

Executives also agreed feat 
if staff had to be laid off as a 
result of the region's econom- 
ic crisis, companies should 
offer employees help in find- 
ing new positions. 


Deutsche seals 
Bankers buy for $10.1 b 


FRANKFURT (R) — 

Deutsche Bank AG said 
Monday it had sealed a 
takeover of Bankers 
Trust for $10.1 billion in 
a deal creating the 
world's largest bank. 

The supervisory boards 
of both banks on Sunday 
approved a “definitive 
agreement” under which 
Deutsche will acquire all 
outstanding shares of the 
common stock of 
Bankers Trust at $93 per 
share, Deutsche said in a 
statement. 

Deutsche, Germany’s 
largest bank, said the 
acquisition would estab- 
lish a “global platform 
for profitable growth.” 

The German bank said 
it would finance the 
takeover partly through a 
capita! increase of four 
billion marks. That is less 
than expected by ana- 
lysts, many of whom bad 
predicted Deutsche 
would raise at least half 
the purchase price by 
issuing equity. 

The statement said 
nothing about job cuts 
resulting from the deal 
which analysts said could 
amount to 2.000 or more 
at the combined group, 
mainly in New York and 
London. 

The remaining part of 
the purchase price will be 
financed with available 
liquid funds and by issu- 
ing various financing 
instruments such as par- 
ticipatory capital, bonds 
and convertible bonds or 
bonds with warrants on 
Deutsche's own shares 
and third-party shares. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the refer- 
ence to “third-party 
shares” means Deutsche 
may reduce its industrial 
shareholdings by issuing 
bonds convertible into 
such stock. 

Deutsche owns large 
stakes in major German 
corporates' . including ' 
DaimlerCphrysler "AG jpd . 
builder Philipp Holz- 
mann. Last week 
Deutsche said it had no 
plans to sell its stake of 
more than 10 per cent in 
DaimlerChrysler. 

The aquisition is sub- 
ject to the approval of 
shareholders representing 
two thirds of all Bankers 
Trust shares and of U.S., 
European and German 
regulatory authorities. 

The two banks last 
Monday confirmed 
weeks of speculation that 
they were in acquisition 
talks. 

The deal will create a 
financial giant with more 
than $800 billion of 
assets, consigning Union 
Bank of Switzerland to 
second place in the world 
league table. 

Market observers say 
the purchase will help 
Germany’s largest bank 
fulfil its dream of a size- 


able presence in the U.S., 
the world’s biggest and 
most innovative market 
for capital, but warn that 
the deal entails consider- 
able risks. 

It will also make up for 
a series of high-level 
departures in Deutsche’s 
investment banking busi- 
ness this year which cul- 
minated in the defection 
of its entire, more than 
100-strong California- 
based Technology Group 
to Credit Suisse in July. 

“The main challenge 
for Deutsche will be 
managing risk because its 
earnings will become a 
lot more volatile,” said 
Britta Graf, banking ana- 
lyst at BNP in Frankfurt. 

“It will also face a 
dilemma in integrating 
Bankers Trust: how to 
keep control of it while at 
the same time giving it a 
sufficiently long leash to 
prevent defections.” she 
added. 

Graf, echoing other 
analysts, said the pur- 
chase would not plug 
holes in Deutsche’s 
mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate finance and 
advisory business. 

But it will give 
Deutsche a leading glob- 
al position in global cus- 
tody. asset management 
and private banking for 
wealthy clients. Graf 
said. 

One analyst predicted 
that Deutsche will make 
a rights offering at 90 to 
95 marks, a 15 per cent 
discount to its current 
market price of about 105 
marks, with one new 
share offered for between 
12 and 14 shares held. 

The emerging markets 
crisis virtually wiped out 
Deutsche’s operating 
income in the third quar- 
ter, when operating profit 
slumped to 70 million 
marks ($41 million), 
while Bankers Trust 
slumped to a loss of $488 
million. ... 

Deutsche management 
board member Juergen 
Krumnow has said the 
acquisition will lead to 
job losses in the banks' 
fixed income and equity 
businesses in both those 
centres. 

Deutsche, which 

employs about 2,000 
staff in the United States, 
is expected to bear the 
brunt of job cuts there as 
Bankers Trust will proba- 
bly form the core of the 
German bank's U.S. 
investment banking busi- 
ness. 

For Bankers Trust, the 
acquisition by a partner 
with deep pockets will 
boost its custodial and 
asset management busi- 
ness but its BT Alex. 
Brown securities arm 
will still not topple 
industry giants like Mer- 
rill Lynch and Co, ana- 
lysts say. 


Jordanian and Israeli phone 
firms try to settle dispute 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
phone company and Israel's 
Bezek International held 
their first round of negotia- 
tions Monday to settle a 
dispute over a $5 million 
bill, after the Jordan 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (JTC) cut direct 
links with the carrier. 

“We had a good meeting 
but we did not resolve fee 
issue yet,” said Ori Yogev, 
chief executive officer of 
Bezek International, a sub- 
sidiary of Israel's state- 
owned Bezek Telecommu- 
nications Company. “We 
are trying to find a solu- 
tion," said Yogev. He said 
the two sides will meet in 
several days in Israel ro 
continue their discussions. 

Officials from the Jordan 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration were not available 
for comment Monday 
evening. 

“We do not owe JTC 
money,” said Yogev before 
heading to Amman. “We 
are trying to find a compro- 
mise, which does not only 
concern money but our 
future commercial relation- 
ship.” said Yogev, who was 
pan of a four-man team, 
which included the chair- 
man of the firm, Mosha 
Hava, for talks with JTC 
Chairman Aii Shukri. 

The JTC in September 
cut its direct link wife 
Bezek International 


because it failed to pay a 
bill of $5 million, accord- 
ing to JTC. 

Shukri has been quoted in 
news reports as saying feat 
Jordan was routing phone 
calls to Israel through a pri- 
vate Israeli firm. Golden 
Lines. 

Yogev, who said he is 
going to Jordan for negotia- 
tions at the invitation of the 
JTC, said fee Jordanian car- 
rier had broken a valid 
agreement when it discon- 
nected computer data lines 
used by customers, who 
paid both the JTC and 
Bezek International for the 


service. 

“The JTC also cut voice 
traffic without giving us 
prior notice.” said Yogev, 
who said that his company 
is using third countries to 
route calls to Jordan, a 
common practice. 

Ad Dustour Arabic daily, 
quoting Shukri. reported 
Sunday that fee JTC was 
taking legal action against 
the carrier. 

“We do not think they 
have a case.” said Yogev. 
"We prefer to work togeth- 
er than sue each other...we 
are very secure in our posi- 
tion. 


Foreign 
investors 
flee India 
markets 


BOMBAY (AFP) — India's 
capital markets will suffer a 
net outflow of foreign portfo- 
lio fends in 1998, for the first 
time since New Delhi opened 
up the bourses six years ago, 
analysts have said. 

Figures released tty fee cap- 
ital markets regulator Securi- 
ties and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) showed foreign 
portfolio investors had pulled 
out $32 milli on for fee month 
to Nov. 20. 

Five other months this year 
have witnessed an outflow of 
foreign investment 

“This is the first time in six 
years feat annual foreign port- 
folio investment figures have 
turned negative,” said Devesh 
Kumar, at foreign brokerage 
ABN AMRO Equities. 

Kumar estimated that India 
would end 1998 wife a net 
foreign portfolio outflow of 
$400 milli on. 

The previous low was a net 
inflow of $827 million in 
1993. while die best year was 
1996 which saw an injection 
of $3 billion. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS A Stress - free Christmas 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609^ 079630007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio 



..PS 

20x30cm., 


Shmelsanl - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swefffeh Tsfc 822891 


"Ifottn Mho** *)*■ rfmmoK 



Quality Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped KJtehanetas *Daiy 4 1 
Long Stay » Reasonable Rates 

5fe Circle 

I TcL: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 1 

e-nafl : aymltt goxom.jo 



At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


PVERTISE 
JN THIS 
ION CALL 


Call Us Now 
5510427, 8,9 


SRNRBEL 

Real Estate 

SWE1FIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
th. 5864230 -58651671 
Mobile: 079/537588 



5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT 42 





At 6th Circle i 

Hotel 

Tel.: 5510001 


Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer . 
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Asian Games 

Foreign coaches make 
winning soccer start 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Asian faith in foreign 
coaches paid off handsome- 
ly here on Monday, ending 
with comprehensive wins 
on the opening day of the 
Asian Games. 

Oman, coached by 
Brazilian Badu Vieira, saw 
off Hong Kong 6-0 while 
China, led by Englishman 
Bobby Houghton, crushed 
Lebanon 4-1. 

Vieira's Oman side have 
emerged as one of the 
region's most improved 
sides over the last few 
months, surging up FTFA’s 
world rankings and finish- 
ing fourth in the Gulf Cup 
in Bahrain at the start of 
November. 

For China, the arrival of 
Houghton at the start of the 
year, in place of Chinese 
coach Qi Wusheng, has 
given the national 'side a 
boost after their failure to 
qualify for the 1998 World 
Cup. 

National captain Fan 
Zhiyi, who plays for 
English First Division side 
Crystal Palace. sai± “In the 
World Cup qualifiers last 
year we lacked confidence 
and that is why we failed. 
Since Bobby Houghton 
arrived we have had more 
confidence in ourselves.'* 

Houghton's brief is to see 
China qualify for the finals 
of the Sydney Olympic 
Games in 2000 and the 
World Cup. to be held in 
Asia for Che first time in 
2002. Japan and South 
Korea co-host the event 

Other associations bene- 
fiting recently by employ- 
ing foreign talent include 
Kuwait who won the Gulf 
Cup with Czech Milan 
Macala in charge, and 
Singapore. English' coach 
Barry Whitbread look the 
island-nation to their first 
regional title when they lift- 
ed the Tiger Cup in 
Vietnam during September. 

Now the pressure is on 
another foreign import to’ 





y X 


Oman’s Tagi Mubarak control the ball as an unidentified Hong Kong player rushes 
to challenge him during a Group F preliminary round between Hong Kong and 
Oman atSupachalasai Stadium in Bangkok. Oman beat Hong Kong 6-0 (AFP photo) 


deliver. 

The Asian Games is the 
testing ground for 
Frenchman Philippe 

Troussier as be seeks to lead 
Japan towards the Olympic 
Games and the Asian Cup 
in two years' time. 

Troussier, recommended 
to the Japan Football 
Association by Arsenal 
coach Arsene Wenger, has a 
contract that ends after the 
Asian Cup in Lebanon in 
2000 . 

He will be seeking a good 
start to his tenure here to 
ensure a contract renewal 
that will take him through to 


the World Cup in 2002. 

One nation stubbornly 
refusing to delve into the 
massive pool of foreign 
coaching talent are South 
Korea. 

Following a dismal World 
Cup display that saw coach 
Cha Bum-kun, a former 
star player, fired after two 
defeats against Mexico and 
the Netherlands, the 
Korean Football 

Association have called up 
Hub JuDg-moo to lead the 
national team. 

Huh is the third Korean in 
a row to lead them after Cha 
and Park Jong-hwan, who 


was fired after Korea's poor 
showing at the Asian Cup 
in the United Arab Emirates 
in 1996. 

The former Pobang 
Steelers and Chunnam 
Dragons coach has been 
given the task of looking 
after both the Olympic and 
full national sides. 

Perhaps the South 
Koreans would argue for- 
eign masterminds cannot 
guarrantee success. 

Hong Kong might agree 
after their 6-0 thrashing on 
Monday. They are coached 
by Brazilian Sebastiao 
Araujo. 


China’s 

basketball 

players 

confident 

of Asian 

Games 

gold 


BELTING TAP) — Barring 
unforeseen problems, 
China's basketball players 
reckon they’ve got another 
Asian Games gold in the 
bag. 

Towering members of the 
national men's team said 
Monday they viewed South 
Korea, Japan, the 
Philippines and Taiwan as 
their major adversaries at 
the games that open 
Sunday. 

“We should get the gold 
because the Chinese team 
is strong,'' Wang Zhizhi, a 
2.12-metre tall centre on 
the squad, said in an inter- 
view. 

Veteran team member Hu 
Weidong said the team was 
fitter and more experienced 
than the one that won gold 
at the last Asian Games in 
Hiroshima, Japan, in 1994. 
The Chinese defeated 
South Korea 100-72 in the 
final for their third consec- 
utive men's basketball 
gold. 

“If the squad plays to its 
normal level at the Asian 
Games I think we will be 
champions," added Kuang 
Lubin, the national men's 
team leader. 

Kuang said victory at the 
games would boost the 
team's confidence for next 
year’s Asian champi- 
onships that is a qualifying 
tournament for the 2000 
Olympic Games in Sydney, 
Australia. 

Wang, the 21-year-old 
center for the Bayi Rockets 
in China's basketball 
league, said the national 
team has been practicing 
together for nine months. 

‘Training has been inten- 
sive and quite tough, all in 
order to get the gold at the 
Asian Games," he said. 


Broncos make it an even dozen 


Asian Games briefs 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Here are the Asian Gaines 
briefs on Monday. 

Depressed Thai gymnast way off beam : Thai 
gymnastic officials have called in a psychologist 
after their top gymnast Araomthep Waewsaeng 
went into depression in the run-up to the Asian 
Games. 

The 24-year-old Amornthep has been feeling the 
pressure because of the weight of expectation on 
him. The psychologist was summoned in after a 
switch in training venue failed to cheer up the gym- 
nast. 

Laser sharp police on hooligan watch: Police say 
they will be on the lookout for fans armed with laser 
beams trying to upset competitors at the Games. 

Whistles and firecrackers which could be set off at 
key moments during events will also be confiscat- 
ed, as will knives ana bricks. 

Plainclothes officers, meanwhile will be deployed 
among the crowd in case of trouble. 

Their presence will also have a welcome spin-off - 
boosting attendance figures. Officials fear a poor 
turnout after weeks of disappointing ticket sales. 

Back us, don’t boo us, pleads Witbe: Former 
English soccer star Peter Withe, Thailand's football 
technical director, has asked local fans to stop boo- 
ing and to start backing his side during the games. | 

The former Nottingham Forest striker, however, 
may be disappointed. Thais are avid football fans 
but fear the worst. Their national side have never 
won an Asiad medal. 

216 Thais, one torch The Asian Games torch 
will be curried 100 kilometres by a relay of 216 ath- 
letes on December 6 before arriving at the 
Rajmangala stadium at the centre of Bangkok for 
the evening opening ceremony. 


Silver Charm on course for 
thrilling duel with Sagamix 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
mouth watering tussle 
between defending champi- 
on Silver Charm and Arc de 
Triomphe winner Sagamix 
looks on the cards after the 
entries for March 28 Dubai 
World Cup were revelaed 
here on Monday. 

The 2000 metres race, 
which was the idea of 
Dubai's Defence Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed-al- 
Maktoum and was first run 
in 1996, has also attracted 
Australia’s middle distance 
champion Might And Power 
and English Derby winner 
High Rise, who was taken 
away from his Newmarket- 
basal Italian trainer Luca 
Cum am and sent to Dubai 
for the winter. 

Silver Charm, whose train- 
er Bob Baffert also entered 
his 1998 Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness Stakes winner 
Real Quiet, will be the first 
winner of the race to defend 
his title if he makes it to the 
barrier at Nad A1 Sheba race- 
course. 

Silver Charm, who like his 
stablemaie won the same two 
legs of the 1997 Triple 
Crown The Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness Stakes, beat 


the Dubai-based Godolphin 
operation’s Swain by a short- 
head in last season’s renewal. 

However, he had an injury- 
interrupted season forcing 
him off the track for two- 
and -a- half- months, though 
he returned to finish runner- 
up to Awesome Again in the 
Breeders Cup Classic in 
early November. 

The Andre Fab re trained 
Sagamix showed plenty of 
guts and spirit to come from 
the clouds to win October’s 
An: de Triomphe and give 
rider Olivier Peslier a hat- 
trick of wins in Europe's 
most prestigious race. 

Despite his win the 

parochial English press gave 
the French horse a below 
average mark but the lightly 
raced colt would be sure to 
give Silver Charm a tough 
race on the dirt in Dubai. 

Fabre, nicknamed the 

‘Horse Whisperer* by 

Sagamix’s owner Jean-Luc 
Lagardere because of his 
preference for talking to 
horses but the ‘Little 
Napoleon' for his autocratic 
behaviour by his critics, has 
also entered former German- 
based filly Boigia, who ran 
third in the 1997 Arc behind 


the Frenchman’s Peine 
Celebre. 

Sheikh Mohammed's 
Godolphin operation has 
numerous entries, including 
British Group One winners 
Cape Verdi, Nedawi, 
Saratoga Springs and Xaar. 

Along with Might and 
Power the Antipodean entry 
could be bolstered by the 
New Zealand-trained 
Melbourne Cup runner-up 
Champagne. 

“The overall quality of the 
nominations is very pleas- 
ing," said Dubai World Cup 
committee chairman 

Michael Osborne. 

“With three of last year’s 
English Classic winners, two 
Kentucky Derby winners, 
one of whom is the defend- 
ing Dubai World Cup cham- 
pion. an Air winner and 
Australia's champion mid- 
dle-distance horse among the 
entries it would be difficult 
to ask for anything more,” 
the Irishman added. 

The second entry stage for 
the race is on February 3 next . 
year. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Denver Broncos 
returned to the scene of 
their Super Bowl victory 
Sunday to continue their 
pursuit of a new dream. 

Once again they emerged 
from San Diego’s 
Qualcomm Stadium in tri- 
umph as John Elway moved 
past a legend in the record 
books with four touchdown 
passes and the Broncos 
topped the Chargers 31-16 
to become the fourth team 
in National Football League 
history to win its first 12 
games. 

Denver won its 1 7th con- 
secutive contest overall, 
dating to the 1997 regular- 
season finale and the post- 
season. Included in that 
streak was the Broncos’ 31- 
24 triumph over the Green 
Bay Packers in Super Bowl 
32 in San Diego. 

Denver joined the 1934 
and 1985 Chicago Bears 
and the 1972 Miami 
Dolphins as the only teams 
to open a season 12-0. The 
Dolphins and 1985 Bears 
both won the Super Bowl, 
while the 1934 Bears lost 
tbe NFL Championship. 
But the Miami squad was 
the only one to finish with a 
perfect record, going 17-0 
including the playoffs and 
winning Super Bowl 7. 

Elway overcame four 
turnovers, completed 16-of- 
3 1 passes for 206 yards and 
increased his career total to 
294 TD tosses.That moved 
him ahead of Hall of Famer 
Johnny Unitas into third 
place on the all-time list. 
Entering the game. Elway 
was tied with Unitas and 
Seattle Seahawks veteran 
Warren Moon. 

Super Bowl MVP Terrell 
Davis was limited to 74 
yards on 23 carries for die 
Broncos, who clinched the 
AFC West title before tak- 
ing the field when Oakland 
lost to Washington. Davis 
still leads the league with 


1,566 rushing yards but is 
on pace io finish the season 
with 2.084 — 2 1 shy of Eric 
Dickerson’s single-season 
record. 

Elway threw three inter- 
ceptions and lost a fumble 
but his counterpart. Craig 
Whelihan. was picked off 
five times, including twice 
by former Charger Darrien 
Gordon. Losing for the first 
rim e in three games since 
taking the starting role from 
rookie Ryan Leaf, Whelihan 
was 30-of-52 for 303 yards 
and a touchdown. 

The crowd of 66,532 was 
the largest in the history of 
the Chargers, who fell to 3- 
3 under interim coach June 
Jones. 

The Atlanta Falcons aren't 
perfect, but they earned 
their first trip to the playoffs 
since 1995 with a 21-10 vic- 
tory over St. Louis. 

It was a struggle, but the 
Falcons proved they can 
win without quarterback 
Chris Chandler. 

Jamal Anderson rushed 
for a career-high 188 yards, 
including a 27-yard score, 
and Steve DeBerg — at 47 
the oldest player in the NFL 
— replaced an ineffective 
Tony Graziani at quarter- 
back in the second half and 
hit Terance Mathis with a 
27-yard touchdown to seal 
the victory. 

Atlanta, which won its 
only division title back in 
1980, leads San Francisco 
in the NFC West. 

The AFC East Division 
battle continues. 

For the second time in six 
days, gutsy Drew Bledsoe, 
playing with a broken right 
index finger, led the Patriots 
to an electrifying come- 
from-behind win, 25-21 
over the Buffalo Bills in a 
key division battle. 

With the Patriots trailing 
21-17 in the final seconds, 
Bledsoe lofted a long des- 
peration pass into the end 
zone for Terry Glenn. Bills 


safety Henry Jones pushed 
Glenn and was whistled tor 
pass interference, giving the 
Patriots one more play. 

Bledsoe threw a perfect 
one-vard touchdown pass to 
tight end Ben Coates in the 
back of the end zone to give 
New England the win. 

Buffalo failed to come 
back on the field for the 
extra-point attempt, and 
kicker Adam Vinatieri ran 
for the unconlested two- 
point conversion. 

The loss dropped Buffalo 
out of a first-place tie with 
the Dolphins, who beat 
New Orleans 30-10. and the 
New York Jets, who pound- 
ed the Carolina Panthers 48- 
21. New England also 
remained one game behind 
the co-leaders. 

Baltimore fans finally got 
tbe revenge they've been 
seeking for nearly 15 years 
as the Ravens rallied for 17 
points in the fourth quarter 
to defeat the Indianapolis 
Colts 38-31. 

The Colts made their first 
trip to Baltimore since 
owner Robert Irsay aban- 
doned a city rich with foot- 
ball tradition in the middie 
of the night in 1984. 

Struggling Kansas City 
continued its dominance 
over NFC teams, snapping a 
six-game losing streak with 
a 34-24 vicrory over 
Arizona. 

Tampa Bay spoiled 
Chicago quarterback Moses 
Moreno's first NFL start 
sacking him twice in a 31- 
17 win over the Bears. 

In other games. 
Jacksonville beat Cincinnati 
34-17. Seattle beat 
Tennessee 20-18. Green 
Bay beat Philadelphia 24- 
16 and the Washington 
Redskins beat Oakland 29- 
19. 
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Carlos Germane, goalkeeper for tbe Brazilian football team Vasco Da Gama, 
dives for the ball daring tbe offical practice session at tbe National Stadium in 
Tokyo Monday. South American champion Vasco Da Gama and European 
champion Real Madrid will fight for the Toyota Cup International football club 
championships ( AFP photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Heart massage player leaves hospital 

UDINE (AFP) — Cagliari defender Gianluca Grassadonia was released from hospital 
here on Monday after collapsing and needing heart massage on the pitch during Sunday's 
Serie A match against Udinese. Tests revealed that no serious harm had been done, but 
the 26-year-old was kept in overnight as a precautionary measure after he passed out fol- 
lowing a collision with Udinese’s Tomas LocatellL 

200 hooligans arrested as Boca capture title 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 200 rampaging Boca Juniors hooligans were arrested late on 
Sunday following the team's 0-0 draw with Independiente which was enough to give 
them tbe Argentinian league title. Police fired rubber bullets at the hooligans after they 
tore through the streets of Buenos Aires breaking windows and looting shops. Boca's tri- 
umph was their 17th domestic title but leaves them well adrift of River Plate, who have 
won the championship 27 times in its 93 year history. 


CINEMA 


TEL: 5699238 


Richard Gere .. in 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Jeff Bridges .. in 

WHITE SQUALL 


Shows: 12:30.3:30, 6:15. 
8:30.1030 • 


PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDX AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


CONCORD 


John Travolta & 
Emma Thompson .. in 


f V ■ y r • 8 :* W* « i f • I : Iz i 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10*30 



TSJ5934TO3 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www. cns.com. jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 830, 1030 


Watch out for 
the new play 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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\ I Olympic soccer preliminaries 
^ | still undecided 

•ai; 1 AMMAN — Contacts are continuing between the 
h * Jordan Fpotball Association and the Saudi Soccer 
1 Federation to reach a formula to organise the prelimi- 
Bjg %'joiy round matches for the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
, t> f qualifiers. The issue at stake is the Saudi-Iraqj maich- 
i4 , \es in particular. An official source said the Saudi side 
j?£w several suggestions to hold the matches includ- 
7 ^.meeting in Arrunan or another neutral place. 34 
r » Asian countries divided into 9 groups are participating 
in the preliminaries. The top team in each group will 
li fe jnove tothe Feb. ! -April 30 second round where there 
win -be three groups with the top three reaching 
Sydney. 

; Football Association in talks 
with consortium 

s • 

| AMMAN — The Jordan Football Association is still 
I looking for a financial settlement with a four-member 
£ consortium that was in charge of marketing the 1998 
premier League after the federation cancelled the 
f competition. In a recent meeting, the federation 
j requested JD30,000 from the consortium, which in 
|iarn asked for compensation for cancelling the event 

handball team returns home 

AMMAN — The Jordan handball team returned to 
Amman Monday after participating in the West Asian 
Qualifiers, which was held in the Saudi city of 
Dammam. Jordan beat the Bahraini team 32-19 but - 
was defeated by the Kuwaitis 40-16. The handball 
federation has now lodged a complaint with the Asian 
federation after it was announced that Kuwait quali- 
fied alongside first placed Saudis although Jordan was 
i leading Kuwait in second place on points. 

Joint university sports 
tournaments discussed 

EARAK — A delegation from the Sports Federation 
of the Palestinian Educational Institutions was 
received by Jordanian officials to discuss possibilities .. 
of holding joint sports activities. Events include table 
tennis* handball, and basketball. 

7 ' Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 



' ATP Tour 
|d-of-year rankings 



Final ATP rankings 
, ^pras (USA) 

’Marceio Rios (Chi) 

AIcjl .Corretja. (Spa) 

^dck Rafter (Aus) 

Moya (Spa) 

^ Agassi (USA) 

^•Tim Henman (Gbr) 

^■Earoi. kucera (Svk) 

■ Rusedski (Gbr) 

^Tty&ard Krajicek (Ned) 

■ Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus) 

Ivanisevic (Cro) 
«-fetekoria(Cze> 

4 -Albett Costa (Spa) 

Philippoussis (Aus) 

. ^.Maftin OISA) 

■^Qmas Johansson (Swe) 
-fibline (Fra) 
WSiemerinkCNed) 

21 ?^ fand31a (Spa) 

Berasategui (Spa) 

™^Ehqvi$t (Swe) 

yo Kuerten (Bra) 

Muster (Ain) 
v*! j (Rsa) 

^^Bjack (Zim) 

(Spa) 


released on Monday: 
3915 pts 
3670 
3398 
3315 
3159 
2879 
2620 
2579 
2573 
2548 
2515 
2137 
2114 
1823 
1792 
1774 
1761 
1710 
1669 
1643 
1556 
1500 
1472 
1439 
1344 
1285 
1280 
1259 
1242 
1216 



FIFA head suggests date 

for 2002 World Cup 


SEOUL fAFPj — The chief of the world football govern- 
ing body FIFA. Sepp Blatter. Monday suggested the 2002 
World Cup finals in South Korea and Japan be held from 
May and end before the rainy season in July. 

Blatter told a news conference before ending a two-day 
visit to Seoul that it was best the tournament not “go into 
July” but end by June. 

“My idea is to start end of May and finish end of June," 
Blatter said before leaving for Japan. 

South Korean football officials have voiced concern that 
the 2002 World Cup could be hit badly by the rainy season 
here which coincides with the finals’ traditional liming in 
June and July. 

But playing the finals earlier could force the rescheduling 
of leagues in Europe and South America and encounter 


opposition from the two foorballing superpowers. Blatter 
said he was in Seoul on a courtesy call and “to tell the 
whole population in Korea that it has the full backing of 
FIFA” for the 2002 finals, the first to be co-hosted. 

He met with South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung after 
the news conference, and is scheduled to head for Tokyo to 
watch Japan’s ‘98 Toyota Cup Football tournament. 

Blatter said a “positive” report by FIFA delegates made 
during their inspection tour of South Korea earlier this 
month would be presented this week. 

The visit was Blotter's first to Seoul since he replaced his 
veteran boss Joao Havelange, who retired in June after rul- 
ing world football for 24 years. 


Lendl the inspiration for Corretja 


Pete Sampras 


Sampras sees no 
new challengers 


HANOVER (R) — Tennis 
will remain stuck in a rut 
next year — the same few 
players challenging top man 
Pete Sampras, according to 
the World No. 1 himself. 

Sampras, the best player 
around for a record sixth 
consecutive year, said new- 
comers were nowhere to be 
seen. 

“I think you're going to see 
pretty much the same guys.” 
he said at the season-ending 
ATP Tour world champi- 
onship. ‘T don’t see anyone 
ranked 40 or 50 that's going 
to be in the top 10 by this 
time next year.” 

Sampras has not been quite 
as dominant as in previous 
years, partly because of 
injury. 

But he still won 
Wimbledon, his 11th grand 
slam title, and three other 
tournaments. Only 

Australian Roy Emerson has 
won 12 majors. 

“I’m not that old and I've 
still got plenty to look for- 
ward to,” said Sampras, 27. 
“I know that if I’m fit and if 
I play my best tennis, it’s 
going to be very hard for 
other guys to bear me." 

Obviously, Sampras wants 
a couple more grand slam 
victories. 

With 24S weeks at World 
No. 1, he could also beai 
Ivan Lendl’s record 270. 

Sampras fell to eventual 
winner Alex Corretja of 
Spain in the semi finals in 
Hanover but his only rival in 
the race for number one. 
Chilean Marceio Rios, had 
already pulled out injured. 

“I regard this as an ultimate 
achievement," Sampras said 
of his record. “I don't think ii 
will ever be broken.” 

The world's finest player 
also said he sometimes fell 
he did not receive all the 
attention and the respect he 
deserved. 

The fact that Sampras, 
often criticised for his per- 
ceived lack of charisma. | 
keeps outclassing the opposi- j 
tion may be a handicap for 
the sport but there are others. ■ 
Lack of personalities, a I 
complicated ranking system I 
and the high number of tour- 
naments also explain why 
fans, sponsors and media are 
becoming tired of men’s ten- 
nis. 

Aware of that, the ATP 
Tour, which runs the men’s 
professional circuit, is work- 
ing on a series of measures 
aimed at keeping everybody 
interested. 

A new elite series compris- 
ing the current Super-9 
events and the season’s finale 
will be launched in 2000. 

The ATP Tour and the 
Super-9 tournaments — the 
highlights of the season out- 
side the grand slams — have 
signed an agreement with 
marketing agency 

ISL/Octagon to market the 
rights of the evenis in the 
series. 

The news practically 
means that the Super-9 tour- 
naments have agreed to keep 
working together with the 
ATP Tour and its marketing 
partner. 

The current deal runs until 
2000 and rival organisations. 


notably Boris Becker, 
together with marketing 
agency Prisma, had 
approached the organisers of 
the most prestigious tourna- 
ments. offering to promote 
their events. 

Becker said his proposals 
were more lucrative for both 
the tournaments and the 
players but ATP Tour boss 
Mark Miles disagreed. 

“To those who say that 
they can add value to the 
game, we say that with 
ISL/Octagon, we have,” he 
said. 

Miles said the commercial 
rights of the events in the 
new series will be pooled for 
a long period which has not 
be determined yet but should 
run for Some 10 years. He 
said the value of the new 
package would be around 
$100 million a year. 

Miles also confirmed that 
from 2000 there will be a 12- 
month rankings race with all 
the players beginning the 
season at zero and accumu- 
lating points throughout the 
calendar year. 

Changes could also be 
brought to the rules to make 
the sport more exciting to 
watch, said Miles. He 
declined to give details. 


HANOVER (R) — Spains 
Alex Corretja said he had 
been inspired by memories 
of Czech legend Ivan Lendl 
after battling back from two 
sets down to defeat compa- 
triot Carlos Moya in the 
final of the ATP Tour world 
championship on Sunday. 

“1 was t hinki ng about 
Lendl and that French Open 
final against (John! 
McEnroe Tin 1984). when 
he came back for two sets 
down and won in five sets,” 
said Corretja, who did just 
that to beat Moya 3-6 3-6 7- 
5 6-3 7-5 in an all-Spanish 
thriller. 

“Lendl was my hero and I 
was saying to myself 
‘Come on, do tike him.’ 

“I was also thinking about 
members of my family who 
died,” added the 24-year- 
old, who recently lost an 
aunt and an uncle. 

“I was talking to them in 
my head, asking them to 
give me the power to finish 
the match. This victory is 
for them.” 

Winning the longest final 
of the year and one of the 
most exciting was sweet 
revenge for Corretja, 
crushed in straight sets by 
Moya in the French Open 
final last June. 

“1 was not focused then,” 
he said. “1 was playing 
against a friend in a big 
match and all that was a bit 
confusing. I knew that if I 
was to meet him again in a 
final I’d have to be mental- 
ly stronger. Today, I was.” 

Victory moved Corretja 
three places up to third in 
the year’s final rankinas. 


An Exhibition to Commemorate the Golden 
Jubilee of the British Council in Jordan 
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All the works exhibited are original material from the 
collection of Dr Hisham Khatib 

We would like to thank our sponsors 

<2> 

BritishBank 


Venue: The British Council 
Date : 1 - 12 December 1998 


MODERN ELEGANT FURNISHED APARTMENT 
Located in Shmeisanl (not rented before). 

Two bedrooms, satellite, TV, phone line, excellent furniture, 
central heating, JD4800 — yearly contract 
Please c all 079/545352 

FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, sitting room, living room, dining 
room, three bathrooms, telephone, lift & intercom. 

! Location: Shmeisani. 

Call Tel.: 5666880 between 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. | 






3 bedrooms, maid’s room, 2 terraces, 
overlooking Amman, 2nd top floor. 
Area: 310 sq.m. Al Rabiah - Amman 
Call 4631998, 4642533 
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Alex Corretja 

“It’s a great way of ending 
the year,” he said. “Now my 
goal is to fight for the num- 
ber one ranking but I’m not 
obsessed with it.” 

In the middle of ihe puM- 


match news conference, 
somebody brought him a 
mobile telephone. 

“Excuse me, I think it's 


Corretja said. 

In fact it was Prime 
Minister Jose Maria Aznar. 
“He’s nice too,” said 


the king of Spain who Corretja. “The King will 
wants to talk to me." probably call later.” 



United Nations Development Programme 

TOR ANNOUNCEMENT 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Jordan is inviting interested 
individuals to submit applications for the following post under Project “JOR/97/006 - 
Support for Jordan’s Integration into the Global Economy" at the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. 

Administration/Finance Assistant 

Under the general supervision of the National Project Coordinator, the 
Administration/Finance Assistant will provide support for the implementation of the 
project which aims at strengthening Jordan's capacity to pursue its trade and 
development objectives in the globalizing world economy and support Jordan in 
multilateral, regional and bilateral trade negotiations. 

The incumbent will be required to 

• Contribute to the Project's annual work programmes and budget; 

• Provide support in formulating the Project's annua! business plans; 

• Coordinate finance operations with counterpart agencies: 

• Establish financial/administrative records related to the implementation of the project: 

• Monitor all disbursement activities under the Project and ensure timely preparation 
and submission of disbursement applications to the National Project Coordinator; 

• Submit quarterly disbursement progress reports to the National Project Coordinator; 

• Liaise with all parties and stockholders involved in the implementation of the 
Project, and with officials within and outside the Ministry of Industry and Trade; 

• Handle, more or less independently, specific tasks and selected assignments 
within the Project and reporting on progress/problem areas to the National 
Project Coordinator; and 

• Carry out other related activities as may be reasonably requested by the National 
Project Coordinator. 

Candidates must'have 

• a Bachelor's Degree in Business or Management Studies, Economics or a 
relevant discipline; 

• a good command of English and Arabic communication and presentation skills 
(speaking, reading and report writing); 

• a minimum of three years of experience in execution of projects; 

• literacy in computer applications; 

• solid and genuine commitment to the Project and ability to work under pressure. 

Applications should be reeffived in the UNDP office in Shmeisani, P.O. Box 941 631 - 
Amman 11 194 no later than 10 December 1998 in an envelope marked “Governance 
Unit - Globalization Project". Short-listed candidates will be expected to take a written 
exam and appear before an Interview panel. 
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Netanyahu wants Syrian 
talks but no conditions 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu voiced readiness 
on Monday to reopen Israel's 
peace talks with Syria after a 
nearly three-year feeze so 
long as there were no precon- 
ditions. 

Netanyahu denied Israeli 
news repots Syrian President 
Hafez Assad had sent a mes- 
sage to the Israeli government 
offering Israel peace wifi 
Lebanon and Syria in return 
for a full Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

“If be sent me a message I 
didn’t receive it.. I can say our 
policy here is clean We are 
willing to renew negotiations 
with Syria. But we are not 
ready to accept dictates that rid 
talks of any substance*" he toll! 
Israel Radio. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman 
declined comment oa a report 
in the newspaper Ha'aietz that 
Assad had sets a similar mes- 
sage to the United States* 

Netanyahu suggested Syria, 
the main power broker in 
Lebanon, could restrain 
Hizbollah guerrillas who have 
killed seven Israeli soldiers in 
Israel’s south Lebanon occupa- 
txxi zone in the last two weeks. 

“Of course Syria has a very 
imp ort an t role in everything 
that happens, and could be pre- 
vented, in Lebanon,” 
Netanyahu said in a reference 
to attacks by Hizbollah, an 
Iranian-backed Shiite guerrilla 
group. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mcadechai said on 
Monday there was a consensus 
among security experts that the 
15-kilometie deep zone was 
“the best option we have now 
to defend our population in die 
northern area, to continue to 
fight a gains t fee terroc” 

Opposition Labour Party 
lawmaker Yossi Beilin called 


Israeli committee approves 
law against return of Golan 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli parliament’s law committee 
passed a draft law on Monday aimed at preventing fee return 
of the Golan Heights to Syria or the hand over of east 
Jerusalem to fee Palestinians. 

Under the law, any proposal to give up territory annexed by 
Israel would need the approval of more than 50 per cent of 
members of parliament and of a referendum. 

The draft was submitted by three members of the Third 
Way, a party which represents fee Golan settlers' lobby. 

It was approved by a large majority on its first reacting in 
fee full house on July 22. To become law, it has to pass three 
successive readings. 

More than 13.000 Israeli settlers live in fee Golan Heights, 
as well as some 17,000 Syrians, most of them Druze. 


for a unilate ral withdrawal of 
Israeli troops. 

*The government of Israel is 
gambling every day as long as 
we are staying in this so-called 
self-declared security zone. 

It's not a security zone. It’s a 
death threat to Israel. 

There are many, many 
hi g h-r anking generals who 
believe that we have to leave 
this area.- Saying that there is 
only one view is a big lie,” 
Beilin told reporters. 

Netanyahu's spokesman 
Aviv Bushinsky said the prime 
minis ter would convene his 
cabinet on Wednesday for the 
second time this week to dis- 
cuss fee Lebanon quagmire. 

Last week Netanyahu's 
senior adviser David Bar- Qian 
said there were “back, channel” 
efforts to break the Israeli- 
Syrian deadlock. 

U.S.-mediated talks between 
Israel and Syria were suspend- 
ed before fee 1996 general 
elections and have not 
resumed since the rise to 
power of Netanyahu's right- 
wing government 

Damascus has insisted that 


Search for Lebanese 
prime minister starts 


(Continued &om page 1) 

A brief meeting on Monday 
between the two did not help 
resolve fee disagreements. 

Hariri’s cabinet has ban 
serving in a caretaker capacity 
since Lahoud’s inauguration 
JastThesday. 

Lahoud on Monday set the 
stage for choosing a new 
prime minister when he 
scheduled a fresh round of 
consultations wife parliament 
for Tuesday and Wednesday. 

In a statement. Lahoud said 
Hariri was asked but declined 
to form fee next government 
after a previous round of con- 
sultations. 

The offer came after the 128 
legislators polled by the presi- 
dent gave Hariri a majority 
but fell short of fee near unan- 
imous backing be had 
received in his previous three 
mandates since 1992. 

Hariri is credited wife 
restoring economic confi- 
dence and stabilising the 


national currency. His globe- 
trotting travels to drum up 
political and economic sup- 
port were sometimes instru- 
mental in drawing interna- 
tional financial aid and invest- 
ment. 

But he was faulted for 
declining living standards at 
home and a rise in corruption 
in government 

Lahoud pledged in a tough 
inauguration speech to clean 
up the graft-riddled adminis- 
tration. The general enjoys 
widespread popular backing 
after succeeding in rebuilding 
an army fractured by civil 
war. 

Central bank officials on 
Monday tried to calm fears 
about a run on the Lebanese 
pound by announcing that the 
bank was ready to intervene 
wife its foreign currency 
reserves if necessary, the 
state-run National News 
Agency reported. It added that 
the money markets remained 
stable. 


Clinton pledges to boost 
assistance to Palestinians 


(Continued from page 1) 

The increase in U.S. aid, 
which is subject to congres- 
sional approval, was 
announced after Clinton met 
with Arafat at the White House 
and then spoke at the confer- 
ence at fee State Department. 

Clinton said Arafat had reaf- 
firmed his pledge to uphold his 
side of agreements with Israel 
and to wcnk: with Israel to 
ensure security. 

The new U.S. money is 
designed to spur stepped-up 
contributions from nations 
assembled here for a one-day 
conference on economic assis- 
tance for the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Five years ago, more than $2 
billion was pledged 

The nearly doubling of U.S. 
aid is based cm fee notion that 
combating poverty in 

Palestinian-controlled areas 
will promote peace agree- 
ments with Israel and curb 
conflict. 

The pace of delivering fee 
$400 million boost will be 
determined after development 
projects are identified, an offi- 
cial told the Associated Press 


on condition he not be identi- 
fied. 

On Sunday, Arafat reiterated 
his intention to proclaim state- 
hood for the Palestinians next 
year. 

In response, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu threatened to walk 
away 6rom accords with Arafat 
if the Palestinian leader tried 
unilaterally to set up a state. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour said the 
Palestinians are paying no 
heed to Netanyahu's threats. 
“Let him shout as much as he 
pleases.” Asfour said of fee 
Israeli leader. 

Clinton plans to visit Israel, 
fee West Bank and Gaza Dec. 
12-15. He will address the 
Palestinian National Council 
and oversee implementation 
of a critical element of the 
peace accord with Israel 
reached in October. 

The council meeting in 
Gaza on Dec. 14. is due w 
reaffirm the revocation of 
clauses in fee Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
charter calling for Israel's 
destruction. 


talks resume at the point where 
the previous left-centre Israeli 
government left off. 

Syria says the late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
told the United States he was 
willing in principle to hand 
back all of the Golan Heights, 
which Israel captured from 
Syria in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Netanyahu has rejected this 
precondition for talks. 

Hizbollah is waging a guer- 
rilla war to oust the Israeli 
army from tbs occupation 
zone, which Israel holds wife 
the declared aim of preventing 
guerrilla attacks on its northern 
communities. 

Syria and the Beirut govern- 
ment say Israel's withdrawal 
must be unconditional Syria 
has 35.000 troops in Lebanon. 

Analysts say Damascus, 
aiming to regain the strategic 
heights, has little interest in 
reducing pressure on Israeli 
forces in Lebanon by reining in 
Hizbollah. Israel has held parts 
of south Lebanon since 1978 
and set up the border zone in 
1985. 

Sudan 
sends 
lions to 
Saddam 

CAIRO (AP) — Sudan has 
sent Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein a gift of two African 
lions, the London-based A1 
Wassat weekly said in its 
Monday edition. 

The paper said fee beasts, 
apparently captured in Sudan, 
were sent by Sudan's interior 
minister. Brig. Abdul Raheem 
Mohammad Hussein. 

“The two lions crossed the 
Jordanian territories into Iraq 
last week.” the magazine said. 
Sudanese officials in Jordan 
confirmed the report 

It was unclear if the lions 
were intended as a personal 
gift for Saddam or for Iraq's 
zoo. where many animals 
reportedly have perished since 
the United Nations imposed 
trade sanctions against Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Sudan is among a handful of 
Arab countries feat have sup- 
ported Iraq since fee 1991 
Gulf war, which drove Iraq 
from Kuwait, and its Islamic 
government maintains close 
relations with Baghdad. 



FOR HIS FATHER'S FREEDOM: A Palestinian masked child holds his father’s picture at tire International Red Cross 
headquarters in the Gaza Strip on Monday during a protest calling to free sons and fathers jailed in IsraeL A 
Palestinian official said that the prisoners wflU start next week their hunger strike Snail Israeli jails (Reuters photo) 

Israel lifts ban on Palestinian VIP travel 


EREZ CROSSING (AFP) 
— Israel reopened the bor- 
der crossing for Palestinian 
VIPs leaving and entering 
the Gaza Strip on Monday 
after the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
lifted a blockade on ship- 
ments of building materials 
to a nearby Jewish settle- 
ment, Israel's army said. 

Dozens of PNA offi- 
cials, including ministers 
in Yasser Arafat’s autono- 
my government, were pre- 
vented from travelling 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip Sunday by the 
Israeli move. 

Major General Yomtov 
Sarnia, the commander of 
Israeli forces in the Gaza 
Strip, closed the VIP cross- 
ing early in the day after 
Palestinian police prevent- 
ed several trucks canying 
cement and other building 
materials from reaching 
the small Jewish settlement 
of Netzarim in central 
Gaza. 

Samia called the police 


move a flagrant violation 
of Israeli-Palestmian peace 
accords. Palestinian offi- 
cials countered that build- 
ing new homes in Jewish 
settlements violated the 
agreements. 

Israeli army spokesmen 
said Samia ordered the VIP 
passage at the Erez 
Crossing reopened after 
the Palestinians allowed 
the construction materials 
into Netzarim late Sunday 
night. 

“The Palestinians called 
us and said they were will- 
ing to allow the trucks 
inside and asked us to open 
the Erez checkpoint and we 
did that," said Lieutenant 
Avi Gam bash, spokesman 
for Israeli forces in Gaza. 

“The trucks got into 
Netzarim last night,” he 
said. 

But Saeb A1 Ajaz. the 
Palestinian police com- 
mander for northern Gaza, 
denied that any deal had 
been struck and insisted 
the Palestinians' new poli- 


cy was to prevent building 
materials from entering the 
Jewish enclaves. 

“We did not agree to let 
them pass, we agreed to 
meet tomorrow with the 
Israelis to discuss the issue 
of the trucks and why they 
want this material in 
Netzarim.” Ajaz told AFP. 

Ajaz insisted that a 
clause in last month's Wye 
River peace agreement 
with Israel barring “unilat- 
eral actions” that change 
the status of the West Bank 
or Gaza Strip prohibits 
home-building in the 
Jewish enclaves. 

Israel insists it maintains 
the right to build in exist- 
ing settlements to accom- 
modate the “natural 
growth" of the communi- 
ties. 

Settlers in Netzarim, 
which currently has only 
45 families, say they need 
to build additions to exist- 
ing homes as well as units 
for prospective new resi- 
dents. 


Gambash said army offi- 
cials agreed to meet 
Palestinian officials 
Tuesday “to explain to 
them that they are not 
allowed to stop any vehi- 
cles, Israeli or civilian or 
army, it’s against the agree- 
ments." 

“If they have a problem 
with cement going to 
Netzarim, we can talk 
about it, but they can’t just 
block vehicles,” he said. 

Under interim Israeli- 
Palestinian peace accords. 
Palestinian legislators and 
officials in the PNA were 
granted VIP permits allow- 
ing them to travel between 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip through Israeli terri- 
tory. 

In practice the officials 
are often held up at braeli- 
con trolled crossing points, 
especially following major 
anti-Israeli attacks by 
Palestinian activists. 


Qadhafi blames U.S., Britain for 
delay in holding Lockerbie trial 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan 
President Muararaar 
Qadhafi has blamed delays 
in holding a trial in the 
1988 bombing of Pan Am 
flight 103 on obstacles cre- 
ated by the United States 
and Britain. 

Qadhafi. who has refused 
for years to turn over two 
Libyan suspects for trial, - 
said in a speech Sunday 
night that he had done all 
he could to resolve the dis- 
pute but the other side 
“does not want to make 
any concessions." The 
speech, at a banquet in the 
Libyan capital Tripoli for 
visiting Gambian 

President Yahya Jammeh, 
was broadcast on Libyan 


television and monitored 
by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. Also at 
the banquet was American 
Louis Farrakhan, leader of 
the Nation of Islam. 

Qadhafi referred to an 
American-British proposal 
for the two men to be tried 
in the Netherlands by 
Scottish judges as a “ster- 
ile initiative” and said the 
two countries had set 
unacceptable conditions. 

“The two countries draft- 
ed a bilateral resolution 
which they had imposed 
on the [U.NJ Security 
Council without consult- 
ing Libya, due to their 
wish not to see the trial 
held in the first place,” he 


said. 

Qadhafi did not specify 
the conditions he referred 
to. but said that sticking to 
British and American law 
“does fundamentally 
undermine the Initiative” 
adopted in the Security 
Council for holding a trial. 

The Security Council is 
involved because it 

imposed sanctions on 

Libya in 1 992 for refusing 
to allow a trial of the two 
men. who are accused of 
the bombing of the jetliner 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, 
which killed 270 people. 

For years, Washington 
and London insisted on 
trying the men in the 
United States or Scotland; 


Libya said they could not 
expect a fair trial in either 
place and urged a neutral 
venue. 

Recently Britain and the 
United States offered the 
Netherlands as a site, and 
Libya accepted in princi- 
ple. But Qadbafi has 
demanded guarantees the 
suspects will not be extra- 
dited to the United States 
and wants them impris- 
oned in Libya if convicted. 

On Sunday. Egypt’s 
Middle East News Agency 
reported that the Libyan 
Lawyers’ Union has creat- 
ed a defence fund for the 
two Libyans, but it did not 
say how much money was 
in the fund. 


Turkish generals warn squabbling politicians 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
powerful generals issued a 
pointed warning to squab- 
bling politicians on Monday 
feat they should avoid com- 
ments feat could draw the 
army into politics. 

The warning, from the 
strongly secularist General 
Staff, appeared directed at the 
Islamist Virtue Party. But it 
reflected broader worries 
over uncertainty that has fol- 
lowed the collapse of Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz’s 
government last week. 

The General Staff, which 
has an established role as 
“guardian” of the secularist 
order, urged political leaders 
in a statement to “show the 
necessary care and sensitivi- 
ty” in negotiations to form a 
new govemmenL 

“We consider it beneficial 
that anyone with responsibil- 
ity should inform the public 
in ihe correct wav and >lii mid 


avoid statements which could 
draw the armed forces into 
politics,” the statement 
reported by the state-owned 
Anatolian agency, said. 

"It is out of the question to 
say the Turkish Armed 
Forces likes one party over 
another.” 

The comments followed 
repotted comments by Recai 
Koran, bead of fee Islamist 
Virtue Party. 

The Milliyet daily quoted 
Kutan on Saturday as saying: 
“I have higher chances than 
Yilmaz to form fee new gov- 
ernment... I have no worries 
about the military. We are 
seeing signs that fee military 
likes the policies of our 
party." 

According to convention, 
Kutan. as head of fee largest 
party in parliament, should be 
given the first opportunity to 
form a new government. The 
General Staff statement could 


be interpreted by secularist 
parties as a caution ag ains t 
offering concessions to 
Virtue for tacit or active back- 
ing in breaking deadlock. 

Even mainstream secularist 
leaders like Yilmaz of fee 
Motherland Party and former 
Premier Tansu Ciller of fee 
rival True Path would be ill 
advised to publicly claim the 
favour of fee militaiy. Such a 
boast from the head of an 
Islamist party might seem 
dose to foolhardy. 

Turkey’s powerful armed 
forces have a histoiy of 
involvement in politics, 
launching three military 
coups between i960 and 
1980. Pressure from the gen- 
erals led to the downfall of 
the country's first Islamist- 
led government in June last 
year. 

Yilmaz. whose coalition of 
secularists replaced fee 
Islamists. appeared on 


national television later on 
Monday to list what he saw 
as his government’s achieve- 
ments in 16 months in power. 

First in his accounting was 
a reduction in tension the 
islamist-led government had 
caused “at the top of fee state 
and in die aimed forces.” 

“The headscarves of our 
mothers and grandmothers, 
fee prayers of our people... 
everything we know as 
sacred had become a political 
playfeing,” he said. 

Since arrival of Yilmaz's 
govemmenL the Welfare 
Party it replaced in power has 
been banned and officials of 
the successor Virtue Party 
have been prosecuted on 
charges of violating fee con- 
stitution. 

The military, which initiat- 
ed and pressed the judicial 
campaign, would be wary of 
any attempt by secularist par- 
ties to “buy” Virtue support 


with promises of aborting 
prosecutions. 

The General Staff, invoking 
secular state founder Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk. made clear it 
would not tolerate any flirta- 
tion with political Islam. 

‘The Turkish armed 
forces... have shown by con- 
sistent behaviour and atti- 
tudes feat they value all con- 
temporary views which com- 
ply wife Atahirk's principles 
and reforms which are in tine 
with fee basic principles of 
the constitution.” 

The National Security 
Council, which groups the 
civilian and political leader- 
ship of fee country, met on 
Monday afternoon. 

The secretive body was 
expected to discuss efforts to 
form a government as well as 
Turkey's dispute with Italy 
over fee fate of Kurdish sepa- 
ratist guerrilla Abdullah 
Ocalun. 


Celebrity sheep 
killed by elephant 

JOHANNESBURG (R) 

— A ewe that achieved 
celebrity status in South 
Africa has been killed, 
probably by the baby ele- 
phant she adopted from 
the wild. “Skaap” — the 
name is Afrikaans for 
sheep — was found dead 
last week in tbe shed she 
shared with Jabulani, the 
two-year-old elephant 
she had raised as one of 
her own. “The elephant 
may have pinned her by 
mistake. He’s done it 
before.” Peter Rogers, 
the veterinarian who per- 
formed the autopsy, told 
Reuters. Rogers said the 
elephant was doing rea- 
sonably well “He seems 
okay now, but he was 
very quiet for the first 
couple of days after the 
incident.” 

Garbage collectors 
stage anti-student 
protest 

JAKARTA (AP) — Fed 
up with traffic jams 
caused by almost daily 
student street protests, 
dozens of garbage collec- 
tors staged their own 
demonstration Monday 

— against demonstra- 
tions. The group marched 
more than two kilometres 
through downtown 
Jakarta waving red and 
white Indonesian flags. 
“Student protests confuse 
people,” said one of their 
Banners. A protest coor- 
dinator, who identified 
himself by the single 
name of Zaki. said stu- 
dents had the right to 
criticise the government. 
But they should not take 
to the streets, he said. 

Insect man 
bugged by film 

LINCOLN (AP) — Leon 
Higley is a little bit 
bugged by Disney’s latest 
movie. The professor ofi 
entomology at the' 
University of Nebraska-, 
Lincoln has some prob- 
lems with “A Bug's v 
Life.” If an animated fify/ 
was made about birds. h« 
suggested, cartoonists * 
would never draw four 
wings on the Ocreatures. 
So why. Higley wants to 
know, would filmmakers 
give ants in the movie 
four legs insread of six? 
Disney and Pixar studios 
did just lhaL Higley says 
it’s just one more exam- 
ple of contempt for 
insects. 

Horse falls into 
swimming pool 

KENNESAW (AP) — 
You can lead a horse to 
water, but don’t let him 
wander onto the swim- ( 
ming-pool cover. Askj. 
Katrina Duncan, a house- 
sitter turned lifeguard 
after Ace. a Tennessee 
walking horse, plunged 
through the plastic cover- 
ing into the deep end of a 
pool Saturday nighL 
Duncan had gone outside 
to feed the 545-kilo- i 
gramme horse but could- ; 
n't find him. She then 
saw the tear in the pool 
cover. After cailin° 
authorities, Duncan, 29* 
climbed into the chilly 
pool, got hold of the 
horse’s neck and led him 
to the shallow end. ; 

Runaway steer | 
cornered on 
sports field 

MELBOURNE (AP)— A 
runaway steer charged at 
its pursuers and frustrated 
attempts to capture it for 
hours even after it was 
cornered in cricket nets 
Monday. The steer was 
first spotted on a sports 
field shortly before 8:30 
a.m. when a passerby 
reported that it was charg- 
ing about Then it charged 
at police and animal con- 
trol officers trying to 
round it up. A police 
spokeswoman said they f 
had no idea where the. ) 
steer came from. 
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